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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

Hit Excellency Lt.-Col. the Right Hon’ble Sir Francis Stanley 
'Jackson, p.c., g.c.i.e. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab A u Chaudhuei, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Dhanbari, in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

G. Irrigation. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. Mark, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subject*. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 


The Hon’ble Sir Xai.ixi Ra.njax Chatarji, Kt., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Land Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

5. Legislative. 
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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. B. Prentice, c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of the 
following portfolio#: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Ecclesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualifications 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Legislature. 

6. Judicial. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter, Kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Local Self-Government. 

2. Agriculture and Industries (excluding Excise). 

3. Public Works. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur, in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Education (excluding European Education). 

2. Excise. 

3. Registration. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 
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The Hon’ble Raja Mansi atha Nath Ray Chaudhuri, of Santoab. 


Deputy President. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduppin Ahmed, b.l. 


Panel of Chairmen for the Twenty-ninth Session. 

]. Maharaja SnASHi Kanta Acharjta Chaudhuri , of Mnkta- 
gacha, Mymensingh. 

2. Dr. Sir Deva Prosad Saruadhikari, Kt., o.x.l., c.b.e. 
d. Mr. AV. L. Travers, c.i.e., o.b.e. 

4. Mr. M. Asiiraf An Kiun Ciiaudhuri. 


Secretory to the Council — J. Hartley, i.c.s. 

Assistant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. Hutchison and K. N. 
Majumpar. 


Registrar to the Council — J. W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abbott, Mr. E. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association). 

Acbarjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi Kanta, of Muldagacha, Mymen 
singh. (Dacca University.) 

Afzal, Maulvi Syed Mahamud. [Bakarganj West (Muhammadan).] 
Ahamad, Mauvi Asimuddin. fTipj>era South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahamad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 
•Ahmed, Elian Bahadur Maulvi Enmduddin. [Rajshohi South 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. [Jessore South (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhammadan).] 

Atiqullah. Mr. Syed Muhammad. fM ymensingh East (Muhamma- 
dan).] 


B 

Bagchi, Babu Homes Chandra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader, b.l. (Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Babu Promothn Nath [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammo* 
dan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. [Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal. [Birbhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Babu Sasi Sekhar. [24-Parganas Rural South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Basu, Mr. P. C. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Biswas, Babu Surendra Nath. [Fnridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. [Calcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Mr. S. C. (Calcutta University.) 

Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra. [Calcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

Cassells, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhamms- 
**&)•) 


Deputy President, Bengal Legislative Council. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkes. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. [Rangpur East (Non-Muhammt 
dan).] 

Chatarji, the Hon ble Sir Nalini Ranjan, Kt. (Member, Executive 
Cbunnil.) 

Chatterjee, Sri jut Bijay Kumar. [Bankura West (Non-Muhamm* 
dan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hafizar Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Nurul Huq. [Noakhali East (Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Ilarendranath. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saivid Nawab Ali, Khan 
Bahadur, c.l.E., of Dhanbari. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Choudhury, Maulvi Gholam Mawla. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Choudhury, Maulvi Khorshed Alam. [Bakarganj North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Coppinger, Lt.-Col. W. V.. n.s.o., f.r.c.s.i. (I)ub.), i.m.s. 

(Nominated Official ) 


D 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Central ^Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dash, Mr, A. J. (Nominated Official.) 

Dattn, Babu Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dntta, Babu Amulya Chandra. [Ilooghly Municipal (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Dev, Mr. G. G., c.t.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Dowding Mr. T. W. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Drummond, Mr. J. G, (Nominated Official.) 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. [Bakarganj North (Non-Muhammadan).) 
Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 


i 

Eddis, Mr. A. McD. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) . 


F 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. G. M. [Tippera North (Muhammad**).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).) 
Fyfe, Mr. J. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
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C 


Ganguly, Babu Khogendra Nath. [Howrah Municipal (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Ghose, Babu Amarendra Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Ghose, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Offic ial.) 

Ghosfi Maulik, Mr. Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Ghuznavi, Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, Kt. [Myinen*dngh South-West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas, < m.e. (Bengal Manvari Association.) 

Gofran, Maulvi Abdul. (Noakhali West (Muhammadan).] 

Gordon, Mr. A. I). (Indian Tea Association.) 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-offieinl.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Dacca City (Non-Muhammadan).] 


H 

Habibulla, Nawab Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Himatsingka, Babu Prahhu Doyal. [Calcutta West (Non-Muliamma- 
dan).] 

Hopkvns, Mr. W. S., c.i.f., o ii.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Kazi Kmdadul. [Rangpur Kast (Muhammadan).] 

Hosain, the Ilon’hle Nawab Mushairuf, Khan Bahadur. (Minister.) 

[Malda rum Jalpaiguri (Muhammadan).] 

Husain, Maulvi Lntafat. (Nominated Non-oflicinl.) 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed Muqhul. [(Chittagong North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekrnrnul. [Murshidabnd (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. [Da*ca Kast Rural ; Muhammadan). | 


I 

Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. [Mymensingh Centra) 
(Muhammadan).] 


4 

James, Mr. F. E., ojb.s. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 
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K 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhammadan).} 
Kasem, Maulvi Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan.)] 
Khan, Babu Debendra Lai. [Midnapore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan Ohaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. [Rajsbahi North (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi Tatnizuddin. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. [Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan).] 

L 

Lala, Babu Saroda Kripa. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Luke, Mr. N. R. (Indian Jute Mills Association). 


M 

Macartney, Mr. J. (i. | Dacca and Chittagong (Euiopeam.] 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti, Babu Mahendrn Nath. [Midnapore South-East (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.e. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Martin, Mr. <). S. (Bengal Chamber ot Commerce.) 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath, c.i.e. [Jessore Nortli (Non- 
Muhatnimidan). ] 

McCluskie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Miller, Mr. C. C. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder, Ivt., c.i.e. (Minister.) 
(Presidency Landholders.) 

Moitrn, Srijut Jogendra Nath. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Morgan, Mr. G,, c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Mukerjea, Srijut Taiaknath. [Hooghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Mursbidabad (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [ 24 -Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Nasimuddin, Mr. Khwaja, c.i.e. [Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Nelson, Mr. W. H. (Nominated Official.) 
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P 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Parrott, Mr. Percy. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Mahajau Sabha.) 

Prentice, the Hon'hle Mr. W. D. It., c.i.k. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 


R 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur, k.c.s.i. [Calcutta North (Muhammadan). 1 
Rahman, Maulvi Amur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur. [ Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-Purganas Rural (Muhammadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna Deb. [Jalpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Abdur. [Jessore North (Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur West (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Babu Surcndra Nath. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kunnid Sankar. [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Nator. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 
Ray, Sri jut Rudlm Cjobinda. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

# Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon’hle Raja Manmatha Nath, of Suniosh. 

(Dacca Landholders.) 

Reid, Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhaminadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Parganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar.-at-Law. [Jesaore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhammadan).] 


Sachse, Mr. F. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Narayan. [ Raj shah i (Non-Muhammadan).] 


President of the Benge) Legislative Ootincil. 
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Sarbadhikari, Dr. Sir Deva Prosad, Kt., c.i.e., c.b.e. (Nominated 
Non-official.) 

Sarker, Babu Naliniranjati. [Mymensingh East (Non-Muhamm*- 
dan).] 

Sarker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdus. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajee Abdool. [Hooghly cum Howrah 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

Sen, Mr. Satish Chandra, i Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Mr. Gholam Hossain. [24-Parganas Municipal (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Nashipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Solaiinan, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpoie Municipal (Muhamm*- 
dan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. ('Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South ('Muhammadan).] 


T 

Thomas. Mr. H. W. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 
Travers, Mr. W. L., c.i.e., o.ii.e. [Rajshahi (European).] 


W 


Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Official Report of tho Twenty-ninth SeeekMw) 

VOLUME XXIX. 

Pvoooodings of the Bengal Legislative Connell mmmk M BMler the 
provisions of the Government of India AeL 

Thk Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 9th July, 1928, at d p.m. 


Present: 

The Hon’ble the President (Itaja Manmatiia Nath Ray Chaudhuri, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon'blc Members of the Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 12’» nominated and elected 
members. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

The following mcmber> made an oath or affirmation of their alle- 
giance to the Crown : — 

Mr. W. S. Hopky.vs, cm.r., o.ii.k. 

Lt.-Col. W. V. CoPPIXfiRK, M.ll., K.K.C.S.I, (I)ub.), J.M.S. 

Mr. A. J. Dish. 

Mr. H. E. Stapleton. 

Maulvi Nurul H vq CnirmirRi. 

Mr. Ranjit Pal Chocdhtbi. 

Mr. A. D. Gordon. 

Mr. 9 . H. Fyke. 

Mr. O. S. Martin. 

Mr. C. C. Miller. 

Mr. H. W. Thomas. 
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OBITUARY REFERENCES. 


[9th July 


Obituary references. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Gentlemen of the Council, death has been busy 
in the ranks of members and ex-members of this Council since we last 
met. The country and this Council have to mourn the death of five 
notable gentlemen, namely : — 

The Hon’ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahadur of Nadia, 
the late Leader of this House and Vice-President of the Executive 
Council of the Government of Bengal, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Bahadur, c.i.e., of Hooghly, Raja Tankanath Chaudhuri of Malduar, 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Ershad Ali Khan Chaudhuri of Nator and 
Khan Bahadur Mahboob Alley of Calcutta. 

The Maharaja Bahadur was a martyr to duty. He died prac- 
tically fighting at his post. He had been in failing health for some 
time past but despite this he attended to his duties in connection with 
the last Budget of this House. The strain undoubtedly aggravated his 
disease and he had to go on leave. He died at his Calcutta house on 
the 22nd May last in the prime of his life. He was only .‘17 years, of age. 

He was decorated with the title of Maharaja at the Coronation 
Durbar in Delhi in 1911 and the title Maharaja Bahadur wusJ conferred 
on him in 1917. He was elected as the first non-official Chairman of 
the Nadia District Board in 1920, and in the same year was returned 
as an elected member of this Council from the Nadia (Non-Muham- 
madun) constituency and served as such during the period 1921-2*1. He 
was appointed a member of the Executive Council in August, 1924. He 
became Vice-President of that Council on the 1 1th October, 1927. He 
was to have been decorated at the last birthday Honours as u Knight 
Commander of the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire. 

He belonged to the illustrious Nadia Raj family descending directly 
from Bhattanarayan, one of the five Brahmans who were brought from 
Kanauj by Adisur, King of Bengal. The names of scions of the illus- 
trious family are known in every household of Bengal. This illustrious 
family has exercised a large influence cm the cultivation of Sanskrit 
learning and on the politics of the province and the late Maharaja 
Bahadur was a worthy upholder of his family’s noble traditions. 

The late Maharaja Bahadur was always sociable, courteous and 
sympathetic to all who came in contact with him. We, in this Council, 
had first hand experience of the wonderful charm of his personality. 

We have also to mourn the loss of another tried and faithful son 
of Bengal, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, C.I.E., who died on 
the 1st May last. I believe he was over 80 years of age at the time of 
his death. He had a very successful career at the Hooghly Bar. He 
was a Government Pleader there but he gave that up and entered the 
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Bengal Legislative Council in which he served during 1910-20 and 1921 
to 1923, under the old and new constitution?. He was long connected 
with the Hooghly-Chinitarah Municipality and was its revered Chairman 
for several terms. 

His minute of dissent forms the Minority Report of the Ministerial 
Officers* Salary Committee which was presided over by Mr. M. C. 
McAlpin. The late Rai Bahadur was a kind hearted and courteous 
gentleman but withal an uncompromising foe where the interests of his 
country demanded it. 

In recognition of his public sendees the title of Rai Bahadur was 
given him in 1911 and the C. I. E. in January, 1928. 

I have also to refer to the sad and untimely death of Raja 
Tankanath Chaudhuri of Malduar who wns a member of this Obuneil 
from the Dinajpur (Non-Muhammadan') constituency during 1921-23 
and served for many years :is member and Chairman of the Dinajpur 
District Board. Those who were here in the first Council under the 
Reforms will remember him us assiduous in )i\> duties and as always 
showing the very keenest desire to serve the best interests of his 
( oiistituency. 

(4) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. Erdiad A!i Khan Chaudhury of 
Nutor (Rajslmhi) wus a member of this Council during 1921-23. He 
died suddenly at the age of 72 yeans ill March last. 

He w»i> an influential zamindar loved by the Hindus and Muham- 
madans alike. His public services in connection with the municipality, 
district and local board 1 * and the Co-operative Department, and the 
governing body of the Raj^huhi College are well known. He served 
foi >omet»me Honorary Magistrate and was a non-official visitor of 
the Rajshahi Central Jail ami gave contributions to the Rujshalii 
District Board towards removing water scarcity and for erection of 
charitable dispensuries. 

His only son Mr. M. Asbraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri is our colleague 
in this Council and he has our deepest sympathy in his wad loss. 

Khan Bahadur S. Mahboob Alley died on the 29th June last, 
lie was a member of this Council from the 27th April 1921 to 1923 and 
again from 1924 to 192G. He was a Commissioner of the Maniktala 
Municipality for over ten years and afterwards when that Municipal 
area was included in the urea of the Corporation of Calcutta be sat on 
the latter body for a time. He served as an Honorary Magistrate and 
was a member of many important committees and public ladies', such 
us, the Donald Committee, the Estates and Succession Duties Committee, 
the Howrah Bridge Bill Committee, the Committee on Public Accounts, 
the Board of Control for Apprenticeship Training, the Bengal Board of 
Censors, the Committee of the Indian Territorial Force, the Board of 
Haj Pilgrims, the Board of Visitors of the Presidency Jail, the Board 
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PANEL OF CHAIRMEN. 


[9th July 


of the House of Detention and the Committee of the Campbell Hospital. 
As a recognition of his public services the title of Khan Bahadur was 
conferred on him in the year 1925. He made himself loved and respected 
by all with whom he came into contact by reason of his sincerity and 
earnestness and the sobriety and moderation which he brought to bear 
in the consideration of public questions. 

With your permission, gentlemen, I propose to convey the condolence 
of the House to the bereaved families. I now request you, gentlemen, 
to dhow your respect to the memory of the deceased gentlemen by kindly 
rising in yom places. 

(The members then rose in their seats.) 

M* PRESIDENT* Thank you, frentlMnen. The Secretary will 
pieuee take the usual action. 


Point of order. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir, I sent a notice for 
the adjournment of the business of this House for the purpose of 
discussing a definite mutter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
serious situation that lias arisen by reason of the inadequacy of the 
steps taken b\ Government to meet tjie famine conditions now prevailing 
in some parts of Bengal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order. I shall first form the panel of 
Chairmen and then you mav inise the point. 

3-15 p.tu. 


Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In accordance with the provisions of Rule 3 of 
the Bengal Legislative Council Rules, 1920. I nominate the following 
member* of the Council to fonn a panel of four Chairmen for the ensuing 
session : — 

(1) Maharaja Shashi Kama Acharjya CiiAVDHrni, of Muktagacha, 

Myniensingh. 

(2) Dr. Sir Dev a Phokaii Sawuhhikari, kt., c.i.e., c.b.e. 

(3) Mr. W. L. Tr wkrs, cm.e., o.bjl 

(4) Mr. M. Ash haf Au Khan CHAn>HrRi. 

HnW otherwise arranged, the senior member among them present in 
the above order named will preside over the deliberations of the Council 
in my absence and in the absence of the Deputy President. 



uutj.ua JfUH ADJOURNMENT. 
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Mutton for adjournment of the business of the House. 

. Srijlft BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Sir. I sent a notice for the 
adjournment of the business of this House for the purpose of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely the serious situa- 
tion that has arisen by reason of the inadequacy of the steps taken by 
Government to meet the famine conditions now prevailing in some parts 
of Bengal. I want your decision on the subject. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you have already been informed that I 
have withheld my consent. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: On a point of information, 
Sir. Is it your ruling that there may be anything else more important 
and more urgent than the saving of human life P 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That question does not arise. I rule you out of 
order, Dr. Banerjea. 


R«i HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Are we not entitled to 
know’ the reasons for which the motion wus disallowed? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I think the reasons are in my written order. 

i * rr * i i 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: No order bus been commu- 
nicated to us — to me, ut least. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am very sorry that the order has not yet been 
communicated to you. Probably you gave this notice at the last moment. 
In fact, when I came in 1 found the file on my table, and I pasted on it 
my orders, then and there. 

This famine is a matter of slow- growth ; it has not occurred all of a 
sudden, and I think the urgency of the matter at the present moment 
has not been proved to my satisfaction. The materials before me do not 
justify my upsetting the ordinary business of the House. 


2 
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MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


[9th Jtri/r 


Mtulvi ABUL KA8EM: On a point of order, Sir, when may we have 
an opportunity of discussing the important question raised in the mo- 
tion promised by my friend. I submit that the situation is a very 
serious one, and deserves a discussion in this House. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: That may be your opinion, but in my opinion 
you have yet to prove that the matter is so very urgent at the moment as to 
justify my upsetting the settled programme of the House. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Will you reconsider your 
decision if facts relating to the circumstances were brought to your 
notice to justify its being placed before the Council? 


Mr. PRESIDENT. I think the hon’ble member knows my attitude; 
he has been to my Chamber and I have told him what my views are. 


8rijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: On a point of order, Sir, 
there was no sitting of the Council before this, and we did not have 
any opportunity of discussing this matter earlier. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I have taken into consideration all the materials 
placed before me and so far as my opinion goes, I should be given more 
materials and definite informations before I can think of suspending the 
ordinary business of the Council to make way for j T our motion. 


Dr. BVDftAN CHANDRA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. So far 
as 1 understood, your ruling was that because the famine was of slow 
growth, but the question raised by Mr. Chatterjee was with regard to 
the steps taken by Government to meet the situation. Don’t you think 
the matter is of sufficient public interest to warrant discussion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I may inform you that some members of your 
party have been to my Chamber and the matter was discussed with them 
thoroughly. I was able to convince them that the materials which have 
been placed before me were insufficient. 
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Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers wort given). 

Permits to cut fuel and golepata in the Sundetrbans Forest Division, 

•1. Srijut HACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will 111* Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) lie pleased 
to state how many, if any, new fuel coupe and golepata coupe have been 
opened during* the last decade in the Sunderbatis Forest Division Y 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the existing* supply is 
inadequate ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the total amount 
of fines realised from alleged delinquents who have been unable to 
gather their fuels and gale /at to within the period covered by their res- 
pective licenses in 192G-27? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (FORESTS) 
(the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Baha- 
dur, of Dhanbari): (a) Purchasers are allowed to cut fuel and golepata 
over the whole area of the Sunderbans forests; the are not restricted to a 
coupe. 

(b) Yes: the demand for fuel and gole/tata has Wen greater than 
the supply during the last five years. 

(r) No fine is realised from purchasers who cannot gather their 
fuel and golepata within the period covered by their permits. Hut 
time-expiry fees amounting to Rs. 4/>81 were realised in 1920-27 from 
holders of permits who continued to collect fuel and golepata after 
their permits had expired. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleaded to state whether the excess enhanced fees were realised in the 
nature of a fine, or a penalty, or what? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: As time-expiry fees. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the persons from whom these fees were collected 
were allowed to collect the golepata and fuel at the expiry of the time 
limit, or whether they were confiscated to Government? 
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Tlw Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYI0 NAWAB ALI 
CHAUOHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I want fresh notice. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: Fiom how many persona 
were these fees collected? 


Tha Hon'ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUOHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I cannot possibly say 
oft hand. 


Application of loan for rural water-aupply by the District Board 
of Khulna. 

*2. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the District Board of’ Khulna 
applied for a loan of Rs. *3G,(KKJ to Government for the relief of water 
scarcity in the district? 

(/>) Has the loan been granted? If not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): <a) and 

{b) Provision for a loan of' Rs. 30,000 for rural water-supply in the 
Jthulna district was made in the budget of 1927-28, and the money 
was drawn by the district board on 2nd February, 1928. In July, 1927, 
the Commissioner reported that the district board want a further loan 
of Rs. 30,000 for the same object to be included in the budget of 
1928-29. He was asked to obtain a formal application with details 
of the work to be undertaken. The formal application did not reach 
the Commissioner until September, and as details had not been fur- 
nished, he did not forward it to Government then. The Commissioner 
has since submitted the formal application. It will be considered 
along with applications from other district boards submitted in res- 
ponse to the circular issued by Government regarding the adoption of 
a loans policy for rural water-supply. If possible, the loan will be 
granted during the current year. 


Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN* When was the formal application 
sent by the Commissioner to the Government? 


Tilt Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Last May, *o 
(ar as I remember. 
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•rijttt NACENDRA NATH SEN* I want information as to the 
latest date by which applications by district boards for loans should 
reach Government so as to enable them to lie included in the budget. 


Tha Hon’blf Sir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTER: The 15th of 
August at the latest; it is better for them to reach earlier. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: Is it not a fact that new 
pro|H>sals in the nature of supplementary demands are not submitted 
before the loth August? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: I cannot under* 
stand the implication of the question. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Pi ■ovash, you must either answer the question 
or decline to do so; I cannot permit any discussion on the point. Do 
you decline to answer? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not decline 

to answer the question, but I do not understand the implication of the 
question. 


Rtt HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: May I explain? It is a 
rule ot the Finance Depaitnieiit thut proposals in the nature of new 
pr r >po*als -should be communicated to them lie fore the lfith August, 
whether it is u new pioposal or in the nature of a supplementary 
demand. My question is that since the loan was. granted to the 
Khulna District Board, the further application by the district board 
for a further loan was in the nature of a supplementary demand, and 
it cannot l»e insisted upon that this proposal should be submitted before 
the 15th August. 

Thi Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The original 
loan for tt«. -{0,000 was granted; there was a request for another loan, 
but that did not reach the Commissioner tafore September. The two 
things are separate. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: What business had the 

Commissioner to withhold the application? 

Thi HonTWt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The answer 
already given is self-explanatory. The Commissioner did not send it 
up, because be wanted further details. 
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3-30 p.m. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
,be pleased To state when the application reached the Commissioner? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER WITTER: If the hon’ble 
member wants the information I shall obtain it. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, with reference to the last line of his reply, “ if possible 
the loan will be ginnted in the current veai,” on what does the possibil- 
ity or otherwise depend? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: That depends 
on the loan budget. 


Restrictions on certain released detenus. 

•3. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMAT8INCKA: Will the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department he pleased to 
state whether Srijuts Jatindra Nath Bhattacharjya, Panchanan Chakra- 
bartti, Kiran Chandra De and Kaliprosad ltanerjee, who were released 
under certain restrictions, have been served with fresh orders of further 
restrictions? 

{b) If so, what is the reason for such a procedure? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (fl) Yes. They are required to notify their 
movements to the police, if they absent themselves for more than 48 
bouts from their places of residence. 

(h) Kxi>erience showed that the form of order previously in use 
was defective: it was therefoie revised and the new form was issued 
to these among other detenus 


Proposal to aoquiro lands for tho removal of Irrigation headquarters 
from Cadghat to Chatal. 

•4. Babu DEBENDRA LAL KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 4nte whether 
it is in the contemplation of the Government to remove the Irrigation 
Department offices and the quarters for the officers concerned from 
Gadghat to the town of Ghatal? 
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(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*hle 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Government 
propose to acquire for the iwrposc homestead lands near the post office? 

• (c) Is it a fact that the said lands are debutter properties on which, 

stand the Ramkrishna Seva Asrum, several temples of Hindu gods 
and a number of ancestral dwelling-houses belonging mostly to the 
Sebait Brahmins who have to worship these gods every day? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Memlier aware that a feeling of discontent 
prevails among the Hindu population in regard to the proposed acquisi- 
tion of the said lands and that the inhabitants of the subdivision have 
submitted a memorial to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
pretesting against the acquisition of the said lands ? 

(e) Is the Hon'ble Memlier aware that the Government are already 
in i>ossevsi(m of two plots ot land which are lying unused as the scheme 
of building an annexe to the Muusifs Court and his quarters has now 
been alntndoned ? 

if) Aie the Government ciuisideung the desirability of building 
the said Irrigation offices and quarters either on the plots of land 
already acquiied by Government as stated in (e) or oil either of the 
two plots of land, nz. t one in the vicinity of the municipal tank (Milled 
the Hiowdhun Pukui and the other in the neighbourhood of the 
Su ^Registrar's office to the south of it? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
Of Dhanbari). <//> Govemment have decided not to proceed with the 
project t»»r the removal of the headquarters of the Gadghat subdivision 
to (rlintal. 

(b) to i /; I)o not ari^e. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The l,..t answer given by the 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur is supposed to be included in the [Mint'd 
question papei. I find, bowevei, that it has been scored tli tough. 

Tho Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The answer has since been coirected, 


Baral river. 

*S. Sri jut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: (a) U the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that a largely 
signed memorial has been sent to the Governor in Council by persons 
residing in villages on both the sides of the river Baral in the districts 
of Rajshahi and Pabna praying for taking* early steps to improve the 
condition of the river? 
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(b) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to the 
joint inspection report submitted by the Directors of Public Health 
and Agriculture laying great stress on the desirability of such a 
measure ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps, if 
any, the Government propose to take in the matter P 

The Heft’Me Na*ab Bahadur 8AI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbaris (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The matter is under investigation, and till the investigation is 
complete, it is not possible to say what steps, if any, will be taken. 

trijut 40CENDRA HATH MOITRA: Will the TIon’ble Membei be 
pleased to state when the investigation is likely to be completed? 

The Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: It is not possible to say. 


License fees for fuel, golepata and other woods. 

•8. trijut NACENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
her in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) be pleased to 
state whether the license fees for fuel and other woods and tjolepaltt 
have been increased? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement allowing the increase during the last 20 years, and the 
reasons therefor? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbaris <«) Yes. 

(b) The rates vary in different Forest Divisions and even in differ- 
ent areas within the same division, and also according to various 
kinds of wood and of the different classes of each kind of wood. Gov- 
ernment do not consider that the advantage of compiling and printing 
a statement of these numerous rates and their variations during the 
last 20 years would be commensurate with the labour and expense 
involved. The variations during this period have been in some cases 
as small as 10 per cent, and in some cases as high as double. The 
reasons for increases have been the higher market value of the wood, 
and the limited supply of a species ( e.g ., Tuni and Walnut) which it is 
difficult to regenerate or mature. 
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SHJvit NACENDRA NATH SEN* Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state if the increases are confined to cases stated, m., the 
higher market value of the wood and the limited supply of a species? 


TIM Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari : As far as I know it is so. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hoii’ble Member 
be pleased to state who fixes the rates of a particular forest division? 


The Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The Conservator of Forests. 


Dttenu late Sri jut Ranjit Kumar Banorjoa. 

•7. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMAT8INCKA: (a) Will the 

Hon’hle Mernlei in c harge ol the Political Department be pleased to 
state — 

(/) the date of ariest of Sri jut Ranjit Kumar Banerjee; 

<//) when he was domiciled in a village; 

<*//) whether he was served with an order not to enter or remain 
in any area of Bengal except the district of Murshiduhad; 
and 

Or) if so, un what date the said order was served? 

(b) Is it a fact that he was suffering from abdominal complaint 
during internment or at the time of serving on him the order to remain 
within the Murshiduhad district? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that Srijut Ranjit Kumar Banerjee 
died on the 28th April, 1928, due to some abdominal complaint? 

(<T) Is it a fact that Babu Ranjit Kumar Banerjee was under the 
operation of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925, at the 
time of his death? 

(e) If so, what steps did the Government take for treatment and 
nursing of Babu Ranjit Kumar Banerjee when his illness bad grown 
serious? 
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Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES (a) (i) 25th October, 1924. 

07) In April, 1927. 

(iii) Yen. 

Or) Dwember 14tb, 1927. 

(b) Government have no information on this subject save that in 
December, 1927, the detenu stated in a letter that he had recently 
suffered from dysentery. 

(c) Government are aware that Babu Ranjit Kumar Banerjee died 
in April, 192S, but have no information regarding the cause of his 
death. 

(fl) Yes, in so far as he was subject to the restrictions imposed by 
section 11 (/) <o), (h) and (c) of the Act. 

(#*) None, as no application for treatment or nursing was made and 
Government were not aware that he was ill. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the IWble Member be 
pleased to state with reference to (h j if any steps were taken to verify 
the information contained in the letter ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: So far as I kno* Govern- 
ment lmd no reason to verify the information. Government accepted 
the fact that the detenu recently suffered from dysentery. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the Ilon’lde Member be 
pleased to state with reference to (c) wbethei Government made any 
inquiries? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: T would ask foi notice I 
have not looked up this point. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Was the attention of the Hon’ble * 
Member drawn to the reasons stated in the newspapers regai diug the 
death of thin detenu? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether, having accepted the statement of the detenu. 
Government did provide for his Treatment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The information was that 
be had recently suffered from dysentery, not that he was then suffer- 
ing? 
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Bibu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Was the information oral or in 
writing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: I have already said that it 
was a letter. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the JWhle Member he 
pleaded to state what the exart words of the letter were? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cannot say. 

Mr. d. M. SEN CUPTA: Will the Ilon’ble Memliei he pleased to 
state in what context the detenu thought fit men*!\ to inform (Govern- 
ment that he had ma ntly ^uttered from dysentciy? Was he asking 
for any treatment, or support, or mone\, or lemoval to u healthier 
place ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not remem her the 
contents of the letter, hut it the niemhei gi\es notire I will let him 
know. 

Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the Ifon’hle Mm, hr, he 
pleu-cd to state what \\;t- the cause of death mentioned in the death 
reLMsTei of the burning ghat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have not looked into it 


Alleged canvassing by Government officers in the Nadia bye-election 
to the Bengal Legislative Counoil. 

•8. Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Will the Ifnn’ble Mend ei 
in charge of the Appointment Department lie pleased to state — 

(/) whether there is any circular prohibiting Government officers 
canvassing for any candidate in election; and 
(ii) whether it is » fact that some of the (Government officials can- 
vassed for one of the candidates in the recent Nadia bye- 
election to the Bengal Legislative Council? 

MEMBER in charge of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): m Government servants are prohibited 
from canvassing in an election to a Legislative Council by rule 2d (2) 
of the Government Servant** Conduct Rules, 

(ii) The Government are not aware that this rule has been contra- 
vened by any of its officers as mentioned in the question. 
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Babtl AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Rou ble Member be 
pleased to state if any enquiry has been made into this matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Subsequent to this answer 
being sent in we got a reply from the District Magistrate that the 
statement is maliciously false. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that Mr. Hridayranjan Sen had Wen canvassing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is denied. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Tf on’ble Member aware 
that Mr. A. Kamanta, Deputy Magistrate, Sadar, had been canvassing? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is denied. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the 
said Mr. Samanta asked the people in open court not to support the 
candidature of the Swaraj candidate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not awaie of it. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 
that Mr. S. (\ Bo^e was canvassing in this connection? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Blbu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Was the attention of Govern- 
ment drawn to this matter before the election? t 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Is the Government prepared 
to make any enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is no need. 

Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether the District Magistrate made a general answer that there 
was no canvassing b,v Government officers without making any enquiry 
from any of the persons whom we have named? 
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TJti Hwi*bl0 Mr. W. D« Ra PRENTICE" I cannot say from whom 
he made inquiries. 

Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE" A\ ill the Hon 'hie Member be 
pleased to state whether the District Magistrate of Nadia made enquiries 
of the Subdi visional Officer before he sent in his report ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot say. 

Mr a JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Having regard to the rights of 
member* who are elected to this Council would you. Sir, as the custodian 
of those rights 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I rule you out of order, as that is not the wav 
to put a supplementary question. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I rise on a point of order 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then you are not putting your supplementary 
question, 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 will first make my submission 
on a point of order and then I *hall put my supplementary question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would you make vour point ot older quite 
clear? 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, my point of order is this: 
jou being the custodian of the lights of the members of this House 
would you kindly help us to get from the Members of Government a 
satisfactory reply when serious questions on the interfeneme with the 
elections are concerned. If you. Sir, agree with me, then I shall put 
the next question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: So far as I could understand, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Prentice was quite definite when he denied the charges that were 
made. What more emphatic answer could you expect? 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whethei* in view of all the charges that have been made 
in the supplementary questions put to-day by members of this Council, 
Government will be pleased to make a further enquiry into the matter? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Datta, are yon putting a supplementary 
question or what? 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: My question is, Sir, whether 
the Government will be pleased to make a further enquiry into this 
matter, in view of the disclosures made in the supplementary questions? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Before I came to the 
Council I did not hetref the various cases which have been specified 
except one. If members will put their complaints in writing I shall 
certainly see whether the circumstances demand such an enquiry. 

Mr. A. K. FAIL-UL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state, with reference to the denials made by him, whether these denials 
are based on personal enquiries made by the Hon’ble Meml»er in charge 
himself, or enquiries made from the accused officers themselves? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have already stated that 
the District Magistrate has reported that these allegations are 
maliciously false and I accept the statement of the District Magistrate. 


Number of injunctions issued against the Mussalmans preventing them 
from saorifloing cows in certain villages in Khulna. 

•9. Mautvi 8HAM8UR-RAHMAN: un Will the Double Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state in how many 
villages in the district of Khulna injunctions under section 144, Crimi- 
nal Procedure Code, were issued against the Mussalmans preventing 
them from sacrificing cows during the last Bakr-Id ? 

(b) Did the Magistrates issuing the injunctions inquire into the 
reasonableness of the order by a jiersnnul visit to the village in question? 

( c ) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing: — 

(i) the names of the villages and the thanas; 

(if) the number of Hindu and Mussalman householders in the 
village; 

(iii) the distance of the nearest Hindu home from the proposed 
place* of sacrifice ; and 

(it?) the nationality of- the person on whose report the injunction 
was issued? 
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(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table etfpy 
of any rules or circulars for the guidance of officers regarding allowing 
or disallowing of sacrifices in villages? 

(e) If there be none, will the HonTde Member be pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to issue a 
communique for the edification of the Mussulmans as to the conditions 
and circumstances under which a cow-sacrifice may be allowed for the 
first time in the village? 

MEMBER in oharge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bla 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): {a) Seven villages. 

(h) In six villages orders were issued after personal enquiries by 
the Sutxlivisional Officers concerned and in one village after local 
investigation by a superior police officer. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

id) Government are not prepared to lay on the table any copy of 
instructions w^hich have been issued to their officers. 

(t) Does not arise. 


Statement referred to in the answer to clause (v) of starred question 
.Vo. !) {firing particulars on the points. 


«) 

(«) 

(Hi) 

(if) 

Name# of villager 


Number of 
householder*. 

Di«t*ncy of the nearrat 
Hindu hou*<* from the 

Nationality of th« 
peraon on whoar 
report the Injunc- 
tion waa laaued. 

Police- itatlona. 

Hindu*. 

Muham- 

madan*. 

proposed place of 
aacrracf. 

Kharnla 

Ihimurla 

8«o 

3S 

200 yard* 

Hindu. 

OhaudanlmohaJ 

Daulatpur .. 

274 

1M3 

1 mile 

Hindu. 

Madanpur 

Kalaroa 

87 

42 

Hindu houae, 260 yard* 
Hindu *lirin*\ 200 )ard*. 

Hindu. 

Sat pot a 

Kalaroa 

21 

8M 

7. r * yard* 

Hindu. 

Ramkrtshnapore 

Kalaroa 

66 

44 

Hindu thriue, 100 yard* 

Muhammadan, corro* 
Unrated by Hindu. 

Jatnagore 

Kalaroa 

163 

27 

260 yard*. Prop****! 

place »tt Bated on iabot- 
! tar property. 

Hindu. 

Chanda 

Kalaroa 

26 

IS 

! 

i 

1 60 yar<U fmrn a Hindu 
houae and a Hindu 
ahrine. 

Hindu. 


MauJvi SHAMSUR-R AMMAN: Is the list complete? 


T!» Hofi’bla Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It is the list which has. 
been furnished by the District Magistrate. 
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MailWJ TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
in Kharia village in Paikgaeha thana a notification was issued to the 
villagers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: If the hon’ble member will 
give me particulars of the case, I shall enquire about it. 


Telegraphic communication between the mainland and the island of 
Sandwip in Noakhali, proposal for. 

•10. Babu AMARENDRA NATH GM6SE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Commerce be pleased to state 
what steps have beeu taken by them since the withdrawal of the Reso- 
lution in the Bengal Legislative Council in April, 1921, by Babu Annada 
Charnn l)utta regarding the establishment of telegraphic communica- 
tion between the mainland and the island of Sandwip in the district of 
Noakhali ? 

(b) Do the Government contemplate hearing a substantial portion 
of the recurring charges mentioned in the proceedings of the Bengal 
Legislative Council by the Hon’ble Member in charge (ride Bengal 
Legislative Council Proceedings, Volume I, pages 1388 and 1389) ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE (the 
MonHlta Mr. A. Marr); f<?) Thp attention of thp Commissioner of the 
Chittagong Division was drawn to the substance of Babu Annada 
Charan Dutta’s Resolution and Sir John Kerr’s reply. Ilis attention 
was also drawn to the revised estimate referred to in Sir John Kerr’s 
speech, but up to the present the guarantee required by the Telegraph 
Department has not l>een furnished by the local residents. 

(b) Government are unable to undertake any liability with regard 
to the charges. Under the new order issued by the Government of 
Indio in 1924 the liability is now double what it was in 1921. * 


Dtteriu Srfijut Narosh Chandra Chautfhuri. 

•11. Babu PRABHU DOYAL HIMATSINCKA: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
state — 

(») the condition of health of Srijut Naresh Chandra Chaudhuri 
of Nandina (Rajitpurl when he was detained under the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act ; 

( ii ) whether, he was operated on for appendicitis during his 
detention in jail; 
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as 

(tit) whether he suffered from on attack of paralysis while in jail; 

(ir) whether he was attacked with fever and pneumonia while 
interned ; 

(r) whether he was attacked with pleurisy aud double pneumonia 
again while interned; 

(n) whether Naresh Babu was refused the medical expenses when 
he was attacked with pneumonia for the second time during 
internment ; 

< rti) whether Government asked him to engage private doctors 
immediately bv telegram on his application for medical 
help ; 

inn) if so, what was then the reason of refusing him the excuses 
incurred for engaging private doctors; and 

( t,r ) whether Naresh Babu hns been in indifferent henlth when he 
was released (conditionally ) ? 

ib) Is the Hon’ble Mein her aware that Naresh Bnbu had an 
attack of double pneumonia shortly after his conditional release while 
he was still under the o|>enitinn of the Bengal Criminal I*aw Amend- 
ment Act 'f 

(c) It ho, what di<l the Govern men t do for his treatments 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) h) He suffered from 
an attack of hepatitis shortly after his arrest under the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment Act. 

( nf lie was removed from jail and ojierated on for npjiendicitis at 
the Sumbhu Nath Pandit Hospital. 

(in) lie develojied symptoms of paralysis of certain muscles of his 
right arm and was given electric treatment for this. 

(ir) Yes. 

{v) Yes. 

( r*») and (rut) As the Civil Surgeon arranged for his treatment by 
deputing a sub-assistant surgeon, payment of a bill submitted by the 
detenu for medical assistance which he called in without reference to 
the authorities was refused. 

( ni ) No. 

M Yes. 

( b ) Yes. 

(c) No application for assistance or treatment was addressed to 
Government. 


S 
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Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: With reference to (vi) and (w«), 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what sort of medical 
assistance was called in by the detenu in question? 


Thi Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 do not know the names 
or the qualifications of the doctors called in. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I enquire whether the Hon’ble 
Member is entitled to put certain statements in the paper without 
enquiring fully into the matter? What is the pood of giving these 
vague answers? 

(No answer was given). 


Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will* the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is one of the conditions of the detention that a 
detenu must be treated by a particular man and not by any body else? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, but if the detenus 
expect Government to pay the fees they must consult Go\ eminent 
before incurring the expenditure. 

Bubu Manmatha Nath Roy asked u supplementary question which 
was not heard at the reporters’ table. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know. But I will 
enquire if the hon’ble member so wishes. 

Babu Mamuatha Nath Roy again asked a supplementary question 
which was not heard at the reporters’ table. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know. 


Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: With reference to answers to 
questions ( vi) and (rm), is it not a fact that the sub-assistant surgeon 
deputed by the Civil Surgeon was an unqualified man — at least he was 
not as fit a physician as the doctor called in by the detenu? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Being a sub-assistant 
surgeon he has qualifications which are recognised. 
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Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE; Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state if it is the rule of the Government that detenus 
suffering from pneumonia have got to wait for Government sanction 
before calling in doctors? 


Tht HOft’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is no such rule. 


Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: With reference to u) will the 
Hon ’l»le Member be pleased to state if any application for financial 
assistance will be considered by Government? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: That is a hypothetical 
(juestion, I submit. 


Local Boards. 

M2. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of I <ocul Self-Government l»e 
pleaded to state whether it is in the contemplation of Government to 
abolish local bourds? 

ih) If so, do the Government intend to introduce any Hill with a 
view to amend the Local Self-Government Act. If so, when? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) md <M 

Ihese matters are under consideration, but Government have not 
arrived at any final decision. 


Typists and copyists of courts. 

M3. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to the reply 
given to unstarred question No. 44 on the 20th February, 1928, will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to 
stat e— ' 

(i) whether the examination of the earnings of typists and copyists 
has been finished ; 

(if) if so, what are the results of such examination; and 

(tit) whether any scheme has been framed or is under contempla- 
tion,. for improving the pny and prospects of typists and 
copyists? 
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MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blc 

Mr. W. D, R. Prentice): (i) and di) No. The figures of 1921 and 1926 
have been examined. A statement is laid on the table. 

(in) Orders have been issued that no new appointments are to be 
made to fill up vacancies until the standard of remuneration prescribed 
by the Hon’ble High Court has been reached. The earnings will be 
increased by a reduction in the staff. 


Statement referred to the reply to clause s (i) and (it) of starred question 
No. 13, showing the earnings of copyists and typists in 1926 and 
the number of copyists and typists in 1926 and 1921. 


District. 

Earning in 

Number of copyists and 
typists in — 


1926. 

1926. 

1921. 

Bankura 

Rs. 

32 and 49 

22 and 3 

3 1 and 3 

Birbhurn 

31 , 

50 

16 .. 3 

20 „ 3 

Burdwan 

31 

50 

20 12 

27 „ 13 

Hooghly 

27 

46 

35 .. 18 

35 „ 19 

Midnapore 

31 

52 

40 13 

51 15 

24-Parganas 

34 

53 

34 .. 22 

43 „ 23 

Nadia 

30 

46 

13 .. 14 

18 14 

Munihidabad 

33 

53 

13 4 

19 „ 4 

Jemore 

25 

41 

19 .. 15 

36 „ 4 

Khulna 

33 

58 

29 6 

33 „ 6 

Dawa 

3K 

. 67 

43 „ 20 

48 „ 21 

Myroenningh 

32 

. 61 

65 .. 22 

85 „ 27 

Farid pur 

21 

. 61 

31 ., 12 | 

39 „ 12 

Bakarganj 

34 

. 51 

34 16 ! 

43 „ 19 

Rajshahi 

36 

, 56 

19 „ 8 ; 

25 „ 4 

Dinajpur 

44 

. 67 

9 „ 7 

14 .. 7 

Kangpur 

31 

, 55 

26 „ 10 

34 .. 10 

Pabna-Bogra 

29 

. 50 

28 „ 10 

30 „ 10 

Chittagong 

30 

. 52 

51 „ 7 

56 „ 7 

Noakhali 

42 

. 68 

22 „ 10 

32 11 

Tippora 

37 

. 70 

35 „ 16 

39 „ 14 


M«Ulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon hie Member be pleased 
to state liow Government proj>ose to reduce the staff? 

Tho Hon’blc Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: As appointments fall vacant, 
they will not be filled up until the proper proportion of typists and 
copyists has been arrived at. 

MiUltri TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Within what period of time will 
it reach the prescribed standard? 

The Hon*bl« Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cannot say. 
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Filling up vacancies in the ministerial staff by the District Judge, 

Dacca. 

. M4. Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN SARKER: («) Will the Hou’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
whether there is any general principle and prot^edure to be adopted and 
observed by the District Judges in the Presidency of Bengal in filling 
up vacancies in the ministerial staff of the Civil Courts ? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, will the 11on*ble 
Member be pleased to state the rules ? 

(r) Is it a fact that vacancies incurring in the ministerial staff of 
the District Judge of Dacca are not notified? 

(<i) Is it a fact that the District Judge of Dacca has of late filled 
up two vacancies in the ministerial staff, by appointing two non* 
matriculated candidates in su]M*rsession of the claims of more qualified 
candidates, some of whom were graduates and under-graduates? 

(c) Will the Ilon'ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department 
be pleased to state whether there was any applicant, for the said two 
vacant jsists, belonging to the depressed community? 

< /) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ hie 
Member be pleased to state his qualifications? 

iff) Will the Ilon'ble Member be pleased to state the reason why 
his case was not taken into consideration, in pursuance of the liberal 
policy of the Government towards the backward community? 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: <«) Under section 80, 
Civil Courts Act, 1X87, District Judges have the jiower to appoint 
the ministerial officers of their courts and are not subject to the control 
of the local Government in this matter. 

( b ) Does not arise. 

(c) No: there were 850 applications for two permanent and two 
temporary vacancies. 

(d) No: the ap|*ointiu«*iit* were made by the District Judge on the 
merits of the applicants. Government have no information regarding 
the educational qualifications of the various candidates. 

(e) and if) Cannot be ascertained as the applications were returned 
by the District Judge. 

(g) All cases were duly considered by the District Judge. 
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C toting of ooifrtf and offloes for odipsos. 

•f«. irijtH NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Judicial and Political Departments be 
pleased to state what is the rule as regards closing the courts and 
offices subordinate to the Government of Bengal on the occasion of a 
solar or lunar eclipse? 

(b) Is it in the contemplation of Government to make an order 
making it obligatory on all heads of offices and courts to close their 
respective offices and courts on the day of any solar eclipse and the 
day following a lunar esclipse instead of leaving it to the discretion 
of such officers? 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) The High Court, 
under the power vested in it by section 15 of the Civil Court’s Act, 
1887, prepares a list of holidays each year to be observed by the civil 
courts. Holidays on the occasion of either the solar or lunar eclipse 
are not in this list. 

As regards revenue and magisterial courts, the member is referred 
to rules 246 (ir) and 253 of the Practice and Procedure Manual, 
1918. Copy of the rules is placed on the table. The High Court 
has also directed that in addition to notified holidays civil courts shall 
remain dosed on such days as are observed as local holidays in the 
executive offices. 

(b) No. 

Rules referred to the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 15. 
THE BENGAL PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE MANUAL, 1918. 

Chapter VI. 

Holidays. 

246. The holidays given in public offices are divided by the Gov- 
ernment of India into four classes: — 

<o 

<«) 

(iit) 

(tr) Local holidays not announced by the local Government, but 
given at the discretion of the district authorities on the 
occasion of a local fair or festival or for some other reason. 

• • • • * 

253 A statement showing the local holidays 

allowed in each district in Bengal and included in class (i») f will be 
found in Appendix I to this chapter. The local holidays observed in 
each district shall be restricted to those shown in column 3 of the 
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statement and where their number exceeds the prescribed limit erf 
Seven whole days in the year, the holiday or holidays shown in column 
6 of the appendix shall be given up as a set-off against this excess 
number. In cases where the number falls short of seven, no addition 
way be made to the appendix without the express sanction of Govern- 
ment. This will not, however, affect the grant at the discretion of dis- 
trict authorities of holidays on the special occasions of a solar or lunar 
eclipse, nor will they deprive Muhammadan, Brahmo, Bhutia aud 
Jain officers of the speciu! holiday permissible to them. 

APPENDIX I. 

(Kri.K 2f>d.) 


Statement shoirtng the local holidays allowed in each ilistrict in Bengal . 


Olvtoon. 

Oatrtcf 

Name of tonU holiday » 

Number 

of 

dayft 

Time. 

Holiday* under thr 
Negotiable lua- 
trtimmta Art to 
lie replaced by 
ttie local boll- 
day* In encewi of 
•even. 

1 

2 

n 

4 

r* 

fl 

Burdwan 

Burdwan 

Blrbhum . . 

Bankttrm 

Mklaaporr . . 

t'ttami&n or Makar 
Sank rant 1 

S'varatri 

Holl (or Ohulat following 
the Dol Jatra). 

Bath Jatra 

Nandotftah (thr day 
following Janma«tainl) 
Bhratrldwitlva 

Kartlk Buja 

Total 

Cattle fthow 

Kmdutl or Joydeb Mr la 

Bakrrftwar MHa 

Mukhtear* Kali BuJ* 

K arid ha and Bhandlr* 
hart Rath Jatra. 
Bhratridwltha 

<Jo*hta tditaml 

Total 

Bhratridwltlva 

Bank lira F.fthlbiUou 

| Total 

1 ttarayan Hankrantl . 
Hivaralri 

Rath Jatra 

l Ita Hath or Ptinar 
Jatra. 

Bhratridwttiya 

Raft Jatra 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

January 

February or 

Marrh 

March. 

Jnnr or July 

AugoM or Sep- 
tember 

Ortol«er or No* 
vrmlirf 

Noft’erahcr. 

January* or Feb- 
ruary 

January or Feb- 
ruary 

Marrh 

April 

June or July 

Oftot*r or No- 
vember. 

NovemWr 

October m No- 
ft miliar. 

January 

February of 

Marrh. 

|junr or July. 

October or No- 
vember 

November. 
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* Division. 

District. 

Name of local holiday*. 

Number 

of 

days. 

Time. 

Hobdays under the 
Negotiable Ins- 
trument* Act to 
be replaced by 
the local holi- 
day* In excess of 
seven. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

Burdwan 

Hooghly . , 

Pttarsyan Hankranti . . 
Hlvaratri 

Malta FUmni 

Rath Jatra 

Punar Jatra 
Bhratrldwltiya 

Kartfk Pula 

1 

1 

I 

1 

January. 
February or 

March. 

March or April 
| June or July. 
October or No- 
vember. 




Total 

; 




Howrah 

fiharatri 

Holl 

Maha Raruni 

Nriram Nahauii 

Rath Jatra 
Rharatriduitiya 

Ra* Jatra . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 

February or 

March. 

March. 

March or April 
April. 

June or July. 
October or No- 
vemlier. 
Novemlwr. 




Total 

7 



Presidency . . 

24-Pargatms 

Rath Jatra 

Punar Jatra 

Martini 

Siva rat ri 

Kart Ik Puja 

! 

i 

i 

| June or July. 

March or April. 
February or 

March 

NovciuIht. 




Total 

A 




Nadia 

Ra* Jatra . . 

Maghl I'umlma 

Slvaratrl 

Raradole 

Rath Jatra 

Kart Ik Puja 

1 

1 

] 

1 

* 

November. 
Januar> or Feb 
ruary. 

February or 

March. 

March. 

June or July. 
Novemlicr 

* 



Total 

5* 




Muridildahad 

Slvaratrl 

Met la 

Rath Jatra 

Jhulan 

Ran jet la Fair 
t'hehelum 

Rhratridwltlya 

l 

1 

l 

l 

1 

1 l 

February or 

March. 

: March 

June or July. 

July or August, 

May 

October or No- 
vemlier. 




Total 

7 


' 


Jeeao re 

Rath Jatra 

Slvaratrl 

Jeaaore Industrial and 
Agricultural Exhibi- 
tion. 

1 

1 

2 

June or July. 
February or 

March. 




Total 

4 




Khulna 

Coronation Industrial 
and Agricultural Kx- 
hlbftton at Khulna. 
Slvaratrl 

Rath Jatra 

S ha h-i- Karat 

2 

1 

1 

1 

February or 

March. 

June or July. 




Total 

& 
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Division. I Dtatrlct, Name of local holiday*. 



Holiday* under U* 
Negotiable In*, 
t rumen t a Art to 
hr replaced by 
the local hott- 
•lay* tn firm of 
•even. 


Dacca 

Slvaratri 


Auhtami or Brahmaputra 
Hnan. 

Bengali Ne« Year’* Day 
Haehtl Fuja 


Tolal 

Mymrntlngh 

Klvarafri 


A*htami or Brahmaputra 
Hnan 

Id-ul Fltr (extra day) . . 
Id-ur /.ului (extra day) 


lota! 

Farid pur 

Dol Jatra 

Sivaratrt 


Bengali New Year’# Day 
Hath Jatra 


Total 

BakarganJ 

(ttarayan or Fau* Han- 
krantl 

Hlvaral ri (tlu- day (olkiw 
big) 

Ih»l Jatra (extra i|ay) . 
Bengali New Year’* Day 


Tidal 

Chittagong 

Hlvaral rl 


Bengali New Year'* Da> 
l>ol Jatra . . 

A*oka*r*ini 

Hani Nabami 

Nag Xankranfi 


Total 

Tipper* 

Hlvarnt ri 


Bengali New 1 ear’* Dav 
Hath Jatra 

1 ttarayan 


Total 

Noakhali .. 

Hharatri 


!>ot Jatra . . 

Bengali New Year** Day 
Nag Hankrantl 
(ttarayan 


Total 

Chittagong 

HUJTract*. 

Mohainuni Mrla 


February or 
March. 

April. 


February or 
March. 

A lull. 


Marrh. 

February or 
Marrh. 

April 

Juno or July 


February or 
March. 

April. 

Marrh. 

April 

Ik*. 

August. 


Vr l>ruary < 
Marrh. 

April. 

4u»r or July. 
January 


February or 
March. 

March. 

April. 

Aufuat. 

January. 


Day*. 

(tripaortiaittl 1 
Jaaadhatri 1 
Pula. 

Chafe Han* I 
krantl. 

Janmaahtaml I 
Mahataya . . 1 
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Dtvfckm. 

District. 

Name of local holidays. 

Number 

of 

days. 

Time. 

Holidays under the 
Wegrtlabta I** 
trumenti Aet to 
be replaced by 
the local holi- 
days In exeeee of 
•even. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

Rajaliahl . . 

Rajshahl . . 

Barun 1 Oanga Snan 
Slvaratri 

Rath Jatra 

1 

1 

1 

March or April. 
February or 

March. 

June or July. 




Total 

3 




Dinajpur . . 

Bhratridwltiva 

Has Jatra . . 

1 

1 

October or Nov- 
ember. 
November. 




Total 

O 




Jalpalgurl . . 

Saraswati Puja (extra 
day). 

Dol Jatra (extra day) . . 
Slvaratri 

Manasha Puja 

1 

1 

1 

1 

January or Feb- 
bniary. 

March. 

February or 
March. 

August. 




Total 

4 




Darjeeling . . 

Hhratridwltlya 

Rath Jatra 

Slvaratri 

Id-nl- Kltr (extra dav) .. 
Iri-tir-Zuha (extra da\ ) 
Akhirl Chahar Shamha 
Shah-i-ltarat 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

October or Nov- 
ember. 

June or July. 
February or 

March. 




Total 

7 




Rangpur 

Slvaratri 

Aalitami nr Brahmaputra 
Snan 

1 

1 

February or 

March 

April 

' 



Total 

2 




Rogra 

Bamnt (Sanaa Snan 
Jamlrttola Fair 

Rath Jatra 

1 

t 

1 

March or April. 

June or July. 




Total 

S 



' 

Pabna 

Ratantl Kallka Puja 

Rath Jatra 

1 

1 

January’ or Fe- 
bruary. 

June or July. 




Total 

2 




Mai da 

Slvaratri 

Hamnl Oanga Snan 
Ramkall Fair 

Coronation Exhibition . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

February or 

March. 

March or April. 




Total 

4 




Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state what possible objections Government have in excluding 
solar or lunar eclipse from the list of holidays? 

TIM Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know what reasons 
Government had when they framed the rule. 










1929.] 


QUESTIONS. 


43 


Unstirred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

District and Sessions Judge for Pabna and Bogra. 

1. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI; 

(a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware 
of the great difficulties and sufferings undergone by the litigant public 
of Bogra under the present system of having one District and Sessions 
Judge for Pabna and Bogra? 

(b) Is the Hon 'hie Member aware of the fact that the public of 
Bogra have made repeated representations to the Government for the 
posting of a separate District and Sessions Judge at Bogra? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state for how many days 
the District Judge was engaged during the years 1920 and 1927 in dis- 
posing Bogra works, both civil and criminal? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased to state for the years 
1925, 1926 and 1927 the number of under-trial prisoners committed to 
the Sessions, whose trials could not Ik* taken up for want of time of 
the Sessions Judge? 

(e) How many cases tabled foi one session had to stand over the 
next session for want of time duiing the years 1925, 1926 and 1927P 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of the Government to pout a separate District and 
Sessions Judge at Bogra in the near future? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: («/ Several petition* 
representing these difficulties were received. 

( h ) Yea. 

(c) 1926 — 139 days for criminal work ; 3 days for civil work. 
1927 — 109 days for criminal work; 2 duys for civil work. 

(d) 1925 — 50 ; 1926 — 23 ; 1927—54. 

(e) A statement is placed on the table. 

(/) No. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (e) of unstarred question 
No. 1. showing number of cases tabled for one session which had 
to stand, over for the next session for want of time of the Sessions 
Judge during the years 1926, 1926 and 1927. 


1025. 

February Session 

2 cases tabled for February Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

May Session 

4 cases tabled for May Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

August Session 

. . 10 case* tabled for August Session had to stand over 

to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

November Session . . 

7 cases tabled for November Session had to stand 
over to the next session for want of time cf 
the Sessions Judge. 

1926. 

February Session 

4 cases tabled for February Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

May Session 

3 cases tabled for May Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

August Session 

2 cases tabled for August Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions .lodge. 

November Session . . 

. . Nil. 

1927. 

February Session 

. . 1 case tabled for February Session had to stand over 

to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

May Session 

4 cases tabled for May Session liad to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

August Session 

8 cases tabled for August Session had to stand over 
to the next session for want of time of the 
Sessions Judge. 

November Session . . 

6 cases tabled for November Session had to stand 
over to the next session for want of time of 
the Sessions Judge. 


Cost of construction of the quarters for the Additional Sessions 


Judge at Bogra. 

2. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

Will the Hoifble Member in charge of the Judicial Department be 
pleased to state the cost incurred bv the Government in constructing 
the quarters and court buildings for the District Judge at Bogra? 

The Hoifble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The cost of construction 
of the quarters for the Additional Sessions Judge at Bogra was 
Rs. 74, JW6 (including the cost of land Its. 14,188) and the cost of the 
combined court buildings for the Sessions Judge, Subordinate Judge 
and Additional Munsif, Bogra, was Rs. 1,21,888 (including cost of 
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Cost of transmission of documents from the district record room 
at Pabna to Bogra. 

3. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI: 

(a) Will the Hon’hle Member in charge of the Judicial Department 
be pleased to state for the years 1925, 192(1 and 1927 the amount of 
money spent in the civil courts at Bogra under the head “ cost of 
calling for documents from the district record room at Pabna ”? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that records called for from the Pabna record room do not arrive 
in proper time very often? 

(c) How many records were called for during the years 192b and 
1927? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: pM The amount of money 
spent as cost of transmission of documents from the district record 
room at Pabna to Bogra was Hs. 98(>, Its. 819 and lls. 77f> for the 
years 1925, 192(i and 1927, respectively. 

(h) No. 

(c) 1,09b and 1,085 records were called for Irom the Pabna record 
room during the years 1920 and 1927, respectively. 


Increase of crime in certain areas of Murshldabad. 

4. Maharaj Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Memlier in charge of the Police Department aware of the 
increase of crime at Gokarnu, Saktipur and Dnulutuhad in the Murshi- 
dabad district? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of (Gov- 
ernment to reconsider the question of re-establishing the ]>ol ice-stations 
which have been abolished? 

Tha Hon’bfa Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (n) Government are aware 
that there has been an increase of crime in these areas. 

(b) If crime continues to increase Government will consider 
whether the establishment of additional police-stations is necessary. 
Meanwhile Government are carefully watching the situation with a 
view to taking any action which may be considered necessary to put 
a stop to* criminal activities in these localities. 
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Medical School at Berhampore. 

5. Maharaj Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: (a) Will the 

Hon’blc Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Govern- 
ment he pleased to state whether there is any possibility of the opening 
of the proposed Medical School at Berhampore in the near future? 

(b) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason of the 
delay that has already occurred in the matter? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MUTER: (a) So far as 

can be foreseen at present the school is likely to be opened in July, 

1929. 

( b) The scheme involves certain additions to the local hospital 
besides those which have already been constructed. The project as a 
whole cannot be sanctioned until final plans and estimates for these 
additions have been submitted to Government and approved. Further- 
more, there has been delay in realising the local contributions; only a 
fraction of the amount promised had been paid up so far. 

Assistant 8ub- Inspectors of the Calcutta Police. 

6. Maharaj Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: (a) Will the 
Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state whether the Assistant Nub-Inspectors of the Calcutta Police will 
participate in the increment to be given to officers of the Calcutta Police 
force as stated in the budget speech? 

(b) If the answer to («) is in the negative, will the Ilon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons which have weighed with him 
in leaving them out ? 

The Hon'blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) No. 

(b) More than sufficient candidates of a suitable type are available 
for appointment as Assistant Sub-Inspectors on the prevailing scale of 
pay, and in the present state of the finances of the province Govern- 
ment do not feel justified in recommending any increase. Further, 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors have good prospects of promotion to higher 
ranks. 


Dttenu 8ri jut Dhirendranath Mukharji. 

7. Or. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

' (d) the date on which Srijut Dhirendranath Mukharji was 
arrested ; 

(b) wdieu he was ordered domicile; 

(e) where he has been domiciled; 
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(d) whether the Government is aware that Rnwpal is an extremely 

malarious place ; 

(e) whether the Government is aware that detenus, who were 

previously interned at Rampal, contracted malaria; and 
(/) whether the Government is considering the desirability of 
transferring him to a healthier place? 

Th§ Mon ’bit Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: {a) Kith August, I92<S. 

(b) November, 1027. 

(c) First at Khonu; then at Udaypur. 

(</), (c) and if) Do not arise. 

Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state where the detenu in question is now residing? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 would ask for fresh 
notice. I do not know whether he is still in domicile. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether Udaipur is a healthy place? 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 do not know. 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member, who 
is a . 0/6 jtintu I . (\ S 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Gupta, I am afraid 1 cannot allow that 
question if you put it in that form. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member say 
why in answering thole question* he appears to know ho little. 

(No answer was given.) 


D4to«tu Sattth Chandra Chakrabarty. 

8. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Ilou’hle Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(/*) when Srijut Sntish Chandra Chakrabarty of Raruli (district 
Khulna ) was arrested under the operation of Bengal Regu- 
lation III of 1818; 

(b) whether Srijut Chakrabarty is now under the operation of 

the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1926; 

(c) whether Srijut Chakrabarty has lx*en suffering from filaria; 

(d) what the Government proposes to do for the medical treat- 

ment of Srijut Chakrabarty till he is completely cured of 
his illness; and 

( e ) whether the Government intends to release him immediately? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) On 13th January, 1924. 

(h) Yen. 

(c) He has been suffering from filariasis. 

(d) As the detenu has expressed a preference for treatment by 
kabirajet to that by Government’s medical officers, Government do not 
propose to take any action. 

(e) He has already been released subject to the conditions mentioned 
in section 11(a), (b) and (c) of the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, 1925. 


State prisoner Satish Chandra Pakrasi. 

9. Mr. «I0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that when Srijut Satish Chandra Pakrasi 

was granted leave for a month to see his sick parents at 
his native village Madhalxli, district Dacca, police escorts 
were placed in front of his house to watch the movements 
of people to and from his home; 

( b ) whether it is a fact that the police escorts, so placed, used 

to interfere with the movements of ladies to and from the 
house ; 

(c) whether Srijut Pakrasi remonstrated with the police for this; 

(d) whether this had something to do with his sudden removal 

from home back to Dacca jail within a few days of his 
arrival at home; and 

(c) if this was not the case, the reason for such behaviour? * 


Thi Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Satish Chandra 
Pakrasi, whilst a State prisoner under Regulation III, was granted 
leave to see his parents who were ill. No period of leave was fixed. 
He was accompanied by an escort as is usual under such conditions. 

(5), (c) and (d) Answer is in the negative. 

(e) He was taken back to Dacca after being allowed to remain at 
home for four days, because while a State prisoner he could not be 
permitted to remain at his home indefinitely. 
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Water-soaroity in MurshNtafead, 

19. MaharaJ Kumar IRIS CHANDRA HANDY: {a) U the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Government aware 
of water-scarcity in the district of Murshidabad? 

(b) If the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Government is in a position to 
prepare a scheme and provide money for removing the scarcity 
permanently? 

The Hori’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Government 
have no special information, but are aware that there is a general 
scarcity of good drinking water in the rural areas of Hengul. 

(5) Government are prepared to advnuee money to district boards 
for the provision of sources of water-supply and to ussist them to meet 
the loan charges by making a recurring grant of Rs. *2$ lukhs a year. 
Government’s policy in this respect is set forth in Circulars Nos. 103-10* 
T.P.H. of 28th May, 1928, and Nos. 134-38 T.IMI. of 14th June. 192f 
copies of which are laid on the table. 


Circulars referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question 

No. 10. 

Nos. 103-107 T. V . //., dated Darjeeling , the 2Sth May , VJ2S % from the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal , to all Commissioners of 
Jh visions. 

I am directed to address you on the* subject of the improvement 
of rural water-supply in Bengal by advancing loans to district board*. 
The adoption of a loon policy for rural water-supply was discussed at 
a conference of the district board representatives held at the Govern- 
ment House on 3rd December, 1927, at the instance of the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department, There 
was a consensus of opinion in favour of adopting such a policy, and 
if the delegates present at the conference correctly voiced the opiniou 
of district boards, it may be assumed that the policy in general will 
commend itself to the boards. Indeed the conference passed an unani- 
mous resolution accepting the loan policy that was explained to the 
members of the conference. 

2. It is proposed that the present loan will be available only for 
sources of water-supply which, with due attention to maintenance and 
repairs, will be more or less of a permanent character. In any case 
the sources of such supply should last with arrangements for mainte- 
nance and repairs for at least 25 to 30 years — the proposed period of 
the service of the loan not being less than 25 years. 
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3. During the period o i the service oi the loan the district boards 
will have to undertake the following responsibilities: — 

(i) Punctual payment of the amount«that may be fixed as the 
board’s share of the interest and sinking fund — the actual 
rate to be communicated to the boards later on, after appli- 
cations from different boards have been received and an 
approximate idea of the total amount has been ascertained. 
The boards, however, can proceed on the assumption that 
their share of the interest and sinking fund on the tctnl 
loan will not exceed 4-5-6ths per cent, per annum. 

(li) The boards must keep each source of supply constructed out 
of the loan fund in proper repair and maintenance as a 
wholesome source of water-supply fit for human 
consumption. 

(til) On failure of either of these conditions, Government will 
reserve to themselves the right in case of (i) of deducting* 
the amount defaulted from the augmentation grant of the 
boards, and in case of (i7) of spending the amount neces- 
sary to render the source of water-supply fit for human 
consumption and of deducting the total of such expendi- 
ture from the augmentation grant of the board. In case 
the augmentation grant does not prove sufficient, Government 
will retain the right of realising the expenditure incurred 
on either of these two heads from the board. 

(ir) The boards will also maintain a separate list of sources of 
watei -supply constructed out of the loan fund together with 
the amount of expondituie incurred on them, so that neces- 
sary facilities tor inspection and repoit may exist. 


4. As was explained by the Hon’ble Minister in his speech at the 
district board conference on the 3rd December last, Government Will 
contribute a sum equal to half the amount set apart by the district 
boards for the service of the loan as their share of the interest and 
sinking fund so far as is possible within the limits of the regular 
Government giant of Rs. 2} lakhs a year. It will be safe to proceed 
on the basis that the total amount that will be necessary to set apart 
for interest and sinking fund will not exceed 7] per cent. It may 
perhaps be a little less than the figure mentioned. Out of the per 
cent, the district boards will have to pay not exceeding 4*5-6ths per 
cent, as their share of the interest and sinking fund charges, and 
Government will pay not exceeding 2 -5-12ths per cent, as their share 
of the interest and sinking fund charges up to a limit of Rs. 2} lakhs 
a year. After applications have been received from the various dis- 
trict boards, the position will be examined further, and it may be 
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possible that the total amount of interest and sinking fund will be 
less than 7J per cent., and the boards* share will accordingly be less 
than 4*5-6ths per cent. 

5. I am next to indicate, by way of illustration, the classes of 
sources of water-supply on which the proposed loan money can be 
spent. It has already been observed that the sources of supply must 
be more or less of a permanent nature. Sources such as tanks, ptor/i 
wells, and in some districts founts for damming drinking water reser- 
voirs. opening out of dying rivers, channels and silted up kiwis, to 
the extent only that they may serve as sources of wholesome drinking 
water for a reasonable number of people, may Ik* suitable. Other 
sources of a more ui less j>eimnnent natute j>eculi»r to local condition* 
may also la* considered. I am also to observe that this loun money 
will not la* available foi construction of small tula* wells with limited 
lives and requiring constant attention. Whether a loan policy for u 
conijMiratively short period is feasible or not for sources of water- 
supply through tube wells may have to la* considered later, but as 
these small tula* wells obviously cannot have a life of 26 or 80 years 
the present loan money cannot be utilised for the construction of such 
tula* wells. 

f>. It is necessary to draw the attention of the district boards to 
the fact that with the increased sources of water-supply expenditure 
for the maintenance of such supply will increase. It should also lie 
pointed out that district boards should not use the whole of the money 
that they ordinarily sja'iid on water-supply for the service of this loan, 
oi for the maintenance charges of new souices of water-supply con- 
st i ueted « ui t of the loan mm»e> . The following illustration will per- 
haps be helpful in explaining the |x»sitioii to the district hoards. 

Assuming that a paiticular district board has 1k»cii spending 
Its. 50,000 annually (the average amount for thiee years qient on 
original works, see column 98, form 8, of the statement showing ♦he 
expenditure of district hoards in Bengal), it will not Is* prudent for 
such district Ixmrd to set apart more than, say, Its. 25,000 for the 
service of the loan, unless of couise it can imiease its resources in 
other ways, i.c., by retrenchment or by increase of income. 

7. What is immediately wanted of the district boards is that they 
should submit to Government as early as possible, and not later than 
the end of June next, a statement showing the amount of loan they 
require for this year, so that Government may try to arrange about 
the loan and to pay the amount of loan asked for early in the cold 
weather. The district boards should prepare a programme of the work 
which they expect to be able to carry out before the rainy season of 
1929. The whole of the yield of this year's loan need not lie spent 
within the current financial year; work left unfinished on 81st March 
may be completed in 1929-80. It is, however, to be clearly understood 
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that the district boards will make themselves responsible for the amount 
of their share of the interest and sinking funds if they apply for the 
loan, although they may not require the full amount for which they 
have applied or are unable to spend the whole sum within the period 
estimated. 

8. Survey of the existing sources of water-supply. — For the state- 
ment that is required by the end of June, a total figure only is required 
without details; but the district boards should, by the end of August, 
submit a full programme of work showing — 

(a) details of the sources to be provided, 

(h) amount of loan to be drawn during the current year (i.e. y a 
repetition of the figure reported in June), 

(c) amount of loan to be drawn in the coming year, 

(d) amount (if any) to l>e drawn in later years. In circular 

Nos. 2602-2606 I\H. of 21st November, 1927, you were 
requested to ask the district boards in your division to have 
their water-supply maps and registers completed and kept 
up-to-date. The information contained in these documents 
should be of material help to the district boards in the 
framing of their proposals. 

9. Choice of the source of water-supply best suited to each 
locality . — It will In 1 for the district boards to consider the kind of 
sources best suited to local conditions, and they should in this second 
statement furnish estimates as to the number of tanks or other sources 
of water-supply that are proposed, together with estimates of their 
cost. 

10. In this second statement they should also set out how much 
they expect to raise locally and how much they propose to find from 
the loan money. 

11. Government will of course reserve to themselves the right of 
advising the district boards and of prescribing how the loan money 
can be best utilised. Government will also retain the right of inspec- 
tion and of requiring the district boards to survey existing sources 
of water-supply and to draw up a programme so as to provide the whole 
of each district with adequate sourc es of water-supply within a definite 
period. 

12. After the amount of the loan and the terms of repayment 
have been settled, it will be necessary to discuss and to come to a 
decision on various questions affecting the solution of this important 
problem. I am, however, at this preliminary stage, to call the atten- 
tion of district boards to the importance of securing adequate local 
contributions, wherever possible, to supplement their loan funds. It 
is expected that the aggregate local contribution should not be less 
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than one-third of the total expenditure. This does not mean that 
a local contribution of exactly one-third of the cost is expected for 
each particular scheme. Well-to-do communities should be expected 
to* provide more, while for some places a contribution of even less 
than one-third will be permissible. There are two other points which 
I would mention at this stage, namely, that wherever a tank or well 
is provided out of this loan money, some arrangement should be made 
either with a local authority or one or more persons of influence in 
the locality who will undertake to do their best to keep the source 
of water-supply in a wholesome condition. The next point is that 
wherever the source of water-supply is such that fish can be reared, 
fish should he reared in such source and the estimated income from 
the sale of fish should he taken into consideration. 

Id. Government are at the present moment engaged in coming to 
a decision as to their future policy for the application of the lmin 
money, and it is to be clearly understood that the district boards will 
]>e bound by the policy that Government proviso to lay down in future. 
Ft may, however, he noted that before coming to a final decision about 
the policy for the application of the bum money, Government propose 
to consult the representatives of the district boards. 


.Aoj*. M4->S /. P. //., flute*! Darjcclnuj , the 14th June, Jfl'JS, from the 
Secretary to the (invent ment of Henyal, to all Commissioner* of 
Divisions. 

I am directed to address you on the subject of making loans to 
union boards to enable them to execute works of improvement, such as 
are mentioned in sections dO and dl of the Village Self-Government 
Act, of a more or le— permanent nature. When, for instance, a new 
road is opened, the benefit conferred on people who use the road is not 
confined to the year of construction only, ami the whole cost of the 
work should not fall on the yield of a -ingle year’s union rate. If the 
union Iwmrd* can borrow money at need their sphere of usefulness will 
he extended and they will be able to cany out more extensive works of 
improvement than if they had to finance all their undertakings from 
current income. 

2. If union boards are to borrow, the obvious source from which 
loans should be taken is the district fund. For more than one reason 
Government could not agree to lend money direct to union hoards 
from provincial funds. The number of union lwards in Bengal 
already runs into thousand*, and it is impracticable for Government 
to act as banker to a va>t number of local authorities, especially as in 
the event of default Government have no means of realising arrears 
except by instructing the Commissioner to take the drastic step of 
removing the president or superseding the union board under section 
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5C of the Village Self-Government Act. Loans should accordingly be 
taken from the district board as the chief local authority in the dis- 
trict charged with control in financial and other matters over minor 
ruml self-governing bodies. District boards have powers which enable 
them to enforce compliance with the terms on which loans are granted 
and can, if necessary, apply pressure by withholding grants payable 
under section 46 of the Act. 

3. At the same time the fact that as a rule the balance at a dis- 
trict board’s disposal is not sufficient to allow of advances to union 
boards on any large scale cannot be overlooked. Government (Ministry 
of Local Self-Government) are therefore prepared, so far as the state 
of their own balances and of their borrowing capacity permits, to 
adopt a policy of lending money to district boards in order that they 
in turn may grant loans to union boards. It has hitherto been sup- 
posed that such a policy would be contrary to the provisions of section 
3 of the lx>cal Authorities’ Loans Act (Act IX of 1914), but Govern- 
ment are now advised that there is no legal bar to such a procedure. 
I am, therefore, to say that Government are willing to consider appli- 
cations for loans from district boards who are prepared to lend out the 
sums so borrowed to union boards for suitable projects of village im- 
provements, and district boards in your division may be informed 
accordingly. 

4. I am to point out that the district boards will be wholly res- 
ponsible for the punctual payment of interest and sinking fund 
charges on such loans, and default by union boards will not exempt a 
district board from payment of the full amount due to Government on 
the proper date. To safeguard themselves, therefore, district boards 
will be well advised not to entertain applications for loans from union 
hoards unless the following conditions ore observed: — 

(a) The scheme for the execution of which a loan is required 

should be one which can be undertaken under the Village 
Self-Government Act and which will be of real and lasting 
l>enefit to the inhabitants of the union concerned. 

(b) The period of repayment should not exceed the effective life 

of the work to be executed. 

(c) The union board to which a loan is granted must have settled 

down and gained the confidence of the rate-payers by some 
solid achievement and must show signs of comparative 
stability; the possibility that when a board is reconsti- 
tuted the new members may repudiate the action of their 
predecessors must be foreseen and guarded against. 

(d) Ordinarily the loan should not be so large that after meeting 

interest and repayment charges the surplus yield of the 
union rate under section 37 (b) will be nil or a very small 
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amount. This point is of particular importance when the 
proposed scheme is one that will benefit a certain propor- 
tion of the residents only. 

(e) In order that there should be some guarantee of punctual re- 
payment without resorting to any drastic step such as 
supersession, the sum lent to a particular union board 
should not ordinarily be so large that the annual equated 
payments exceed the normal amount of grant-in-aid which 
the district hoard is prepared to make to that union board 
under section 4o of the Village Self-Government Act. 

I am to add that the rate of interest to In* charged to union boards 
must not exceed the rate payable to Government on loans taken for 
the purpose described in this letter. 

5. I am in this connection to refer to circular Nos. 10.1-07 T. 
P.H., dated the 28th May. 1028, relating to n loan policy for rural 
water-supply. The loans tuken by district lxmrds in pursuance of 
that policy should, when supplemented by local contributions, go a 
considerable way toward* providing sources of good water-supply in 
rural area*. Much will, however, remain to l»e done before every 
village in Bengal i* supplied with a really satisfactory system of 
water-supply. It is desirable, therefoie. that the amount spent by dis- 
trict boards in the terms of that circular should 1 h* supplemented by 
loans granted to union Ixmrd* for the same object. Other kinds of 
project* which may suitably be financed by union boards out of 
borrowed money, are the construction of roads and bridge* and of 
small irrigation works and the excavation of drainage channels. 

(>. I am now to request you to bring the contents of this letter to 
the notice of the district hojuds in your division. They may be 
invited to decide after considering applications from union hoards lot 
what schemes they are willing to grant loans, and to report their 
requirements to Government in due course in the prescrilied form for 
loan applications, through the usual channel, with detail* of the pro- 
jects in question. I/oan applications for the purpose* of tb£ budget of 
the year 1929-30 can be considered only if they teach Government not 
later than the loth August, 1928. 


Trial of tosoions oases. 

11. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Judicial Dejmrtment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

0) the number of sessions ea*e* tried in each district in Bengal 
during the years 1920 and 192 1 . in which the accused 
person* weie Muhammadans and the party aggrieved Hindus; 
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(it) the respective numbers of Hindu, Muhammadan and Christian 
jurors who were selected for trying those cases; 

(tii) the verdict of the jury in each of these cases; and 
(ir) how, if at all, the verdict was divided, i.e., how many gave 
their opinion as “ guilty 99 and how many as “ not guilty ”? 

The HofTble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (/), (ii), (Hi) and (ir) The 
information asked for cannot be supplied without the compilation of 
special statistics by each sessions court involving an expenditure of 
labour and time which Government do not consider would be justified. 


Detenus and 8tate prisoners in Yervada Jail, Bombay. 

12. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department been drawn 
to the attitude of the authorities in the Yervada Jail in the Bombay 
Presidency refusing to address the detenus and State prisoners with 
“ Mr.” or “ Sri jilt ” before their names ? 

{b) Do the Government propose to issue instructions to properly 
address the detenus and State prisoners under restraint? 

(c) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the fact 
that Srijut Satish Chandra Pukrnsi was abused and pushed by the 
Superintendent of the Yervada Jail? 

(</) If so, what steps, if any, have been taken in the mutter? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason why 
Srijut Subhas Chandra Bose, m.l.c., was nut ]>ermitted to see detenu 
Srijut Nurendra Mohan (those at the Yervada Central Prisons, Poona? 

(f) Is it a fact that Mr. Bose obtained permission of the Deputy 
Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch, Criminal Investigation 
Department, Bengal, for the said purpose? 

{y) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table tie 
correspondence that passed between Governments of Bombay and 
Beugal about this interview? 

Thu Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: «v) Yes. 

{b) No. 

(c) No, 

(d) Does not arise. 

(c) Government are not prepared to state the reasons. 

if) Yes. 

iff) No. The correspondence is confidential. 
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Romarfcs against c ertain polios olVIoors by tho Additional t oss ions Judgo, 
Aliporo, in tho Criminal Appoal prsfarrod by Panchanan Banorjo* 

. and another. 

13. MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: {a) Will tho 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Police Department l>e pleased to state 
whether his attention has been drawn to the judgment delivered by 
Mr. T. B. Jameson, i.c.s., Additional Sessions Judge, Alij>ore, in the 
criminal appeal preferred by Panchanan Bauer joe and Shib Nath 
Bhattacharji, dated the Gth February last ? 

< b ) If so, what steps, if any, have lieen taken in connection with 
the remarks of the Judge against the Deputy ( bmmissioner of Police 
and the Tbann Officer of Tollygunge? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: «i) Yes. 

ib) The matter is under the consideration of Government. 

Bobu AKHIL CHANDRA DUTTA: Will the Hon'ble Member be* 
pleased to Jfate wlietbei anv “tops will be taken before the officers 
concerned aie allowed to letiie with full pension? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not know when they 
aie due to retire but I may leinind the lion'ble member that the High 
r>urt ha* lefii'-ed to sanction their prosecution for perjury. I cannot 
say whether they aie going to retire. 

Bobu AKHIL CHANDRA DUTTA: My question is this: whether 
any steps will he taken within a reasonable period of time? 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Yes. 

Dttonu 8ri jut Narondra Nath Bon. 

14. Mr. 40CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: <«) Will the Hon’blo 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) when Sri jut Xnrendra Nath Sen was arrested; 

tii) when he was removed to Burma; and 

(til) the present condition of his health? 

ib) Is it a fact that Srijut Narendra Nath Sen has been suffering 
from nervous breakdown? 

<c) Is it a fact that Srijut Narendra Nath Sen ha# been suffering 
from brain complaint? 
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(d) Is it a fact that confinement in jail is injurious to Srijut Narendra 
Nath Sen under the present condition of his health? 

( e ) Have the Government considered the desirability of his release 
under the present condition of his health? 

The Hon’bte Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) (i) September 19th, 

1925. 

(it) June 4th, 1926. 

(Hi) He was last medically examined on June 24th, 1928, and his 
health was found to be good. 

(b) No. 

( c ) No. 

(d) He is not in jail but in village domicile. 

(e) Does not arise. 


Dttonu late Srijut Anurup San. 

15. Babu SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble 

.Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the date on which Srijut Anurup Sen was arrested; 

(b) the condition of his health when he was arrested; 

(c) names of the places where he was detained; 

(d) whether and when he had contracted malaria; 

(e) if so, what the Government did for the treatment of Srijut 

Anurup Sen when he was detained in Bengal; 

(f) the condition of his health when he was externed from Bengal; 

(g) the steps taken by the ’Government for the treatment of Srijut 

Anurup Sen at Benares; 

(//) whether the Government are aware that Anurup Babu had 
to go to a charitable institution for maintenance; and 

(i) whether the Government are aware that Srijut Sen had met bis 
death in a charitable institution for want of money and 
of help. 

Tht Hon’blft Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) 19th December, 1926. 

(b) and (d) So far as Government are aware, the state of his health 
tit the time of his arrest was satisfactory, but on the 1st March, 1927, 
he stated that he had beeu suffering from malaria for a long time, 
from before his arrest. 



1928.] QUESTIONS. 59 

(c) Alipore Central Jail for two months and Mavnaguri, district 
Jnlpaiguri. 

(e) He received treatment in Alipore Central Jail. He was also 
examined and treated by the Civil Surgeon in Jalpuiguri hospital and 
at Maynaguri by the medical officer in charge and by the Civil Surgeon, 
Jalpaiguri. 

if) His condition was reported to be satisfactory except for a slight 
return of dysenteric symptoms. 

( 9 ) He was visited by the Civil Surgeon of Benares, whose fees 
and the cost of necessary medicines were borne by this Government. 

(h) No. 

(i) Government are aware that he died at the Ham Krishna House 
of Service at Benares, but have no information that he was in want 
of money and of help. The detenu was given an allowance of Ks. 60 
per month and his sister who went to nurse him an allowance of Hs, 10 
I>er month. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: When was the order passed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I cannot say. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: When wu s the detenu first 
visited by the Civil Surgeon? 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cannot jrive you the date. 

Babu 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: II. >w many times he was 
visited bj the Civil Surgeon? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I do not remember. But 
if the hon’ble member cares to come round to my office I will show the 
papers to him. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: U it a fact that he was 
removed to the Ham Krishna Mission Home for want of proper 
treatment ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No, as far as I know. 

Babu SURENORA NATH BISWAS: What wa* the immediate 
cause of his death? 

(The Hon’ble Member’s answer was not beard at the Reporters* 
table.) 
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Rivers Chandana and Upper Coomar in Faridpur. 

16. Maidvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’bie Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state whether 
any decision has been arrived at on the question of improving the con- 
dition of the rivers “ Chandana ” and “ Upper Coomar ” in the 
district of Faridpur? 

(b) If so, what is the decision? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (a) and ib) >\>t yet. The survey has 
been completed, and the report of the local officers is awaited. 


Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: When was the survey of the 
Coomar completed? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB Atl CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: About a year ago. 

Babu 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Wh en was the river Chandana 
surveyed ? 

The Hon’bie Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I must ask for fresh notice. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: In answer to a question asked by me 
a few months ago I was told that the survey was* being made. I take it 
that the survey has been completed within the last week. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Ra> will you put it in the form of a questiopP 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Since how long the survey has been 
completed P 

Tha Hon’bie Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I cannot say. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Were the local officers consulted 
regarding the survey? 

Tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I must ask for fresh notice. 
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Baba SUREHDRA NATH BISWAS: How does the Hon'ble Member 
Miy that the survey has been completed? What is the source of his 
information? 

TIM Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The report from the Chief Engineer. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Is it a fact that the report 
was completed a year ago but that it ha> not been Mibmiited to the 
Government of Bengal? 

(No answer was given.) 

4 p.m. 

Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI: Am I not entitled to a 
reply ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I take it that the llon’ble Member does not feel 
inclined to reply. 


Ditanu 8rijut Jatindranath Das. 

17. Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Political Department lie pleased to state whether the 
attention of the Government has been druwn to the fart that detenu 
Srijut Jatindranath Das, now confined in Mianwali Jail, 1 unjab, is in 
a very bad Htate of health due to the extreme heat of the place? 

(b) Is it a fact that he has been confined to a small cell and is not 
permitted to move freely even in the jail compound? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the manner of the pre Jura- 
tion of food at Mianwali is not at all congenial to the Bengali tuste? 

(d) Is it not a fact that detenus in Bengal jails have mostly been 
sent out of jails? 

(e) Do the Government intend to bring Srijut Jatindranath Das 
back to Bengal? 

Tha Hon'bta Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE; in) The rej*»rt« received 
do not show that the detenu is in a bad state of health. 

(b) No. 

(c) No*, a Bengali cook was sent to Miauwali to prepare the 
detenus' meals. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) It is under consideration. 
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Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: With reference 'to (a) bag the 
Medical Officer of the Mianwali Jail reported the health of the detenu 
to be satisfactory ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE! I cannot tell you the actual 

words used, but the Medical Officer’s reports do not show that the 
detenu was in a bad state of health. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: During the last three months 
ha* not the detenu suffered in health? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Not so far as I know. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: With reference to (b) was the 
detenu confined in a cell by himself or in a room along with other 
detenus? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: So far as I recollect there 
were two of them in one room. 


Dttenu Srijut diban Lai Chaterjee. 

18. Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Government is aware that Srijut Jibau Fail 

Chaterjee, externee State prisoner, is still suffering from 
haemoptysis and rise of temperuture at Almoruh; 

(b) whether the Government is aware that owing to the illness 

of almost all the family members of Jiban Babu, he is not 
getting the much needed complete rest prescribed by doctors; 
<c) whether the Government is aware of the fact that owing to 
enormous medical expenses Jibuti Babu has to curtail some 
of his diet expenses at the risk of his life; and 
(</) whether the Government is considering the desirability of 
enhancing the allowances of Jiban Babu or of removing his 
family to his house as early as possible inasmuch as the 
health of the members of his family is gradually breaking 
down at Almorah? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Babu Jiban Lai 
Chaterjee is not now nn externee State prisoner. He hag been released 
subject to the conditions specified in section 11 (/) (a), ( b ) and (c) of 
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the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. He i« reported to be 
suffering from phthisis. 

. (6) No. 

(c) No. 

id) In March, 1928, Babu Jibnu Lnl Cha terjee was asked to show 
in what respect his present allowance was inadequate. but he has never 
replied to this letter. Recently a lump sum was granted to meet the 
cost of the medical treatment of some of the memliers of his family, 
and the question of their removal from Almorah will l** considered a* 
soon as Babu Jiban Lai Cha terjee replies to the letter sent to him in 
March, 1928. 


Point of order. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BAHNERJEE: On u point of order. May 
I put u question to you us regards the motion of umemlment of which 
I gave notice but which was disallowed bv your 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do you rise on a point of order? 

Babu JITENDRALAL BAHNERJEE: What 1 want to know is 
whether I can put a question to you at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not quite umleretuml whut you nieun. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BAHNERJEE: One of my motions for 
amendment was disallowed by you. I submit that it lias been disallowed 
on insufficient and wrong grounds. May I draw your attention to that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, I think you are making an attempt to 
criticise my decision. You are not permitted to do that. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BAHNERJEE: I am not giving any opinion 
whatever. I submit a jw»int tor your consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If I understood you all right, you were really 
criticising my decision on that point, you ought to know your limita- 
tions. 

Babll JITENDRALAL BAHNERJEE: I know my limitation* per- 
fectly well but it seems to me that that decision was wrong and there- 
fore I am justified in placing More this House that decision now. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can only rise on a point of order without 
making any comment* on my ruling. 
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Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE; I do not make any comments. 
My motion ran thus : 

“ This Council recommends that the appointment of a committee 
of the Legislative Council to assist the Statutory Commission be post- 
poned till after the Government have placed before this Council the 
memorandum which they have prepared (or may hereafter prepare) 
for submission before the Commission with reference to the question of 
further constitutional reforms for India in order that the Council may 
/express its opinion upon the same/’ 

This amendment was disallowed by you on the ground that it was 
not within the scope of the resolution but may I point out that my 
motion of amendment practically amounts to a motion for postponement 
not sine die but postponement till after certain contingencies and I 
submit that motion for postponement is always in order. You have 
allowed such motions in this Council. My motion is practically a motion 
of postponement till after certain things happened, till Government 
have submitted that memorandum to the House and till this House has 
got an opportunity of considering it. Will you please tell me what is 
wrong in this amendment. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You raised the question of a memorandum which 
was not within the scope of the resolution. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I do not raise the question 
•of' memorandum at all; I simply stated that the consideration of the 
particular question raised by the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur be postponed 
till after the Government did certain things. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: In my opinion your amendment had also the 
-effect of a negative vote and so was not within the scope of section 42 of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Rules and Standing Orders. There need 
be no further discussion on this matter, although you may differ with 
me. 


B«bu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE I But I beg to submit that 
"perfectly analogous amendments hove been allowed by the President. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: But your amendment was not in order. 
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(on matter* of goneral public interact). 

Appointment of a Committee to assist the Statutory Commission. 

Tho Hon'Mo Nawab Bahadur SAIYIO NAWAB AU 
CHAUOHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Mr. President, Sir, I rise 
to move that this Council recommends to the Government that steps 
lie taken to give effect to the proposal of the Statutory Commission that 
a Committee of the Legislative Council lie uppointed to assist the 
Commission. 

It is obvious. Sir, that this resolution deals with a matter of the 
greatest impoitance, and one that has aroused much controversy in 
Bengal and elsewhere in India. I propose to state us briefly as I can 
why this resolution has |>een placed l»efoie the Council, and why the 
Government of B» njurul a*k the Council to accept it. 

As we all know, the Commission has been appointed by His Majesty 
the King-Kmperor with the concurrence of both Houses of Parliament 
under section S4A of the Government of India Act, the Act under which 
this Council is also constituted. The Commission has lieen appointed 
for the purpose of enquiring into the working of the system of Govern- 
ment, the growth of education and the development of representative 
institutions in British India and matters connected therewith, and is to 
report as to whether, and to what extent, it is desirable to establish 
the principle of responsible government or to extend, modify or restrict 
the degree of responsible government now existing. 

I do not propose. Sir, to discuss to-day the controversy regarding 
the composition of the CommiHsion, lieyond saving that whilst I share 
the regret expressed by very many of my countrymen, lwitb in Bengal 
and elsewhere, that the Indian element was not included in the Com- 
mission, at the same time I recognise that there were great practical 
difficulties in selecting and including Indians who would have fairly 
represented the many races and communities in this greut Continent. 
It is obvious. Sir, that Sir John Simon and the other member* of the 
Commission have felt that in order to discharge the great task that has 
been laid upon them, it is essential that they should secure the help 
and co-operation of Indians, and in particular, of those representative 
Indians who are to Ik* found in the Legislative Assembly and in the 
Legislative Councils. It is due to that desire for our co-operation that 
we are to-day asked to agree to the appointment of a committee of this 
Council. 

The task which the Commission has to perforin is to examine the 
evidence and the facts which are placed before it, to elicit what further 
information it may consider necessary, to report the result of its 

5 
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enquiries, and to advise the Houses of Parliament on the question of 
the development of responsible government in India. In the per- 
formance of that task the Commission have asked Indians to join them 
on free and equal terms. In Sir John Simon's lei ter of the 6th 
February the Commission suggested that the two Houses of the Central 
legislature should be invited to choose from their non-official members 
a joint committee, which might conveniently be 7 in number, and that 
each local Legislative Council should be asked to constitute a similar 
body. These committees were to form with the Commission a joint free 
conference, and in dealing with central subjects, the conference was to 
consist of the Commission and the central committee, whilst in the 
provinces it would be joined by the committees of the Legislative 
Councils. Since that letter was written the Commission have made more 
clear the functions which the provincial committees will perform. In 
the letter of the 28th March it was stated that if at the end of the 
sittings of the joint conference in any province, the provincial com- 
mittee wished to express its own view in a report, the Commission Mill 
give this report full consideration as one of the documents before them, 
and will include it among the papers which will be printed and presented 
to Parliament. I would impress upon the Council what this means 
that on the important questions which Mill come before Parliament 
when it receives the report of the Commission, the report of our com- 
mittee will also be taken into consideration. The Council will decide 
on one of the amendment', which are to be considered to-day, whether 
that report shall have the previous approval of this House. The Com- 
mission have also made it clear that our committee will have equal 
rights with its own members in conducting the inquiry. In reply to the 
resolution of the committee appointed by the Punjab Council it has 
been announced that the Commission has decided that in the matter of 
examination of witnesses and access to documents, the Commission will 
treat each Indian committee within whose scope the matter in question, 
falls, on equal terms with itself. I venture to think. Sir, that by this 
decision regarding procedure the Commission has shown not only its 
strong desire to secure the co-operation of the Legislative Councils, 4 but 
has also proved the friendliness of the feeling which unimates both its 
own members and the members of the Parliament w'hich has entrusted 
it with its task. The way in which that task is fulfilled is a matter of 
vital interest to all the peoples of India. It is needless for me to dwell 
at length on the importance of seeing that a full and fair statement of 
facts, and a correct representation of the views and feelings of the people 
in all parts of India, should be placed before Parliament; but I would 
briefly refer to one matter which is of peculiar importance to Bengal. 


For the past 7 years Bengul has suffered from the unfair financial 
settlement known as the Meston Award. In every department of 
Government and in every branch of public work, that financial settle- 
ment has made substantial progress impossible. Before the Reforms. 
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were introduced the joint Parliamentary committee recognised the 
peculiar disabilities imposed on Bengal by this settlement and recom- 
mended the case of Bengal to the special consideration of the Govern- 
ment of India. In spite of that recommendation, our continued pro- 
tests and appeals have been unavailing. But at last our opport unity 
has come. The Commission will examine the operation of the Meaton 
Award, and our committee will have an unrivalled opportunity of 
presenting and enforcing our claims, l^ct us not forget that a revision 
of the financial settlement is likely to meet with opposition from other 
quarters. We must lie prepared to meet that opposition, and there is 
no better way of doing it thun by sending to work with the Commission 
the best representatives we can select. If there were no other reason, 

I would still commend my resolution to this House for this reason 
alone. Whatever the constitution may Ih\ Bengal cannot advance as 
hmg as the financial starvation imposed by the Meston Award is allowed 
to peiMst. In asking us to apimint a committee, the Commission hare 
given us a great opportunity, and I confidently ask the Council not to 
reject it. 


4 * 1 "> p. 111. 

It may mivc the time of the Council it I indicate bi icily the 
attitude which Government proposes to take towards the amendments 
which appeal on the list of business. To those amendments which 
ask that the consideration of the resolution he postponed, Government 
are strongly opposed. If our committee is to take an effective shure 
in the work of the Commission, it is obvious that its appointment 
should no longer be deluded. 

There air two amendments which propose the substitution of wine 
other phrase to? the phrase in my I evolution that the committee be 
appointed to assist the Commission. I may say at once that it the 
Council prefer either the phrase suggested by Mi. Pasl-u] Huq or by 
Mnulvi Abdul Karim, I am willing to accept either. 

There aie other amendment* which propose that instructions of 
various kinds he given to the committee. To these amendments 
Government are opposed. It is in their opinion undesirable that the 
members of the committee whom the Council may select to work with 
the Commission in the task of examining the evidence and ascertain- 
ing the facts, should be hampered by instructions which would prejudge 
the issues. I would suggest to the mem Win who wish to commit the 
Council to the expression of opinions on the important problems raised 
in their amendments, that they should endeavour to do this by submit- 
ting resolutions in an ordinary session of the Council. If it is the 
desire of the Council that such matters should be considered by it, 
Government will endeavour to provide the necessary facilities. 
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There are other amendments which propose that the committee 
should submit a report to the Council. On this, the attitude of the 
Government will be that if the Council desires that its committee shall 
prepare a report and submit it to the Council before it goes to the 
Commission, the Council are clearly entitled to give instructions to 
this effect to the committee. Government therefore will not oppose such 
amendments, although they recognise that if the Council proposes to 
examine the report and express opinions about it before it is submitted 
to the Commission, the Council will be (setting itself a very difficult 
task. 

I have already shown that the members of our committee will 
enjoy equal rights with the members of the Commission in the matter 
of the examination of witnesses and access to documents. The amend- 
ments which refer to that matter ask for a right which is already 
assured. 

To the amendment proposed by Mr. Suhrawardy that the committee 
be instructed not to begin its labours of agisting the Statutory Com- 
mission until the local Government publish the memorandum prepared 
by it, and this Council gets an opportunity of expressing its views on 
it, Government are opposed. It is the duty of Government to submit 
its memorandum to the Commission. It is for the Commission to sa\ 
whether that memorandum shall be published. I may, however, 
remind the Council that the Commission have already directed the 
sending of the material affecting the Punjab, to the Punjab Committee, 
and it may be presumed that they will follow the same course in 
dealing with material received from Bengal. 

In conclusion I would like to quote to the Council the words of 
His Excellency the Governor this morning when he was laying the 
foundation stone of the new Council chamber: — 

“ The Commission,” he said. “ appointed for the purpose of advis- 
ing Parliament upon the future Government of India will start t,heir 
work in India in the course of a few month*. It must be admitted 
that they have already given marked evidence of their desire to meet 
fairly the wishes of moderate Indian opinion by their request for co- 
operation of a committee of equal numbers upon equal terms from the 
Indian Legislatures and also from the Provincial Councils. They have 
invited these Provincial Committees not only to hear the evidence but 
also to study all documentary materials put up by or through the Local 
Governments, with a view to enabling them to guide the Commission 
aright towards a fair and impartial judgment. 

I have even* confidence that Bengal will rise to her responsibility 
and accept the opportunity so offered.” 

I commend the resolution to the acceptance of the House. 
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Balw HALINIRANMN 8ARKER: I Wg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the consideration of the institution be postponed sine 
die. 

• Sir, though in order to accommodate myself to the restrictions of 
the present Standing Orders, I have been obliged to bring in a motion 
for postponement sine die — I should make it clear that our attitude 
to the Commission remains what it has always been. On this side of 
the House we are determined that we shall have nothing to do with 
the Commission at any stage or in any form. The reason is that we 
are thoroughly convinced that this involves our being subjected to an 
examination in regard to our fitness for self-government. We refuse 
to be a party to the inflict ion of such a humiliation. This country 
must have the preponderating voice in tlu* determination of its own 
constitution and in the alnenee of any scheme having that effect, our 
co-operation is outside the pale of serious consideration. 

I do not propose to go into the details of our arguments which 
have already, in many a memorandum and many a speech from many 
a leadei, liecn advanced with great force and unshakable logic. Hefore 
we estimate the usefulness of assisting the Commission in order to 
actjuiie more jwditical powers for us, if we trv to gauge the effect of 
Indian autonomy on British vested interests, then it will become clear 
that it is idle to expect that a British Commission would of their own 
accord yield to us powei» substantial enough to satisfy our real wants. 
Cutler the existing ordei of things Government in India is the principal 
means by which the British ucquiie, retain and extend their interests 
in this countn. The plain and simple question, therefote, ut one** 
aiises: What will be the iepemi**uni of Indian freedom on the 

fortunes of British industry and commerce? 

The answer is equally simple and obvious. The conflict of interests 
at present between the two countries U so marked that what is to lilt 
economic interest of India is to the detriment of Britain. Kven the 
half-hearted measures inaugurated with a view to regulate the purchase 
of stores from India — instead of from the Judin Office — have already 
pioduced an adverse effect on the export tinde of hnghiml. India ns 
a dependency i* the chief prop of Biiti*h Indent! v. India supplies 
the raw materials for British fnctoiin* and absorbs the munufactuied 
articles which aie pushed into the markets heie bv the combined effort 
of custom tariffs, railway rates, sea freights and abuse of patronage. 
Whenever British trade is under a cloud, condition* in India can be 
so manipulated a* to facilitate a fret; outflow of good* from Britain. 
If unemployment figures are rising in England, the Government in 
India have to scour the whole country for “order* ” big or small. The 
Grand Trunk Canal, Bally Bridge, Howrah Bridge, King George’# 
Dock, — what need is there to detail the list of “orders” whose sole 
utility is the relief of unemployment at “ Home?” The wagon 
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scandal, which accounted for a railway expansion of Rs. 150 crores, 
the benefits of which were solemnly pledged to an Indian industry and 
most unjustly given away to British films, is the most notorious 
example of such a policy. Then again, British finance gains not a 
little from the subjection of the Indian continent. Currency and 
credit are not only unorganised but positively disorganised by forces 
working in the interests of British finance. The Secretary of State 
swoops down like a hawk on Indian resources, whenever there is need 
or opportunity, and carries off his prey. As an example, we have only 
to remember the succulent fare which the Reverse Councils supplied 
to the London magnates. London, which claims to be the world’s 
financial centre, is important mainly because India's financial resource^ 
have made it so. The advantages to the Britishers settled within the 
country are no less remarkable. In trade and industry, in the services 
and the professions he has always the vantage and can relv upon the 
support of Government whenever his interests are on the wane or are 
threatened by any attempt of the people of the country to raise their 
heads. 

These are not isolated instances which can be explained away as 
accidental mistakes or extenuated as errors of judgment. I have not 
the slightest doubt in my mind that it is all a case of a delibeiate 
policy of utilising the domination of India for the exploitation of the 
financial, commercial and industrial possibilities of this country to the 
maximum extent possible. We shall indeed be mad men to believe 
that Lngland can willingly or even gracefully yield a position of such 
far-reaching and vital advantages or that any Britisher can have the 
courage to propose any such scheme of self-denial simply to win over 
our co-operation with its commission! 

It has been said by a prominent ex-officio loyalist who has had hi> 
advance payment in the shape of Knighthood and expects to get 
further bureaucratic recognition, that so long as their material and 
fundamental objects of trade and commerce are secured, no natjon 
** would l>e inclined to shoulder the additional burden or incur the 
unnecessary worry of the governance of a country simply for the fun 
of governihg it." Precisely so. Our point of view could not have 
been phrased better. Knglund has secured “ these very material and 
fundamental objects;" but the governance of the country in the interest 
or otherwise of the governed is neither an “unnecessary worry" nor 
mi additional burden shouldered gratuitously. Not only is this 
governance in itself a paying proposition but the edifice of economic 
domination is to-day resting on the foundations of this governance. 
Sir, it has been said and repeated ad nauseum that Britain has given 
freedom to ‘her colonies; and that ergo there is nothing to prevent her 
from extending that freedom to India. In the first place, it is wrong 
to assume that because bloody wars were not fought in all cases. 
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Britain was ever eager or lendy to give freedom to her colonies. 
Bever has any concession of freedom been made in the absence of 
effective pressure on the part of the colonies; but even apart from that, 
there is no point in comparing our position with that of the colonies. 
They were at least united by ties of blood and could always rattle the 
sword. Kven the handful of British settlers in Kenya did thnt three 
or four years ago. 

Then what is the motive behind these inquiries — behind the activities 
of this Commission ? Those inquities are intemle<l to publish abroad 
sundry defects in our education, communal relations ami such other 
matters — defects for which 1 say and we all say, British rule is mainly 
responsible, and for which no Biitish official if he is lamest con dis- 
avow* responsibility. 

I repeat the British have shrewdly hit on this Commission or 
Inquiry system as a means of advertising to the world at large these 
our shortcomings real oi otherwise in the hope that they can thereby 
prolong their economic sovereignty without allowing it to look like 
political tyranny. Mr. Saklatwula lias exposed this hypocrisy in words 
which should ling in the ear of every true Britisher: “You make a 
ludicrous picture of the Indiun people, you try to make a virtuous 
picture of vour-elf and you know* that lw»th are untrue.” 

Were Client Britain sincere in her professions she would have 
openly recognised what *he knows to he true in her heart of health 
that what is wanted is not a judgment on one by the other, oi a fresh 
investigation but a workable settlement between the two great peoples. 
And the only method of ai riving at this U to bring about, us Colonel 
Wedgwood put it, “a settlement by the people who could deliver the 
goods hv plenipotentiaries who would deal us equals round a table.” 
I say it is a mutual settlement which is wanted. For 1 warn Britain 
that we have come to the parting of the wavs. We want freedom 
inspite of all our shortcomings and we would have it to-day if we had 
the material resources at our disposal. The standard of revolt which 
our leader Deshhandhu Chittaranjan Das raised has not been lowered. 
The spirit of war is abroad and if you want that this should disappear 
you should adopt the means of diplomacy based on principle* of natural 
justice not hampered hv pettifogging constitutionalism. This repre- 
sents the real feeling of the country. That is what members on this 
aide of the House have always demanded, and can now point to a 
definite precedent in the settlement of the Irish question. Such a 
Round Table Conference in Downing Street with Michael Collin* and 
Lord Birkenhead and other Irish and British leaders finally settled a 
matter which generations of British statesmen and Tri«h leaders were 
not able to settle for ages. 

4^0 p.m. 
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There is one other interesting feature of the Irish settlement, the 
significance of which will be obvious to you. Sir John Simon, who is 
to-day the chief exponent of the new-fangled ideas of “ sovereign 
authority ” and “ trusteeship of the Parliament ” applauded from hi* 
seat in the House of Commons in November, 1922, the newly framed 
Irish constitution. He applauded it, Sir, not as his present views and 
capacity would imply, because the Parliament had a hand in it but 
expressly because Parliament had no hand in it, and more especially 
because it was the creation of the Irish people themselves. 

But now Sir John is playing a different role. Instead of the 
enthusiastic Liberal applauding the action of Government in according 
freedom to a subject country he has become the chief instrument for 
perpetuating a diametrically opposite policy. He invokes with equal 
vehemence that same Parliamentary initiative and control which he 
vehemently denounced in 192V. He now refuses that same popular 
right to determine the form of government which he then considered to 
be the essence of any constitution. Never has there Wen such a fall 
as Sir John Simon’s. 

In defence of this attitude the British now take their stand on the 
Preamble to the Government of India Act and the theory of Parliament’s 
trusteeship of the dumb millions of this country. That is a preamble 
Sir, which the Congress has never accepted. This authority of the 
Parliament has been claimed on moral as well as on legal grounds. One 
can have no feeling other than -heer disgust when England affects this 
moral pose. I go further and say that every honest and scrupulous 
Britisher who attempts to speak of England having safeguarded the 
country in any disinterested way must feel the lie sticking in his throat. 
This moral responsibility, Sii, is the most insincere shibboleth ever 
recorded in the history of nation-. To come to the question of legal 
right, is there any insuperable difficulty in Parliament ratifying a 
constitution which has been designed by the Indian people? For our 
part we have always stood for an adjustment of interests between 
England and India and have also evinced our readiness to discuss *the 
matter as man to man and had hoped that sooner or later it 
would be possible to anive at un acceptable settlement. But those 
hopes huve Wen belied, for England is not swayed even by considera- 
tion of that enlightened self-interest which, as Sir Basil gave out, makes 
in the long run for Wtter understanding and better co-operat ion Wtween 
the peoples of the world; she is, on the other hand, obsessed by that 
crude instinct of tightening the grip over whatever ill-gotten pelf may 
have come into her hands. 

To those who prefer to try this Commissi m for what it is worth I 
would say that it is even worse than the diarchy which we have all found 
to W so expensively useless. The life of diarchy was at least limited 
tv ten years. But if we co-operate with the Commission we shall help 
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them to create, with all artificer which recent experience has taught, 
no les* a vicious sham, w'ith, God alone knows, how much longer a lease 
of life! The dangers of trying this for what it may be worth are thus 
unlimited in extent and unforeseeable in time. 

To such timid minds as cannot aec a radiant future for India as we 
do I w*ould give the assurance that the further you are in the heart of 
winter, the nearer is the coming of spring. And to those communities 
who might still think of their immediate concerns more than of the 
permanent interests of the nation I must repeat the words which Mr. 
Jinnali addressed to his own community, “ you will not get even the 
proverbial thirty pieces of silver which .Judas got for betraying his 
master.” 

There is one final word I should miv before I resume my seat. I 
would refer to the undignified tactics that Government is employing 
foi securing the co-operation of this Council lot the Com mission. 

• • • • • • • 

I should appeal to the leaders of the various parties not to leave 
our national self- res peet ami freedom to be sold away by public auction 
in spite of the fact that every defection from national feeling may be 
paid for on what I intiv c all a stiictly commercial basis. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mv attention has been dtawn to some of your 
lematks which cast a lefiectiup on His Excellency the Governor. Will 
\ou please repeat them* 

Babu NALINIRANJAN BARKER: * • 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must ask you to withdraw the words Icecause 
they lefer to His Excellency the Governor. I do not think you are 
within vour rights in casting j effect ion on His Excellency 'a conduct. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : If he has not been named, 
nobody can infer anything ftom these words. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 think the implication is there— -I have been 
able to draw it. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: On a point of order, Kir, i* it 
yonr business to draw implications ? 


*A passage reflecting upon His Excellency the Governor has here been expunged 
by order of the President. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: It is my business to see that no member gdes 
beyond his limits. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Is it your impression that His 
Excellenc y the Governor is referred to, that he threw out baits or used 
threats in order to secure the support of the House? Have you any 
information on the point? For iuy part it does not give me that impres- 
sion that Mr. Sarker was referring to His Excellency in his remarks. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 have no «uch information, but I have no doubt 
in my mind that the member did ca4t a serious reflection on His 
Excellency the Governor’s conduct. It is my duty to see that he does 
not do that. Will he say that he did not mean any reflection on His 
Excellency’s conduct? 

Babu NALINIRANJAN 8ARKER: I have not done so 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If you say that you did not mean any reflec- 
tion on His Excellency’s conduct I may not go any further. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I have said what I have said 

Mr. PRESIDENT: H you clearly say that you did not refer to His 
Excellency when you u*ed those words, I may accept your version, not 
otherwise. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I am not saying anything; 1 
have said what I have said. It is not clear from my speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must then ask you to withdraw those word*?; 
cither deny or withdraw. 

Babu NALINIRANJAN SARKER: I am very sorry that I cannot 
withdraw. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Nor can you deny that you used those words in 
reference to His Excellency? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: He cannot be compelled to 
make any statement. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is no question of compulsion. 
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BMW NALVNIRANJAN BARKER: I do not do cue way or the other. 

. Mr. PRESIDENT: It is my advice to the member to withdraw 
those words. As President I must see that no member casts any reflec- 
tion on the conduct of the Governor. In a case like this, a member 
should have the moral courage either to deny or withdraw his remarks. 

Mr. SUBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE* AYe on thii* side of the House 
feel that you are going out of your way in making these remarks. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Bose, you are not right in saying that; I 
am taking your words very calmly ami am not at all moved by them. 
But I must tell you, with all the emphasis I can command that, I am 
absolutely impartial It is im duty t > see that no member goes beyond 
the lights that really belong to him, and that he does not trend on 
prohibited grounds. I do not want to compel him to withdraw. If he 
does not act up to my advice, I will not say anything more at present. 

(At 4-dO p.rn. the Council was adjourned and it re-assembled at 
44o p.m.) 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Sir, I rise to suppott the 
amendment of my friend Sr i jut Naliniiunjan Sarker and to strongly 
oppose the original Resolution which lias been moved by the Ilon'hle 
Nuwab Bahadur of Dhanbaii. 

1 oppose the lesolutiou on the following besides other grounds: — 

It is an all-white Commission which was formed in uttei and wilful 
disregard to the declaied views and sentiment* of the Indian people. 
It is preposterous, most humiliating, quite unpiactirul and absurd to 
think that the nation tor which a constitution is intended should have 
no voice ut all in the framing of its own constitution. In fact it is 
a standing insult to our awakened political consciousness. 

The Secretary of State for India in support of this all-white Com- 
mission said that it is impossible to get together a Commission which 
would be completely representative of India. 

We all know and even Lord Birkenhead himself knows it quite well 
that it is next to impossibility to get together such a representative 
body. In reality it is not merely a childi-h pnq>osition but it is u real 
practical problem which must be solved in its proper lights. May I 
ask the Noble Lord that is it practically impossible to form an Indian 
Commission which will command the respect ami support of the people 
in a large majority? Is it not such a Commission more desirable and 
acceptable to the people than an all British Commission which almost 
the whole nation strongly disapprove? AVe demand the absolute right 
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to govern ourselves — the demand for the government of the people and 
by the people and as guch we consider it to be our inalienable right 
to frame our own constitution or to be more simple we want an India- 
made constitution for the rule and government of Indians. 

No one ran deny that the Indians never invited such a Commission 
but on the contrary it has been thrust upon them by one who claims 
to be the final arbiter of the destiny of Indian people. 

I do not propose to take up the time of the House by repeating the 
arguments against this Commission as these have been repeatedly dis- 
cussed from thousand and one platforms. I should only like to add that 
Lord Birkenhead and Sir John Simon’s attempt to outwit us have 
failed and most hopelessly failed. Lord Birkenhead has advised us 
to humbly, faithfully and most loyally co-operate with the Commission 
leaving the rewards for our loyalty entirely at the good sense and mercy 
of the bureaucracy. 

The so-colled concessions which Sir John Simon has recently 
announced may have been loudly applauded by the Anglo-Indian Press, 
but it has hopelessly failed to produce any effect on the people at large 
It has been most rightly observed by eminent leaders like Sir Tej 
Bahadur Kupru, Mr. Jinnnh, Mr. Cbintainani and others that these 
so-called concessions do not nice" at all the fundamental objections to 
the Commission. 

The report to the Parliament will vfill he the leport of the Simon 
Seven and as Lord Birkenhead had stated, the Parliament will quite 
naturally he disposed to consider their report as the most reliable and 
authoritative one. Sir John Simon has so kindly said that the provincial 
committees will have the privilege to hear the evidence and to consider 
it along with the Commission. But on a closer analysis we find that it 
does not in the least alter the situation. The Report to the Parliament 
will still he a report of the white Commissioners alone and in the pre- 
paration of this report the Indian committee will have absolutely no 
part at all. ^ 

5 p.m. 

It has been said that the Commission will he able to consider the 
matter most impartially and with an unbaissed mind. But this very 
fact which has been used in their support, namely, their absolute 
ignorance of India, Indian history and traditions. Indian life and 
Indian politics, etc., are in fact their greatest disqualifications to shoulder 
such a task which they have been entrusted to do. 

I fail to understand, how, with such little or no knowledge of the 
Indian affairs, they will be in a position to decide the fitness of the 
nation to rule themselves or how they will he able to work out a consti- 
tution for us which will have to' be worked out by us and in our own 
interest. 
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In fact from the true national point of view the boycott of the 
Commission is an imperative national necessity and on it depends the 
honour and prestige of the Indian nation as a whole. 

It is the constitution of our future Government that is going to he 
considered and I think it to he a positive insult to our awakened national 
consciousness that no Indian finds any place in the Commission. 

The right of our self-determination and our voice in moulding the 
future constitution which were so loudly proclaimed at the time of the 
War have been completely violated. 

To my Muhammadan friends who still maintain any doubt I resj>eet- 
fully remind them the views expressed by the leaders of their community 
like Moulana Muhammad Ali, Mr. Jinnah, Sir Ali Imam, and Khan 
Bahadur Asaduzzamati and others. 

To those of my few Moderate or Literal frieuds in thL House, includ- 
ing the Hon'ble Minister Sir 1*. (\ Mitter, who may be tempted to 
ignore the almost unanimous verdict of the nation against the Com- 
mission, I would only commend the views which have been expressed by 
their leaders. Referring to the so-called concession made by Sir John 
Simon, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru only the other day said that “Speaking 
for the Liberal Party as a whole, I can say with confidence that Sir 
John Simon’s utterances will not make the least impression on the 
Lil*»rals,” etc. Will the Liberals in this House stand by the side of 
their accredited leader? 

No particular class or community will ever be able to gain much by 
co-operating with the Commission. But the united and concerted action 
of all the communities and of all t lie different political parties in the 
direction of the boycott of the Commission will advance our national 
progress to a very great extent. 

Mutual friendship and good relations between the different commu- 
nities can achieve many great things but communal bitterness only drugs 
us towards our national ruin. 

So it is high time for us to pause a while to mo.t seriously consider 
our position in the terms of the nation and nationalism so that we may 
decide an united line of action which will be truly beneficial to the 
Indian nation as a whole. 

History shows that in England— the Conservatives, Liberal* or 
Labour — they wrangle and quarrel over their mutual difference* but 
in a matter concerning the whole English nation as a whole they all 
shake off their mutual differences and act a* a nation a* a whole. 

This principle can be most profitably utilised in our country and 
when our national honour and interest is at stake it is the natural duty 
of all the Indian members of all the communities to rise equal to the 
occasion and to stand as an united nation. 
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The popular Ministers in more than one province have thought it 
in the fitness of things, to be right and proper to throw off their job 
than the abject and downright surrender to the dictates of the bureau- 
cracy which wants to compel them to co-operate with the Commission 
against their own free will and against the mandate of the country. 

Now the turn has come for the Bengal Ministers and it yet remains 
to be seen how they acquit themselves in this great national trial. 

leaders of all communities have sounded a note of warning to their 
respective co-religionists and countrymen against the folly of being 
tempted to the apparent and so-called petty personal advantages by 
being trapped into Sir John Simon’s parlour and also against the wicked, 
malicious and absolutely wrong policy of promoting communal interests 
to the utter sacrifice of the larger, real and permanent interests of the 
nation as a whole. In rare and exceptional cases and under extreme 
circumstances difference of opinion may occur between the different 
communities but in matters relating to the entire Indian nation as a 
whole all the communities should stand hand in hand to give an united 
front before any other nation : If we fail to achieve this end then we 
will surely bring about a ruin to ourselves and will put us to ridicule 
both here as well as before the world at large. 

The almost unanimous resolutions that have been passed by all sorts 
of different public bodies und institutions all over the country to pro- 
test against the formation of any committee of the legislative Council 
to “assist and serve” the Simon Commission in any form bear a clear 
testimony to the volume and intensity of the strong public feelings 
against the Commission. 

They have all in one voice strongly urged foi the complete boycott 
of the Commission in all its forms. 

Sir, we the elected representatives of the people here feel it our 
bounden duty to obey the mandate of the country and so I hope and 
trust that all the elected representatives of the people here will all in 
one voice declare in clear and unambiguous terms that we will have 
nothing to do with the Commission. % 

If we fail to do that then we will be fal>e to ourselves, false to our 
country, false to the history and traditions of our nation und we shall 
prove ourselves to be traitors to the country. 

Before coming to a final conclusion, I would only ask the House to 
consider who are the men and which are the associations which have 
joined hands to co-operate with the Commission. 

Even men who were, until recently, the strongest supporters of the 
Government and in whom the Government also strongly relied, have 
decided not to co-operate with the Commission. 

Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Sir Ali Imam, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, Sir 
Sivaswamy AiVer, the Maharaja of Mahmudabad, Sir M. Joshi, and 
many others — who, one and all of them, were inside the Government 
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»nd filled responsible position of « Executive Member of either the 
Viceroy’s Council or of the Provincial Councils — have all opposed the 
Commission. 

* The Indian National Congress, the Indian Moslem league at Calcutta, 
the Responsivists and the Independents, the National Liberal Federa- 
tion, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Legislative Assembly, the Madras, 
Central Provinces and United Provinces Councils, the leading Indian 
commercial bodies and almost all the public lxalies have in one voice 
opposed the Commission. 

It is a well known fact that on the 18th of February last the majority 
of the Muhammadan members of the Assembly voted not with the 
Government but with those who will have nothing to do with the Com- 
mission. 

Even the Hon'ble Sir l'heroze Set him, a commercial magnet of 
Bombay and a prominent Liberal leader, opjmsed eo-opeiution with the 
Commission and deduced that the exclusion of Indians from the Com- 
mission meant t lie taking away from them of the rights of citizenship 
of the Empire and lowered them to the position of mere petitioners. 

So we should sacrifice all our personal or communal interests and 
petty advantages before our great lndiun National Alter. We should 
forgive and forget all our mutual differences and should fight shoulder 
to shoulder for our mutual common good uitd to build up our mighty 
Indian nation on such a strong basis that it will be well nigh impossible 
for the enemies of the country to shake it. 

In conclusion I appeal to every Indian elected member of this House 
to remember that by voting for co-operation with this Commission we 
will be exposing ourselves to utmost degradation in the eyes of the world 
at large, we will defei the day ot our deliverance and thus shall prove 
to he a traitor ourselves. 

In fact there is no place of honour for u- in the constitution of this 
Government unless we agiee to suirendei abjectly to ail t licit demands 
ami to play to their tune even where. 

We should not be undei ati\ delusion-, we must lealise that we have 
been deluded only by high promises in high sounding words oil many 
a occasion. 

We should realise that ami knowing it as it is we should dearly 
refuse to accept the crumbs they throw to us. 

I hope and trust that we the elected uiembeis of this House shall fully 
realise our great responsibility towards our own country and nation for 
worthily maintaining the honour of Bengal and shall stick to our atti- 
tude and shall all unite to march onward with honour and self-respect. 

With these observations I strongly support the amendment of Srijut 
Naiiniranjan Barker. 
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VUi HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the consideration of the resolution be adjourned till 
after a general election of the Council on the issues raided by the resolu- 
tion. Owing to a mistake of the Legislative Department two of my 
amendments were merged into one, but this mistake has now been 
corrected. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, you are quite satisfied now. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I have given notice 
of this amendment not so much as a member of the Congress, but as a 
member of this Council elected by a general constituency. I have given 
notice of it not so much because I desire to commit the Council to 
patticular political views, but because sitting here in a representative 
capacity, I should like for myself and my elected colleagues the oppor- 
tunity of approaching our constituencies and consulting their views on 
the very important issues raised bv the resolution. It is alleged, Sir, 
in season and out of season, by our detractors in their reports and blue 
books that in voting on important question* we are more guided by 
our political views and predilections and think less of our electois and 
their wishes. I want, Sir, to test the sincerity of those detractors once 
and for all and know' whether they are prepared to allow' this Council 
to seek for the verdict of the people of Bengal on such a capital issue. 
The trudueers of the people’s representatives further allege in then 
reports and blue books that we do not take sufficient care to educate 
the electorate. Are they prepared to give the elected members a fresh 
opportunity to educate their electors on the important questions raised 
by the resolution? 

The appointment, constitution, piocedure and function of the Simon 
Commission have raised questions affecting the future position, status, 
and constitution of the country. Can any one pretend that these^ vital 
questions were before the electors at the last general election or that 
they come within the scope of our delegation? We who are elected to 
represent our countrymen here, must w*e not consult them before we go 
to assist this one-sided enquiry instituted by an interested party, carried 
out by a non-Indian agency, and presided over by a person who waxed 
eloquent on one principle in supporting the Irish Free State Bill and 
is pursuing and giving effect to quite a different one on the Indian 
soil? Simply because u command comes from overseas, mustt we, 
without a mandate from our constituencies, associate with the Commis- 
sion on which Indians have no place, with which Indians are only 
buffered to associate, to whose report Indians have no right tx> subscribe, 
and decisions on whose recommendations will be taken not by the Indian 
people and their representatives? We know it at least from one of 
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Sir John Simon's speeches that the constitutions of other parts of the 
British dominions were prepared by the representatives of those domi- 
nions. Only here in this case a different procedure is to l>e followed. 
India must not be allowed to frame her own future constitution. The 
report will be made and the lines of the future constitution indicated 
by an alien body because, as lx>rd Birkenhead has said with the greatest 
frankness, the Briti^i Parliament cannot trust any but its own repre- 
sentatives even in making: the inquiry and the report. 

r>-j5 p.m. 

Knowing this position and yet without a mandate from our consti- 
tuencies how can we go to assist a Commission appointed in denial of 
IndiaV birth-right, constituted in frank distrust of India and Indians 
without explaining the whole situation to our electois and definitely 
knowing their mind)* For after all we are here to interpret their wishes 
and not ours whatever our individual opinion might be. 

Then again it is a well-known principle “ Delegatus non potest 
delegate.” Delegates as we are. here have we the power to delegate 
seven members to make or mar the future of the country unless we are 
specially charged to do sop But then the penny wise .*4iys “ You must 
make t be best of a bud job. (Jo and insist on India’s demands in the 
conference.” The chance of speaking is yours undoubtedly but of the 
rights of recommending, far le-»s of taking decisions, you have none. 
Notes of dissent however ably penned have no place in the parliamentary 
scheme though they may find a place in the annexure or appendix to the 
Commission's report. For was it not said by Ijord Birkenhead again 
that Parliament in appointing the Commission expected a unanimous 
report and what can “ unanimous ” mean hut ununimous in the rejec- 
tion of all advunced Indian view's and demands. The Prussian junker 
ou the English soil says “ Boycott or no boycott, the Commission will 
carry out its task.” Let it, if it cun. So carried out their task the 
Austrian Emperor's agents with reference to Hungary, so carried out 
their tusk the agents of the Tsar in Russia, so carried out their task 
only recently and nearer home the Milner Com mission in March, 1920. 
The last World War has not certainly led to elimination of all 
4< Kaisers ” and Kultur " leaders that we all know. 

Francesco Nitti has rightly said: — 

“ We believe that we had overthrown William II. . . . But the 
spirit which lived in him remain*. Certain heads of Govern* 
ment are now uttering words which he would never have dared to speak, 
words which are an absolute negation not only of freedom and 
democracy, but of the very principles of social order. Insanely, 
cynically, force is exalted, imperialistic proclamations are drawn up, 
the right of conquest is declared. . . Ten years ago, in the hour of 

6 
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peril, we proclaimed the Union of the Nations, the "necessity of dis- 
armament. The war was to prepare the way for peace.’’ 

“ What has actually happened? 

* * * ♦ * 

“ Free institutions are held in scorn by greater number^ than at any 
time during the past century.” 

The timid with no faith in India’s future on the contrary says: 
“ But then the judgment will go against you by default.” W T here is 
the guarantee that the judgment of the “ Soi disant ” judges and 
trustees will be otherwise if only we put in appearance? We are not 
even a juror or judge of facts, friends. You have only the right to 
hear and speak and suggest at some stages. Not one of your opinions 
is binding on any body nor have you the right to change a comma 
either in the report or in the coming Government of India Bill. 

Summed up, the position therefore is that by not associating with 
the Commission you simply lose the right to hear and make ineffectual 
submissions. Bv dissociating you save India’s self-respect. You do 
not barter away the country's inalienable birth-right to frame her own 
constitution. Judgment mu\ go against us but not the right to spurn 
the ex parte decree. For remember that after all the execution will 
depend on your co-operation and your co-operation alone. Neither can 
we afford to forget the noble words of piotest utteied in circumstances 
similar to ours by another down-trodden nation that ban now fortunately 
recovered its freedom: — 

“ It is possible that our country will again pass hard times: 
We cannot avert them by sacrificing our duties as citizens. The consti- 
tutional freedom of the land is not our private possession to be freely 
disposed of: the Nation has with faith entrusted it to our keeping and 
we are answerable to our country and to our conscience.” We “will 
suffer without losing courage us- “ our “ ancestors endured and suffered.” 
“ For what might and power take away time and favourable circum- 
stances may restore but the recovery of what a nation renounces of her 
.jwn accord through fear of suffering must be a matter of difficulty and 
uncertainty.” 

But the question of questions remains: are you in the name of 
“ Responsible Government “going to receive a training in irresponsibi- 
lity? Are you prepared to forget vour electors in such a great crisis? 

If this motion be not carried, I move, by way of amendment, that 
the consideration of the resolution be adjourned until this Council 
formulates its scheme of constitutional reforms. 

The one simple reason for moving this resolution is that the Council 
cannot give a carte blanche to seven members and depute them without 
stating the principles which they will have to abide by in the joint 
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conference even-.f the Council be at all inclined to cooperate with tha 
Simon Commission. This resolution does not arise so Tar as we arl 
concerned. My point is that even if the Council be inclined to worn, 
mend the appointment of a committee, then also the Council should 
not tafce the resolu ion into , heir consideration now and immediately, 
that is the committee should not be constituted unless and until the 
Council has formulated its scheme of reform*. 


Mr. SARAT C. BA8U: I move, by way of amendment, that the 
question of the appointment of a Committee of this Council he post- 
poned till the publication of the decision of the AlM'uih Conference 
regarding the constitution. Mine, therefore, i„ a very humble amend- 
meat which I have moved. The reason foi putting forward this 
motion is based on one thing, namely, that 1 do not entertain the 
original resolution. The Hon'hle Nnwab Bahadur proves that steps 
should lie taken to give effect to the projxisal of the Statutory Coin- 
mission that a Committee of the Legislative Council lie appointed to 
assist the Commission. If I understand the word “ assist " aright, I 
believe it has got an inherent idea of mutuality. We are called ujkui 
to assist the Commission! But have we been asked for our assistance* 
Has there been any call upon this Council to come foiward to assist 
the operation of this Statutory Commission? If there is no invitation 
to us to nssitst, it would be impertinent on our part 1o go ourselves 
uninvited and tell them that we have come to assist you. h is a 
Statutory Commission issued under the Koyal Mandate to do what we 
have not been able to make out yet; and that is one of the reasons 
for which I, for my part, at any rate, feel that to go any *tcp forward 
in any direction with regard to the Statutory Commission will he to 
take a big leap in the dark. We have been familiar with the various 
measures that have been put forward since 17M when the constitution 


of the British Government was first framed. We all know the Code 
of regulations which endeared the British administration for the 
country. We have lieen told thereafter that from time to time measure* 
have been introduced with a view to letter and improve that constitu- 
tion; but we know to our cost how that improvement has affected us. 
Whenever, therefore, a proposal was set on foot by the Government of 
he country for bringing better condition of things, we have known 
>y our past and present experiences that the result has been retrograde, 
^ow, the prewent constitution, which has been ruling the country, has 
wnm extolled beyond all measure by every one connected with the 
Government. If it is so good then why has there Wn such an 
•ndeavour to make it better? This eagerness, therefore, for improving 

md bettering the constitution is a thing which the people of Bengal 

laving had past experiences for so many years, know how it affects 
hem. I believe, and it is the experience of many of my countrymen, 
hat whenever there is a measure retrograde in its real object, it is 
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put forward in the name of some of our countrymen and for our 
destruction. This proposal had been made by the Nawab Bahadur 
whom we respect so much and who has endeared himself to our 
affection and esteem. We cannot for a moment believe that he i.> 
really responsible for the resolution. As we believe — knowing him as 
we do— knowing the tendency of his inclinations — knowing his anxious 
desire to benefit his countrymen, we consider that he is innocent of 
the whole thing. He has been put forward to move the resolution, 
but ever obliging as he is, he could not refuse, however disastrous it 
may he to our country’s cause. 

6 p.m. 

What id more, as I have already said, he asks us to assist. To assist 
in what way? Nothing is indicated in the resolution as to how we arc 
to assist. Assist in the deliberations? That requires invitation. 
Assist in going with them as camp followers when they go from place 
to pluce? We ure unable to do that as our time does not permit. 
Then what are we to do? There has as yet been no definite proposal 
that we have got to do this thing or that tiling or the othei thing. I 

am not one of those who simply go on with the vague idea of assistance. 

There are, we know, people who are always for assisting the Govern* 
ment, people belonging to our community, people belonging to this 
country, people who are always willing uml ready to assist the Govern- 
ment, but really with a view to assisting themselves. We are incapable 
of doing such a thing. In our religion, in our mythologies, we have 
known from our infancy that there is always a danger in attending a 
ceremony without invitation. The whole cosmos of Hindu philosophy 
bus Wen almost based on that maxim — that uninvited we cannot go. 
If there had been any invitation issued by the Koval Commission to 

this Council and if we had Wen told what we should have to do to 

keep that invitation, we could then think about this. The whole thing 
therefore is so vague, so commonplace, so unmeaning, so pointless that 
if we go to the Commission to assist them without any invitation from 
theitt, that would be a veritable leap in the dark and we may cut our 
throats thereby. Already we are bad enough and we do not want to 
make ourselves worse. It is for this reason that without any comment 
upon the virtues or vices of the Commission T have made the simple 
prayer “ let us wait and see what this Commission is, first of all, ami 
secondly, what this Commission is going to do. What are the measures 
they propose to carry through? For that reason a Conference has 
already been convened and I believe it is sitting to enquire all about 
it.” What we pray now is that time may be given to us to think 
about it before we are called upon to assist. At any rate we should 
wait till we are asked by the Commission to amist. If the Commission 
does not want us we have no business to go to them at all. What I 
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am afraid of and what many of my countrymen like myself are afraid 
of, .e-what are we to do in the absence of this invitation. How can 
we possibly be of assistance to them? We know that there are maladies 
enough m the body pohtic of Bengal at any rate if not in India 
generally. Now, what is a Royal Commission? Nobody has told us 
anything about it yet. Does the Government like Johnson's mother 
think that all maladies can lie cured by re#«l touchy We have not 
been able to conceive what we have got to do and what to avoid 
Therefore my request to the hon'ble members of this House is to wait 
and see. There is no harm in waiting. The Commission is here and 
is not going to run away. Let ns see what things. «hat ideas they 
formulate, what measures they propose to put forward for our destruc- 
tion. I*t us know all these and then we shall be able to take proper 
sleps either for making or for unmaking it. either for going along with 
it or for standing in front of it in opposition, la-t tis wait and let us 
know and think over the matter. 


For that reason I propose that the question of the appointment of 
a committee of this Council be postponed till the publication of the 
decision of the All-Parties Conference regard in# the constitution. 

One other tiling. We have been asked to form a committee, but 
committee of what? Committees can be appointed under the Govern- 
ment of India Act but I do not find any measure or section 01 rule 
anywhere that authorises the appointment of such a committee. Who 
asks us to make thi,s committee or shall we have to form a committee 
under the rules that have been given under the Government of India 
Act? Nothin# has been mentioned and nothin# done. Therefore I 
submit that the thin# is too premature to think of, and we ask you 
ill to save ourselves from the well-meanin# people like the Nuwab 
Bahadur who ask us to assist the Commission. We cunnot be respon- 
sible for the measures to lie brou#ht forward and we must nof put 
mrselves in the same situation as the Nuwab Bahadur has Wen placed 
*nd ask Mr. President and the Government to make 11* wise. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: All the amendments propositi# the postja nement 
>f the consideration of the subject eml>odipd in the resolution are now 
>efore the House. I invite a #eneral discussion on them. 


Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I rise to support 
he amendment that lias Wen moved by my friend Mr. Barker. In doing 
o I propost' to confine myself mainly to two grounds; the first #round 
hat I would ur#e against the consideration of such n resolution to-day 
» that the Council should refuse to discuss a question like thin at a 
line when the attention of the whole country should !>e concentrated 
ipon the solution of A problem which is to my mind of paramount 
m porta nee both to Government and to the people of Bengal. 
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The question that I would ask the chosen representatives of the 
people assembled in this House to consider to-day is as to whether they 
would be doing their duties to the people if they were engaged in a 
mere academic discussion regarding some verbal changes in the word- 
ings of a meaningless resolution (I advisedly use the word “meaning- 
less ”) when a dying population is looking up to them for substantial 
help in their hour of need, I consider it a cruel dispensation of fate 
that we have been summoned to a special session of the Council to hold 
a debate over the formation of a committee to assist the Statutory Com- 
mission at a time when the piteous cries of the famished and starving 
men, women and children coming from the famine-stricken areas of the 
province have filled the whole atmosphere of the country and heart- 
rending tales of our brothers and sisters embracing the tortures of a 
slow lingering death from actual starvation are reaching us daily from 
pluces which are under the grip of a terrible famine. 

I happen to represent the district of Dinajpur and the people of my 
constituency in the Balurghat subdivision are now passing through 
most trying times on account of failure of crops during three successive 
years. They have struggled hard to keep their body and soul together 
for the last nine months; they have sold away all their belongings 
including their cattle and their utensils and they have now completely 
broken down. The pangs of hunger have made the people desperate. 
Parents selling away their children, husbands selling away their wives 
and men and women trying to put an end to their own lives by com- 
mitting suicide to get rid of the pangs of hunger are being frequently 
reported. Unfortunately the officials on the spot have tried to explain 
away all these incidents in an ingenious manner, but in spite of all 
that they have said they feel constrained to admit that the distress is 
intensely acute. They cannot deny that the people are going without 
food and that many people are actually living upon meals consisting of 
boiled jute leaves, kachv leaves and leaves of other trees. 

Reports of starvation from the districts of Bankura, Birbhum, Khulna 
aud Malda are also reaching us. Anyone who has a heart within him 
cannot but be moved by the tales of agony reaching his ears every' day. 
The Bengal Provincial Congress Committee and other associations and 
local committees are trying their very l>est to render such help to the 
people as they can. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Mr. Chakravarti, the subject to which you are 
referrng touches a sympathetic cord in my heart, but we are not dis- 
cussing that subject now. You must confine yourself to the amendment. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I submit that the 
ground for my referring to this subject is to bring out the fact that 
Government have not called a special session of the Council to consider 
this situation. These are the arguments which I am advancing and 
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addressing to the members of this House to enable them to consider as 
to whether they should or should not consider the resolution until the 
Government have called a special session of the House. In that view 
I* submit that these are relevant matters. Anyone who has a heart 
within him cannot but In? moved by the tales of agony. The Bengal 
Provincial Congress Committee 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chakravarti that has got nothing to do 
with the amendments under discussion. Will you please deal with the 
amendments? 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Do I understand 
that I am not allowed to mention these matters. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think you should not do that. You should 
speak on the amendments. 

Bibu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I say thtit the 
question that naturally arises to-day “ Is the Government doing all that 
is possible to be done.*’ Speaking for myself and ^peaking about my 
own district I sav without the slightest hesitation that the question can 
be answered only in the negative. Government have antic ipated 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is this with regard to the famine or with regard 
to the Simon Commission? 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: 1 am ju>t making 
out my point that having these facts before Government it was their 
bounden duty to call a special session ot the House to consider this 
matter and as the Government have not done so 1 ask the members of 
the House to set their faces resolutely against the consideration of the reso- 
lution now before the House. In elucidation of this point it is necessary 
that I should place these facts before the House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have already thrashed out that point. You 
need not go any further. I am afraid I must ask you to confine yourself 
to the amendments. 

545 p.m. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Now, Kir. the 
first ground which I want to urge is this. I most earnestly appeal 
through you to the memliers of this House to consider this poiut as to 
whether they do or do not think that it was high time that the Govern- 
went called a special session of the Council to consider the urgent situa- 
tion that has arisen in the country. And if Government do not do that 
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I appeal to you to consider whether this resolution should be considered 
by them in preference to a more important subject like this. Now, Sir, 
I listened with great attention to the speech that was delivered by the 
Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur who moved this resolution. He said that 
the appointment of the Committee could not be delayed. The one 
question that I will put to the members of this House to consider is this : 
Which is of greater importance? The appointment of the Committee 
oi* the saving of human lives? It is for the members of this Council 
to answer this question. 

My second ground is that the resolution is absolutely uncalled for, 
as the British Parliament never contemplated that the Statutory Com- 
mission should consist of members of the Indian Legislative Councils. 
The icsolution is to the effect that a Committee of the Legislative 
Council be appointed to assist the Commission. The first question that 
naturally arises in this connection is this : Who wants this assistance 
and why? It may be in the recollection of the members of this House 
that when a proposal like this was thrown out by the Legislative 
Assembly, I/>rd Birkenhead in a speech at Doncaster on the 17th of 
February, said : “ I wish to make it as plain as I possibly can that 
either with the assistance of the Indian Legislatures or without their 
assistance, this Commission will carry its task to completion.” His 
Lordship in a few well-chosen words has given out the whole truth 
about the matter. When the British Parliament appointed the Statu- 
tory Commission, Indians were studiously excluded from being members 
of the Commission on the ground of their unfitness, for reasons which 
I need not reiterate. When however Sir John Simon and his colleagues 
landed at Bombay they found a tremendous wave of opposition to the 
Commission, and the word “ boycott ” was on everybody’s lips. A shrewd 
lawyer and a man of business, as Sir John Simon is, he at once hit 
upon a plan of conciliating Indian opinion by writing a letter to His 
Excellency the Viceroy that he would have committees of the Indian 
legislatures to assist him. Indians however are not going to be be- 
fooled by the gesture and the boycott continued. The Secretary of Stdte 
found that the Indian politicians were no longer in a mood to be duped, 
so he gave out his mind in very plain terms. He said in the course 
of the same speech: “If organised political opinion in India (mark 
the word, Sir!) chooses to maintain itself in ^lent boycotting and aloof- 
ness, nevertheless the work of the Commission will be performed.” 
Now, Sir, none in India ever felt any doubt about the truth of what 
His Lordship said. Parliament did not want the assistance of Indians 
in the matter of the examination of the question of fitness of Indians 
for self-rule. The British Parliament know r s perfectly well that Indians 
of all shade# of opinion hold the view that they are fit for self-rule. 
The Indian National Congress had declared in very clear terms that 
complete independence is the goal of its aspirations. England, how- 
ever, holds the view that India is not fit for sw&raj or independence, and 
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with a view to have a declaration to that effect in a formal manner this 
Ommiission has been appointed. Who could ever entertain the hope 
that England would ever willingly agree to Indians controlling their 
>wn affairs. England knows very well that if Indians are allowed to 
manage their own affairs in the best way that they thought fit, without 
;iny outside interference, the first thing they would do would l>e to stop 
the economic exploitation of India by England with a view to enable 
them to live and prosper. England cannot possibly he expected to be 
i willing party to such an arrangement. India is the brightest jewel 
in the crown of England — a happy hunting ground for the English 
ul venturers to make themselves rich by the use of all possible weapons 
»* a conquering race may force upon the conquered. " Our forefathers 
took India for the purpose of exploiting its resources, and we hold it 
to-day for the same immoral purpose” says Dr. V. H. Kutherford in 
bis book Modern India : Its Problems and their Solution written after 
bis tour in India in 192(5. So it must be perfectly plain to any one, 
iny casual observer, thut the British Parliament cannot be expected to 
confer swaraj on India, and it seems to me that those of our politicians 
who so often talk alxmt the grant of swaraj or home-rule by the British 
Parliament, do so under a self-deception. They must know in their 
heart of hearts that swaraj cannot be granted by one nation to another. 
It must always be achieved and achieved by a heavy sacrifice. No one can 
>hut his eyes and his ears to the revolutionary changes accomplished by 
>ther nations, abroad in Europe and in Asia, impelled by the spirit of 
Freedom, and of developing their own resources for their own lienefit 
to the exclusion of foreigncis. 

India to-day is moving with the time-spirit, and Indians are deter- 
mined no longer to remain content with being hewers of wood ami 
drawers of water in their own country. It is impossible to check the 
inward inarch of the surging waves by a mere command of the mouth : 
Thus far and no further. How* then can the question of the appoint- 
ment of a committee of the legislature to assist the Commission arise? 
The British Parliament never wanted such assistance, Iwvause they 
thought that the Indian politicians could not be expected to take a dis- 
passionate view of things. 

Sir, to my mind the position of the committee in plain words is a 
position akin to that of chaprassis and khitniutgais who certainly assist 
their masters but cannot control their action. 

Delhi, Madras, the United Provinces, and the Central Provinces, 
have rejected the proposal. All honour to them! \t ill Bengal to-day 
fail to keep up its position as the most forward province in India by 
rejecting the proposal made by the Hon ble Xawnb Bahadur? I hop# 
not. The Indian representative* in the legislative Assembly w’onted 
a round-table conference to settle a constitution for India. The Govern- 
ment of India and the British Parliament have rejected that proposal. 
Their express policy is to exclude Indians from having any hand in 
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the shaping of’ their own destinies Indians have no plitca, therefore, 
in the Commission, and to appoint a committee to assist the Commission 
is absolutely meaningless. The present move is merely a trap to catch 
some of us who may be still wavering. Let ns show by our votes to-^l&y 
that we refuse to fall into their trap. 


Mr. il. M. 8EN CUPTA. On a point of order, Sir. You said just 
now that the amendments relating to the postponement of the consi- 
deration of the resolution moved by the Hon’ble Member are now open 
for debate. The question is this; there are other amendments, viz., 
Nos. 10-17, on this resolution, and T want to know from you, Sir, in 
case the other amendments are not moved, does it mean that no one 
else will be allowed to speak on the original resolution or amendments? 
Supposing, Sir, the other amendments are moved, then a speaker who 
has spoken once will not Ire allowed to speak again on any one of these 
amendments. I want to have this information from you; whether 
by speaking on this amendment a member loses his right to speak 
again on the subsequent amendments? 

Mf. PRESIDENT: That is always left to the discretion of the 
President. The usual practice is that a member is not allowed to 
apeak twice on one subject; hut he can even do so if permitted by the 
President. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: May I know what is the 
procedure to be adopted in regard to voting on these amendments? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I am going to put them to vote separately, one 
by one. 


Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA". After all the amendments 
Lave been moved? 


Mr. PRESIDENT. I will put to vote amendments Nos. 4-9 one 
after another and then take up No. 10. 


Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA: Supposing, Sir, amendments Nos. 10-17 
are not moved, I take it you will proceed with the voting. But if 
those amendments are moved, some of us would like to speak on them. 

Rii HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. Sir. 
If the speaker speaks on the general amendments Nos. 4-9 how does 
he lose his right to speak on subsequent amendments? 
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,Mr. PRESIDENT* He does not lose his rijrht at all, but it is for 
him to decide whether he should speak on a particular amendment or 
not. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : They may choose to 
speak twice. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Quite so, nothing prevents them from doing so 
provided they do not speak twice on one amendment without my 
pennission. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: If an> one wishes to oppose 
the proposal of the IJon’ble Nawab Bahadur, will be be ullowed to tlo 
so after the amendments have been moved*' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, after the amendments have been disposed 
of, the original resolution cun be discussed. 

A I had j 8ir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: Mr. President, Sii. 1 have 
listened with much attention to tlie speech which lias been delivered 
by the mover of the first amendment, as also to the other subsequent 
speeches but I fail to discover any cogent reasoning whatsoever that 
may lead the members of tiiis House to agree to his proposal of post- 
poning the consideration of the main resolution .one thv. It seems 
that all these amendments are merely the outcome of a mistaken 
desire on the part of the movers and their party to non-co-opcrate with 
the Simon Commission. If the mere delight of obstruction has no 
charm for my friends opposite, I will readily admit that they too are 
actuated by honest convictions in thinking that the goal which is 
common to us all, namely, a self-governing India, can best ot can 
only be attained by the process of non-co-operation. 

6 p.m. 

But, Sir, may 1 ask my friends opposite what has been the result 
of this policy of non-co-operation extending ovei the last seven years 
or more. Has that policy brought the goal of resjwinsible government 
a whit nearer? Has it in any way advanced the cause of our country’ll 
progress or removed in the slightest degree our manifold national 
wants either material, moral, political or economic? Has it brought 
in its train any constructive work for our national well-being? Has 
it removed the want of pure drinking water in our rural areas, or 
impeded the progress of fell diseases such as cholera and malaria, 
which alone are responsible for carrying to immature graves millions 
of our countrymen ? \ challenge them, £ir, to point to a single 

heneftcient result that has accrued to us from this futile and puerile 
policy of non-co-operation, which, on the other hand, has merely 
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ushered in irresponsibility and has only caused obstruction and clogged 
the wheels of our national progress during all these years — when other- 
wise a substantial advance might have been made in various direc- 
tions in our material welfare. I can therefore only deplore that their 
experience of failure in their policy and practice of non-co-operation 
has made them perhaps sadder but surely not a bit wiser. Would 
it be too much to make a final appeal to them, who from a mistaken 
sense of patriotism are pursuing this policy to carefully take a fresh 
and dispassionate survey of the entire situation, and while there is 
yet time to lend a helping hand towards the evolution of our national 
constitution and thus to speed our motherland further onwards on 
the path of ordered progress? Would it be too much, Sir, to appeal 
to their sense of patriotism, their sense of duty, in which I am sure 
they lack not, to tear the \eil of mirage from off their eyes and look 
ahead to the promised land and realist* that the way to it is long and 
weary and an uphill trudge, where halts have to be made at different 
stages to take breath, and that it is only by conscientious, hard and 
constructive work that they can hope to reach the summit. Here then 
is a glorious chance. India is again at the threshold of a great oppor- 
tunity which no patriotic Indian should lightly throw' away. 

Mr. Naliniranjan Sarker has referred to the trade facilities which 
are considered to he the most important assets so far as India is con- 
cerned. He has said that because England is desirous of exploiting 
India she is never likely to grant dominion status to India, or if I 
have heard him aright words to that effect. I may say in reply, 
assuming that is so, it is for that very reason England is likely to 
grant us dominion status, for trade facilities are indeed the most 
important factors to be considered. As long as it is felt that India 
is able to care for herself, that we are able to stand on our own legs, 
that we can efficiently govern our own country, and are fit for the 
full measure of self-government it will be to the material interest of 
England herself to confer dominion statu* on India. 

Sir, the Commission is a settled fact and no Lord Morley is tWpre 
to unsettle it. The Secretary of State has stated, the Prime Minister 
has affirmed, thut when journeying in the Provinces the Committee 
of the members of the Provincial Councils will act with the Simon 
Commission as their colleagues. Sir John Simon himself desire that 
there should be an Indian wing composed of equal number of members 
as his owm Commission, to work jointly with it. The members of the 
Commission are due to return to India in the early part of the next 
cold weather, when they will begin their labour of enquiring into the 
working of the system of Government since the introduction of the 
Reforms, ai*d of taking due note of the defects and shortcomings in 
the system that has already been introduced as also of our national 
aspirations as to what further progress we desire in the evolution of 
our constitution, and to what extent we are fit to receive full measure 
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of self-government. Is it therefore not meet and proper for ourselves 
to participate in this work, and to press for as full a measure of self, 
government as we are fit to receive, and demand for safeguards neces- 
sary to be embodied as a part and panel of the constitution for the 
protection of our legitimate rights and interests, particularly of the 
minority communities? If the consideration of this resolution for the 
appointment of a Committee of this House lie postponed sine die. 
would it not tantamount to letting our case go by default? Would it 
not tantamount to a betrayal of the trust that has Wen reposed in us 
by our constituencies? Is it not only right and proper that we should 
make out as good a case as we can for further reforms if we desire 
Provincial autonomy, if we desire that Tndio should 1m* a self-governing 
country with dominion status conferred on hei ? It run only lw* bv cc>- 
operation, unless we are prepared to at once wrest complete indepen- 
dence and freedom for our country by the help of the sword und perhaps 
with an army from Mars. The latter eventuality is scarcely likely, 
and if we have got to get it out of the British Parliament it can oniy 
be done as I have said, by showing that we are fit for further reforms 
by co-operating with the members of the Commission in pressing 
forward our legitimate claims. It is no use blinking the fact that 
the British Parliament under present conditions cun alone determine 
India’s future. The question, whether the procedure that has been 
adopted by Parliament with regard to the present enquiry has given 
us any cause for umbrage, has Wen discussed so threadbare both in 
the press and on the platform that I do not propose to dilate on it 
here. 

Reference has been made by several speakers to eminent men like 
Sir Ali Imam and Mr. Jinnah, one of whom has spent a good deal 

of his time in the service of the Crown and country. I would ask 

them to consider for a moment what is the leal scope of the Commis- 
sion and what the Commission are going to do. They are coming 

here to enquire into the working of the present system of constitution, 

the conduct of political India, in other words the conduct of so many 
thousands of memWrs of Legislative Councils all over India, who 
have Wen and are working the Reforms, he they Indians. Europeans, 
or Anglo-Indians. Therefore, I fail to see how anyone whose conduct 
would he the subject of enquiry can take umbrage, much more an 
insult if he is not put on that Commission. (A voick : Reforms and 
Knighthood go together.) 

I would only say that my friends opposite demanded u Round Table 
Conference and Sir John Simon has given it to them in the shape of n 
tree joint conference. They a*ked for an equality of status and Sir 
John Simon has given them the equality of status. (Question, 
Question.)The Punjab Committee demanded that no distinction Wtween 
it* own members and the memWrs of the Commission W made in respect 
of examination of witnesses and acre** to all documents, and the same 
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has been readily acceded to. The Indian committees will have further 
the right to draw up a separate report for presentation to the legislative 
bodies that appointed them, or if they »o desire they could send the 
same to the Joint Committee of both Houses of Parliament for consi- 
deration along with the Report of the Royal Commission. Briefly, Sir 
John Simon's scheme, as now evolved, assures most complete representa- 
tion of all Indian interests at every rtage of the enquiry. In point of 
fact, the Indian members on these committees will take fuller and more 
adequate part in all the work of constitution-making than would have 
been the case if two or three Indians had been made members of the 
Royal Commission — who in that case would have been always in the 
minority in the main body of the Commission. I, however, realise that 
arguments and reasonings are only thrown away with those persons 
who persist in repudiating the right of British Parliament to determine 
Indian Constitution, or who are obsessed with the idea of mala fides of 
the British. But, Sir, let us take facts as they are and let me emphasise, 
that boycott or no boycott, the Commission will proceed with their 
work. Here is an opportunity which no Indian, with a clear concep- 
tion of events round him, should throw away. At the present moment, 
we have a Viceroy who is fired with a noble zeal of helping us to build 
up a nationhood by doing all he can towards composing our communal 
differences which alone stand in the way of our speedily arriving at 
our goal. Members of the Commission, presided over by one of the 
biggest brains in Europe, are coming out with open and unbiased 
minds and are ready to recommend for India as much as she will be 
able to assimilate. Under no eireu instances, those of us at least who 
belong to the minority communities, can afford to let our ease go by 
default. 

My friend, Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri has told us that India has 
not been allowed to draft her own constitution. Sir, I beg to differ 
from him. From what I have said my friend will see that members 
of this Council will have ample opportunities in taking a proper share 
along with the members of the Commission to help in the work* of 
drafting the constitution. 

My friend, Mr. Basu, over there thinks that the system which U 
now in force may very well remain. I was truly glad to hear those words 
from him and I wish I heard him say so a few months ago when I had 
the privilege to work the system while I was in office. If he were go 
enamoured of diarchy at that time, I am sure I should have had the 
benefit of his support and vote. 


Dr. BIBHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I enquire that if a member 
speaks inaudiblv shotrld his speech go into the proceedings? He is 
talking so rapidly that we cannot follow him. We would ask him to 
talk a little slowly. 
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but within the British Empire, with the dear am] distinct proviso that 
our legitimate rights and privileges would be safeguarded. Fiuallv l 
would again abjure my countrymen of all schools of thoughts, by all 
that is holy, and in the name of our common motherland, not to pursue 
u policy of negation that can land us nowhere, but let us all join 
together in helping to devise a constitution where the interests of ull 
and sundry would be equally respected. It is, Sir, for this reason that 
I can consider it essential, that this matter should not l* postponed 
.tine die, and that a committee of this House should lie elected to work 
jointly as colleagues with the members of the Commission. With these 
words I oppose the amendments that have been moved. 

(1-15 p.m. 

$ri Jut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: I am -om »t the outset to 
admit that 1 fail to appreciate tlu* arguments pieMmted by Sir A. K. 
(ihuxiiavi who appears to have taken brief for the (Kiveinment. I rim* 
to accord mv whole-hearted support to the amendment moved by Halm 
Xaliniranjan Sarker that the consideration of the i volution should be 
postponed sine die. The reasons which prompted us to take up this 
attitude have been fully di -cussed by my othei fjiemls and further 
dilation on these points may therefore he considered unneces.4ar\ . Hut, 
Sir, in the present state of our mental torpidity which nio-t of us 
unfortunately are a prey to, I consider, a hit of hammering on old 
fK)ints may produce a more effective result. It will accelerate the flow 
of imagination to a healthy channel and prevent it- present tendency 
to -ettle (K)wn within a circumscribed compass. 

Sir, in opposing this resolution, as it is, I -fund on the fundamental 
right of a man — the right of self-determination. This inherent light 
of a nation has been recognised all the wold over. The oiiginal idea 
which piompted Powers to foim a League of Nations and hind them- 
selves by international laws was to avoid future wars by n**t intei fei mg 
with the rights of othei nations — nav recognising and respecting them, 
Hut as we find it now, its noble purpose has been Lust mi ted soon nftei 
its birth by the insatiable greed and love of ^elf-aggrandisement of the 
powerful nations. 

When England was in the grip of the terrible war, when the great 
German offensive was going to threaten its very existence and when 
Indians were found reluctant to plunge headlong in the win which will 
bring them no good, message came from the British Parliament in the 
shape of a promise to introduce Responsible Government in India. 
The Indians greeted this offer with full confidence so natural to their 
temperament and helped England to victory with their men and blood, 
^ow, the danger is over and the spirit which prompted the English 
People to make that declaration has vanished with it. To keep up 
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appearance a tfham reform was thrnat on us with a system of diarchy, 
which was found unworkaMe even by stout and believing souls. Now, 
we are again confronted with a “ Commission ” which is to enquire and 
pass judgment in tdiape of recommendation as to our capacity for further 
reforms. Upon their report the Parliament will decide as to our future 
constitution. 

Sir, it is known to all that this Commission tvas appointed in total 
disregard of the expressed wishes of our countrymen. How the Indians 
regarded it will be evident from the all-Indian hartal on the very day 
of its lauding. The admirable temper exhibited by the police on the 
hartal day in making indiscriminate arrests and wanton assaults on 
unarmed passers-by in many placed in India, particularly in Calcutta, 
will bear ample testimony to the success of the boycott. The all-white 
Commission in total exclusion of the Indians was undoubtedly a 
deliberate insult to the self-respect of the nation and a shameful 
denial of the fundamental rights of the people of the soil to determine 
their own constitution. The leaders of all shades of political opinion 
joined together in one voice for its total boycott. 

Both fiord Birkenhead and Lord Irwin have given their reasons for 
excluding the Indians from the Statutory Commission. It was because 
our judgment will be coloured by our natural desire to get swaraj 
without coming to pause and weigh our capacity at the present stage. 
While coming to their findings our trustees were obsessed, apparently, 
with two main ideas; The one, is their love of exploitation and 
perpetual domination and the other, is theii distrust and suspension. 
Even a casual observer will not fail to see that our “ trustees ” were 
more anxious to maintain their tight hold over u< rather than a sincere 
desire to place Indians in the confederacy of the self-governing nations. 
We find the same spirit dominating in the utterances and writings of 
Sir John Simon, leader of this Commission before and after hi* first 
visit to India. 

Sir, if we .go back only a few years, we shall find quite a different 
mentality working in this same Sir John Simon who, in supporting the 
Irish Free-States Bill in the House of Commons said: “ I think it is 
one of the encouraging features/ of the situation that this constitution 
is a constitution which has been drafted in Ireland by Irishmen for 
Ireland/' In concluding he said “ At any rate there is a real element 
of hope and confidence here in that this constitution is not a constitution 
which the British Parliament formulates and offer** to confer upon 
Ireland, it is a constitution which the Irishmen themselves have drawn 
tip and which they now apply to the Imperial Parliament to ratify/* 

Are we not in India basing our opposition on the very grounds 
covered by Sir John Simon ? Why in our case does he fail to appre- 
ciate the reason when we assert that our constitution should be drafted 
in India by Indians and for India? In dealing with the question of 
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Irish constitution did he not mention with pride that “ the constitution 
under which different parts of our empire are now working are in a 
ver^’ large measure constitutions which have been settled on the soil 
where they are to operate by the people who are to live under them?" 

Why is this difference in treatment? The reason is not very far 
to seek. Here, unlike tlu* Irish people, the Indians have Wen generally 
loyal at heart, here they do not show their resentment against the 
lawless laws by rising in open rebellion, here many of us still pray and 
argue. It is for this reason that the law which applies to the whole 
of the world is conveniently forgotten heie and all the possible and 
impossible excuses are invented and marshalled together to fmge a chain 
to keep the Indians in interminable bondage. 

Sir, I have stated before, that we stand on the inherent rights of a 
nation. We refuse to l>e dominated and ruled in our internal affuirs 
bv arbitrary and irresponsible tones. The great philosophet and the 
erstwhile President of the Fnited State* of America, Mr. Woodrow 
Wilson, puts this question before the world “Shall there be a common 
standard of right and previlege toi all |»eoples and nations or shall the 
strong do as they like and the weak suffer without any rodmts?" This 
'cry question was troubling us for a long time. We are for a common 
standard of light between a man and a man between a nation and a 
nation. 

I will now refer to what some of the eminent Indian leadeiN sa\ 
as to the belated announcement made b\ Sn John Simon, gtunfing 
concession to the Indian comm it tec*. Men like Sn Tez Bahadur Sapru, 
Mr. M. A. Jinnah, Sir Siva-wami Iyei, Sii Chiman Lai Sitalbad, Sit 
Phi rose Sethna, etc., mans o* whom occupied position of tiust unde? 
the Government and who ha\e ulwn\s been credited with possessing 
“saner" political view's, console] that the acceptance ot the ic-tilution 
of the Punjab Committee does not mateiiully ultei the sit uat i<m . On 
the other hand they assert that it strengthens their oiiginai determina- 
tion for its Imycott. The Commission hus retained in theimldves the 
true power, i.e., the power ot final recommendation. Dealing on this 
apparent climb down the\ arc clearly of opinion that it is nothing short 
of an eye-wash calculated to divide and demoralise the jieople. 

I would now ask Sir Abd-ur-Rahim whether he has found anything 
honourable in the latest “ concession " made by Sir John Simon to 
encourage him to send in his amendment. His Town Hall speech is 
still ringing in my ears. Let me remind him of the resolution adopted 
in that meeting tinder his presidency: “ That this public meeting of 
citizens of Calcutta belonging to all sections of the Indian community 
and owin£ allegiance to diffeient political parties, etc., etc., arc hereby 
united in placing on record their universal sense of indignation at the 
calculated affront offered to India’s national self-respect by denying 
her the fundamental right to determine her national constitution and 

7 
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hereby resolves to have nothing to do with it and urges upon all public 
bodies and in particular the Legislatures, to refuse to be associated in 
any way with the parliamentary Commission.” 

Will it look nice for him now to give up the fight after having 
taken up the gauntlet? I hope bis knightly spirit will yet prevail and 
he with his friends will stubbornly support u« against the insulting 
proposal. 

Sir, I have also a few words to say to my moderate friends here, who 
may claim to belong to the Liberal, Fnion, Independent or any other 
party. To them I should like to point out the lucid speech delivered 
by Sir Tez .Bahadur Sapiu as President of the Liberal Federation and 
1 hope it will carry sufficient weight with them as it does with other 
parties in this House and outside it. In one place he says : “Indian 
Nationalists of the moderate school have been compelled to ask if the 
only wav of recognising the spirit of co-operation is by telling Indians 
that their lot is to be none other than that of petitioners, that they’ 
cannot be trusted to participate in the responsibility of making recom- 
mendations to Parliament for the future of their own country and that 
all they may aspire is to put their proposals before the Commission 
which may accept or reject and again to repent the same process of 
persuasion, aigument and discussion before the joint committee of 
Parliament.” 

Sir Tez Uahadur, like othei self-respecting Indian leaders, is clearly 
of opinion that the position we stand remains the same even after 
the much talked of Commission. The duty of our moderate friends is 
therefore clear. When the dignity of the nation i> at stake I hope 
they will not be swayed by any other consideration but will join hands 
with us to oppose the resolution. 

The resolution of the Modem League and the noble stand of Mr. 
Jinnah and Sir Ali Imam should produce a sanei effect in the minds 
of my Moslem friends here, many of whom, as it appears from the 
nature of their amendments, intend to u<e this occasion to lengthen 
their communal position. I hope they will yet take a broader view of 
things and will refuse to baiter the cause of the country for a met* of 
pottage. We have a timely message from Dr. Sheikh Muhammad 
Alam, m.l.c., who, as president of Sindh Moslem Political Conference, 
warned that until swnraj was established in India, the search for a 
settlement of communal lights was a madness itself. He appealed to 
Moslems in particular to make the boycott a complete. success. 

It now remains to be seen what our Ministers do. Their attitude 
will clearly prove how far they justify their position as a popular 
Minister. U is only the other day that two of our U. P. Ministers 
proved their worth and courage of conviction by refusing to cast their 
votes against the expressed views of their countrymen. For this act 
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of courage *hev had to incur gubernatorial displeasure and had to 
resign. But they never budged an inch from their principle. Is it 
too much to expect that our Minivers will ptove an equal stamina and 
cfcst their vote* on the popular side? 

Sir, in concluding my remarks let me assure you once for all that in 
supporting the amendment I am not swayed by any personal likes or 
dislikes or considerations of any party policy. I stand on a much 
surer ground, i.e., on the mandate of my constituency I have been com- 
missioned by all without a single exception not to >upport the formation 
of a committee to assist the Simon Commta'ion. It is a camouflage 
out and out. Sir, I heartily support the amendment. 


R*i JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur! Sir, l have listened with 
great regret and sorrow the well of despair and pessimism from my 
friends opposite. But I may tell them that the very tact of our being 
a .subject nation proves without any shadow of doubt that the fault lies 
in Uis and not in the British people. “The fault, dear Brutus, lies 
not in our stars, but in ourselves that we are underlings." The only 
way by which you can achieve independence i* by co-operation and 
not by tailing foul of one another. 

<i-dO p.m. 

If we could unite we could even at this \ery moment dispense with 
the Simon Commtaion. Thciefoie, 1 >a\ that situated a- we aic, we 
must not be blind to stern faeK We aie yet a >ubjert nation, yet a 
dependency of (heat Biitain. (Shame, shame]. Shame not only to 
11 > but to our ancestors who allowed themselves to l»e deptived of theii 
li tarty. 


Mr. PRE8IDENT ! You are drifting fmni the subject undei discus- 
sion. 


Rai JADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Theie me two alternatives 
before the Country — either to wrest freedom from the hands of the 
English or to co-operate wuth them, either to assert nui soul force to 
persuade them to grant us more and more liberty or to wrest it by 
force; force we have not, and therefore the only resource left to us is 
to co-operate with them and show them that even theii self-inferost 
requires that India should he given full freedom, and if they do not 
give us timely advancement they will have to rue the delay. After 
all, English statesmen are not fools; they know what is what, and when 
to yield and when not to yield. Tt is for the House to consider why 
the Simon Commission has come. It started no doubt under suspicion 
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of the people of this country, who have from past experience lost some 
confidence in the ultimate intention of the British Parliament, but at 
the same we should remember that the Government of India Act was 
not passed by one party in England; it waa the deliberate act of the 
entire English nation and their intention was to give full responsible 
government to India, and they still stick to that intention. They know 
that if responsible government is withheld from India they will not 
be able to hold it perpetually by force; they also know that a prosperous 
and contended India can be made a source of great strength to England. 
Those who think that England will not gront us complete responsible 
government have no idea how nations are at present being moulded. 
The people of foreign countries do not care for military conquest now- 
a-days; they care more for the mutual exchange of manufactured 
articles and also exchange of economic and spiritual, literary and moral 
and social ideas. England wants to have perpetual relation with India, 
England minus India ri a third-rate power only, but with India it is 
a first-rate power. Therefore England can never afford to lose India 
and is bound to grant self-government to it. We should have no 
suspicion against the Simon Commission who have come here not with 
a sinister design, but — I feel this in my bone and soul — to give us 
higher stages in the evolution of our national liberty. 

Now, Sir, the question is whether we should co-operate or non-eo- 
operate with the Commission. 1 find that the Congress and the 
National Liberal Federation are co-operating, though not directly. 
For some months pa*t they have been framing a Constitution for India; 
may I ask why they are doing so? It is certainly not for their own 
edificution or pleasure but only to let the Commission know what the 
real demand of Tndia is. Otherwise there is no need for framing any 
such constitution. There nobody eLse in the world who can give 
effect to the constitution except the British Parliament under which 
we live at present. Therefore I say the Indian National Congress and 
the Liberal Federation are themselves co-operating with the Sityon 
Commission by preparing to tell them what India really wants. 

What ks meant by “ assistance What are we to doP We have 
simply to tell them that we are prepared to assist them, to solve the 
communal question and other similar questions. The Muhammadans 
want all the seats; the Hindus too want all the seats; Muhammadans 
want all the appointments and Hindus too want all the appointments. 
There are the Anglo-Indian and also the Christian and other interests 
to consider and all these conflicting interest? must be solved by a 
deliberative body. May I ask, Sir, if the Commission had been com- 
posed of Indiaus, brown people and not white people, would the Swaraj 
party have agreed to that composition ? They would surely say that 
it was not a representative body. Their report too would have been 
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submitted to Parliament, the ultimate authority; therefor thk recoin* 
mendation of theirs would go for nothing unless accepted by Parlia- 
ment. Whether we want a Round Table Conference or similar other 
things, it is all the same; you are bound to be controlled by the final 
verdict of Parliament unless, of course, in the meantime, you assert 
your independence and get outside the British realm. Therefore, Sir, 
in whatever way we look at the question, you will have to abide by the 
decision of Parliament. It may be you will not co-operate with the 
Commission for the first time but you ure sure to come over to it in 
time. In the first Reformed Council, the non-copcrators and the 
.swarajists held aloof but in the second Council they all Miught election, 
and I say that the same thing will happen again also. The Simon 
Commission will submit their report and the Parliament will enact a 
new Constitution and you will come back again, save that you will say 
that you have come to non-co-operate from within, which, however, 
means nothing but co-operation. Of course in the first place opposition 
was justified but I say that that opposition should not go beyond 
legitimate bounds. It is true that many of oui illustrious countrymen 
are on the other side; they know the real state of the count iv; they 
can do much good to the country by co-operation, bet the Hindus and 
Muhammadans frame a constitution of their own and let them submit 
it to the Simon Commission and if you can come to a unanimous con- 
clusion over the constitution I am sine the British Parliament will he 
the last body to reject it. 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: I think it is more than 

b veurs that I had the honour and piivilege of imping in this House 
for the immediate appointment ot the Statutory Commission and to-day 
the Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur has brought in a motion to the cited 
that this Council recommends to the Government that step* be taken 
to give effect to the proposal of the Statutory Commission that a Com- 
mittee of the Legislative Council be appointed to assist the ( nnimi-sion. 
To this several amendments have been moved and one of them is to the 
effect that the consideration of the resolution be postponed tine die. 
There are two other amendments that have been tabled, one from my 
friend and leader, Mr. A. K. Fajil-ul llu<| and the othei from my 
revered leader. Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, which is of some importance to us 
and I shall revert to these later. 

So far as the first resolution in concerned it means that the proposer# 
want to boycott the Commission. Tt is for us to decide what should 
be our attitude with regard to the Commission. It has !w*en said by 
previous speakers that by not taking our ow n countrymen on the Com- 
mission, England has attempted to heap ingulf on India. There is no 
doubt that when the personnel of the Commission was first announced 
India wa* not a little surprised and T am sure many of the leaders ot 
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this country who had hoped to be on the Commission were not only 
surprised but also shocked. Whatever it may be, there was a wave of 
discontent throughout the country and meetings were held all over, 
some protesting against the personnel of the Commission and others 
denouncing it as a deliberate insult to India. To this the answer given 
by important personages in England and in India shows that England 
had never meant nor would ever mean any insult to India. Then they 
in their own way attempted to devise means to enable the people of 
the country to co-operate with them on equal terms. Sir, one side of 
the shield has been painted by my friends over there and it may be 
said in support of Government that there were various difficulties in 
the way of Parliament when they had to consider the question of the 
appointment of the Commission. Is it not a fact that India has 
diverse interests and divergent views? India is inhabitated by people 
who have their own particular interests to protect. For instance, if 
a person from Bombay, say, Mr. Jinnah, was appointed to the Commis- 
sion would the people of Bengal have taken him to be a real repre- 
sentative of Bengal? There ure so many provinces in India that it 
does not seem possible to select a few representative Indians to sit on 
that body, and as the needs of each province are various and diverse 
it was not at all possible that any of the provinces could be fully 
represented on the Commission itself. This is one thing that could 
be said in favour of the Commission and the exclusive character of 
the Commission. Another thing that may be said in its favour is that 
the Commission, immediately it got the hint that the people of the 
country’ were not -satisfied with its personnel, tried in its own way to 
devise means to give the central legislature and the provincial legis- 
latures as w’ell, equal powers to deal with the evidence and come to a 
conclusion. Not only that, the provincial legislatures were also giveu 
enough powers of cross-examining persons and also of submitting their 
report. That is what they did to mend matters, and it is for us to 
decide whether the particular things which they have done are of suffi- 
cient importance to the House to enable them to vote for the formation 
of a Committee of this House to assist them. 

Another thing that can be urged by the members here is what effect 
it will have on the future constitution of India if we in a body were 
to boycott the Commission. Will Government leave India bag and 
baggage? No answer is ueeded to this question. Sir, Muhammadans 
have to look upon this question from their own standpoint. If there 
were complete boycott of the Simon Commission, if it was possible for 
the Hindus and Hindus of the Hindus Mahasabha, the non-Brahmins, 
the Sikhs and the Muhammadans all to join and try to boycott the 
Commission, and they had succeeded in doing so, then surely it might 
have been right and proper for every one in this House to consider that 
matter and join in the boycott. 
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But as matters stand, various bodies in the country have considered 
it fit to eo-operate with the Commission. Will it be right for us in 
this Council, will it be right for our Muhammadan countrymen, to 
boycott this Commission? If they boycott the Commission, the result 
will be that they will not be able to represent their grievances, from 
which they have suffered so long. It seems to me absolutely necessary 
that the Muhammadan community in particular should see to it, 
whether it is not their incumbent duty to unite and lay their grievances 
before the Commission for redress. 

Sir, if it were possible for our countrymen to arrive at a decUion 
at a joint conference of Indian leadeis, I for one would have been ver> 
pleased to follow their dictates. I'nfortuuately, in spite of the delibera- 
tions of the All-India Congies.s Committee toi mouths together, they 
have not l>een able to come to any conclusions Cries of “Question ). 
I would very much like that I am not correct in my statement. I very 
much wish that they had come to a satisfactory conclusion bv this 
time — that that august body had actually come to leal conclusions 
which would have permanently settled the relationship which should 
exist between the different communities that inhabit this land. Sir, 
there are diverse matters which must have been engaging the attention 
of this body, and I am afraid that the various leaders who constitute 
that body have not been able to see eye to eye with each other. ^Crics 
of “ Question Unfortunately, all these Statesmen of our country 
have not been able to find out the possibility of coming to terms— to 
give to Crcsur and to deliver unto Civsar what is (Vsar'ri is not written 
in the Irooks of some of them. It is selfishness on our part that has 
so long kept u* away from our cherished goal— Swaraj. If one brother 
were actually to take away whatever the father leaves, the other brothers 
cannot complacently look on. If the backward communities inhabiting 
this country make demands for wresting from the advanced communi- 
ties privileges which the latter have been enjoying so long, then they 
(the latter) should have sense and wisdom enough to recognise the 
legitimacy of the demand and to accede to it. T am afraid, Sir, there 
are certain politicians in this country who would on no account deliver 
unto Caesar what is Caesar V They would, on the other hand, try to 
see that they get more and more, so much so, that this land is left 
entirely to them and them alone. Constituted as the joint conference 
was, I am afraid it was not able to formulate any unanimous proposal, 
and I think it will take years for the joint conference to arrive at any 
real solution of the whole matter. So, Sir, the House has to consider 
whether, since we Indians have not been able to come to any definite 
conclusion, it is not right and proper that the Commission, which is 
composed of impartial people, should look into ‘these matters, hear Our 
grievances t and decide on the best course to be followed. 
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It i« said in some quarters that the Simon Commission will be 
absolutely of no use to this country : it will not grant to the country 
its legitimate rights : it will not accede to the legitimate aspirations 
of the people. Sir, the proof of the pudding is in the eating, and If 
the Simon Commission do not actually grant to the people of this 
country what they ought to get, then the country certainly knows how 
it should act towards the Commission, and towards the people who have 
sent out the Commission. The Commission itself is composed of the 
beiit brains of England, and it cannot be said that they have lost all 
sense of decency and of justice so as not to accede to the legitimate 
demands of the people of this land. If they do not have these quali- 
ties they ought not to have come out here, ff they fail to recommend 
full responsible government for my countrymen, then certainly my 
countrymen in a united manner can make England to accede to all 
their demands. 

Sir, it seems to me nec^suiy that we should make the be^t use of 
the situation and place our case jointly before the Commission. Ot 
course, my friends opposite will not like to do so on principle, but let 
others do so, and let all of us wait and see what the Commission 
actually do and let us hope in the interest of India and England that 
they would do what is right and nothing hut right. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, never since the last 
general election have we been asked to come to a decision on a question 
of such momentous importance than to-day, when we have been a.-kcd 
to decide whether we should appoint a Committee to assist, and to work 
as colleagues of, the Simon Commission. It is necessary for some of us 
to explain our view point, so that the country at large may understand 
the position we take up in regard to this question. I may tell vou at 
once, Sir, that one of the main reasons why the Mussulmans generally 
feel that they should not boycott the Commission, is that ever since the 
beginning of British rule in this country they have been b -yt otting every 
British institution with the most disastrous consequences to themselves. 
They boycotted the Fniversitv, they boycotted the public services, they 
did not take advantage of the political rights of the people, with the 
result that they ore now in a most unfortunate position. And to-day 
most of the Mussulmans feel that it is no longer right or possible for 
them, till they are able to gather strength, till they are sufficiently able 
to educate themselves, till they are able to meet on equal terms the 
members of the other community, to effectively boycott nnv existing 
institutions of this country. Sir, it might he said thqt this is the point 
of view of only some individual persons, hut I can assure you that it is 
not merely the point of view of a few of us, but the point of view of 
the entire Mussulman community as we read it. Even though some 
of us may feel that a very great wrong has been done to this country by 
the manner in which the personnel of the Simon Commission has been 



1 * 88 .] 


SIMON COMMISSION. 


105 


selected, we are not justified in declaring a boycott, with the history 
of the last election being still before us. The Mussulmans non-co- 
operated with the existing institutions, they sent up a very large number 
of ewarajist members in the election of 192d, but in the election of' 
1926 all Mussalmans who had the least tinge of constitution-wrecking 
in them, were hounded out one after another. That shows that so far 
as the Mussalman community is concerned, they are anxious that the 
present constitution, whatever may be its worth, should be worked. 


Mf» 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E" AA ould you seek an election now? 


Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: I am quite prepared to 
seek an election and fight it out. I am not at all unprepared for it, and 
I emphatically declare that something lietter is necessary to convince 
me that the Mussalmans as a community want that the constitution 
should not be worked. I know my own country, I know my own consti- 
tuency, and I can assure you that so far as our constituents 
are concerned, they have not declared in favour of the boycott. 
(A voice: What about the recent Nadia election?) Sir. I do not deny 
that the members who hold different views from me are justified in so 
holding in the best interests of the country. But patriotism is not the 
monopoly of any particular party in this country, llach and every 
one of us is interested in the welfare of the country. We have Wen 
bred and brought up in this country, we breathe its atmosphere and 
we are interested in its progressive development as anybody else. But 
it is because we suffer from the realities of the situation and because 
we are intimately connected with life in the mufassal, where we daily 
meet with practical difficulties, that we consider it essential that the 
present constitution should be worked in spite of what you might in- 
lulge in the atmosphere of Calcutta. (Hear, Hear.) Sir I want to 
know why my friends of the Swaraj Party have come to this Council. 
They have come to this Council, because they want to take advantage 
)f the present constitution, however bad it might be, with a view to 
work it for the good of the country. I am taking up the same position, 
rhe swarajist is doing it by adopting the doctrine of negation, while 
[ am doing it by working the constitution. But simply because I wunt 
o work the constitution, motives are Wing freely ascribed to me and 
nen of my views. Sir, freedom can be achieved when each and every- 
>ne of us is given his due share; it is easy to ascribe motives and to say 
hat we have been doing all in our own selfish interests. Sir, we are 
lot fools. We know f the risk we are taking in holding such views as we 
lo. Most of us who want to work the constitution, will to-morrow be 
teclared as traitors to our country and it will W trumpeted abroad that 
re have sold our birthright for the proverbial mess of pottage. But 
re believe in our heart of hearts that while there is one set of people 
rho have to hold up advanced ideals before the country, there should 
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be another set of people who should be prepared to work out the consti- 
tution for what it is worth. Sir, I am neither non-co-operating nor 
co-operating with the Commission. I have come here neither to co- 
operate nor to non-co-operate with the Council. The Simon Commission 
is a machinery and we want to work it. Possibly we may not gain any- 
thing out of it. Many such Commissions have come and gone without 
doing any good to us. But it is in the expectation that we may get 
something better, that some further rights may be given to us, that we 
want to go up before the Commission in order to tell them what our 
difficulties are. My friend Babu Jogindra Chandra Chakravarti has 
pointed out that there is famine in the country and that Government 
has not done anything to alleviate the misery of the people. I may 
tell him that that is the very reason why he should go to the Commission 
to get the present system of government mended. I personally feel, 
Sir, that the present system of government is suc h that it requires revi- 
sion at an early date, but this revision is only possible by working the 
institutions which have been granted to us. I however do not agiee with 
some of my friends who maintain that it is only Parliament that can 
give us freedom : Freedom can only be achieved by our own efforts. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The time is up. Khan Bahadur, 
you can resume your speech to-morrow, if you like. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned till 3 p.m., on Tuesday, the 10th July, 
1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



Pf ote d ings of tho Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 


The Council met in the Council Chamlver in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the l Oth July. 1928, at :} p.m. 


Present: 


The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmvtha Xaiii Ray (Tim dih iu, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the tour Hon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two ITon’ble Ministers and 12b nominated and elected 
members. 

Notices for adjournment of the business of the Council. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Three members of the 
Council have sent in notices for adjournment of the business 
of the Council to discuss the situation arising out of famine 

conditions in Bengal. Materials have now been placed before me 
sufficient to convince me that the matter is really of great 
urgency owing to the immediate approach of the sowing season. 
I have therefore decided, in view of the representations made 
to me yesterday, that it would be right for me to consent 

to the making of a motion for adjournment for the purpose of din- 
cussing the matter referred to, ami my decision was conveyed to the 
three members in letters issued this morning. I have taken steps to 
have His Excellency infonned, and he has been pleased to allot 
Wednesday, the 11th instant, for a further meeting of the Council at 
which this motion may be discussed. The formal written consent 
referred to in section 82 of the Rules and Standing Orders will 
accordingly be giveu by me to the members who have tabled these 
motions to-morrow, so that they can proceed with the motions on that 
date. 

I would like to place before this House certain facts with 
regard to this motion for adjournment with a view to refute mis- 
representations, and to remove misunderstanding which may exist in 
connection therewith. This House is aware that I disallowed two 
motions for adjournment similar to the one under review, and 1 
said that sufficient materials had not been placed before me to justify 
my upsetting the settled programme of the Council in the light of 
the existing rules. I enquired and was told that the Legislative 
Department was also not in possession of any information which would 
help me to admit those motions, and the members of the Swaraj party 
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of this Council, who discussed with me this matter in my private 
chamber yesterday, were convinced by me that the materials before 
me were not sufficient. I advised them to draw up very carefully a 
memorandum of facts and figures bearing on the subject, and I pro- 
mised that I would give a day for the discussion of the matter, if I 
found in that memorandum sufficient materials, indicating the urgency 
of the matter, to an extent which would bring it within the scope of 
section 79 (Rule 11). I am glad that my advice was taken, but I 
am sorry that these facts were not given bv them to other members 
of their party before the proceedings commenced yesterday, as I think 
that would have made some of their followers, who occupy the back 
benches, more discreet and more anxious to maintain the dignity of 
the House when this matter was raised by Mr. Chatterjee yesterday, 
on a point of order, and would have restrained a section of the Press 
from misrepresenting my attitude towards the famine. 


8tarred Questions 

(to whieh oral answers were given). 

Water-hyacinth. 

*16. Mtulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to state — 

(n) whether any scheme has been framed for the eradication of 
the water-hvacinth pest ; 

(//) whether it is in the contemplation of Government to introduce 
any legislation for the purpose? It so, when; and 

(r) what steps, if any, the Government intends to take to fight 
the evil? * 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDU8TRIE8 (the Hon’ble 8ir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a), 
(b) and (c) A draft scheme has been prepared by the Minister in charge 
of the Department, hut the financial and legislative aspects of the 
scheme are being examined by Government. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to give us an approximate date by which the Government 
expect to take action in this matter? 

Tho Hon ’bio Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER I It is not pos- 
sible for me at the present moment to give any date. 
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Mr* P. N. CUHAs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to fttate 
if there is any possibility of Government finishing the examination of 
this scheme before the next budget? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUHDER MITTER: I am not in a 

position to say that, but 1 can assure you every endeavour will l>e 
made to finish it as quickly as possible. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state when the last scheme was prepared? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: This is a 
matter which I cannot disclose. 


Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 1* 
pleased to state whether Government have not been preparing some 
scheme or other tor the last three years, and have not taken any 
action on them? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: During the 
last two years or more Government have been endeavouring its best 
to solve this very difficult problem. Members in this House are aware 
that my predecessor in office called a Conference in Dacca in which 
members from every part of the province, and of all shades of opinion, 
were invited, and certain proposals were then made. Any scheme can 
be placed on paper, but everyone ought to appreciate that it is not as 
pasy as it seems: other provinces have tried and failed. If you want 
fi mere paper scheme, I can get one ready in no time, but if you want 
an effective scheme, you must give us some time. In the meantime, 
any helpful suggestions or scheme that can be put forward will be 
welcome. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that so far back as 1924 suggestions were made und schemes were con- 
sidered by a Government Committee, and everything was ready for 
action? If this was so, why was nothing done? 

The Hon’ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: No scheme 
pras prepared in 1924. A Committee was appointed, that Committee 
mbmitted its report, but no action was taken on that report as the 
Committee itself pointed out that the scheme proposed was not for 
the eradication of the pest from the province as a whole, but merely 
ouebed the fringe of the problem. 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware 

that the scheme that was prepared by that Committee did receive 
sanction from the then Governor of the province, Lord Lytton, and 
yet afterwards it was not put into action? Can he give us any in- 
formation why no action was taken? 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: As far as I 

remember — I am stating this in order to save time, as I must have 
fresh notice of this to enable me to further examine the facte — no 
definite scheme with necessary details was prepared in 1924. 


Distress in Khulna. 

*17. 8rijut NACENDRA NATH 8EN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) aware that 
acute distress prevails in portions of the Khulna district? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Commissioner of the Presidency Division 
made a tour of that tract of the country in May last? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to publish the result 
ol his inspection and the report, if any, submitted by him? 

(<I) What measures do the Government intend to take in the 
matter ? 


MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (the Hon’ble 8ir Nalini Ranjan Chatarji): (<?) There is 
distress in portions of the Katkhira subdivision and a small part of the 
Sadar subdivision. Except among families who have no male members 
it can hurdly be considered acute. The total area affected is 180 out 
of 4,075 squoie miles. 4 

(M Yes. 

(c) and (d) No special report was submitted by the Commissioner. 
At the time of the Commissioner's inspection the District Board had 
already spent Its. 4,000 on road-making in the distressed areas. The 
Commissioner arranged that these works should continue as test works 
is long as people wanted employment. In order to increase the resources 
[>f the Board the augmentation grant was increased by Its. 8,000 and 
Mher ways of helping them are also under consideration. Rupees 
39,500 was issued by Government as Agricultural Loans and Rs. 5,000 
supplemented by private contributions was made available for gratui- 
tous relief. The District Board are also opening poor-houses at two 
'entres. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURIl Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
her be pleased to state whether the amount Rs. 39,500 was granted by 
Government as agricultural loans in the affected area? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Yes. 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state 
whether that sum or any portion of it has been spent in the affected 
area? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Yes, the whole 
amount. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state in detail the areas of the different thanas affected? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I want notice of 
this. 

Dr. J. M. DA8 GUPTA: Has the llon’ble Member any idea regard- 
ing the total number of people affected? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: 1 have no idea. 

Dr. J. M. DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Member kindly state 
if he has any idea of the total number of people who are on one meal 
a day, or one meal every alternate day? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: No 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
date his ideas with regard to the standard of distress 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. Next question 
please. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: On a point of order, Sir, as one of 
the baek-bencheis eager to uphold the dignity of the House, may 1 
know if it is right for you who are equally eager to uphold the dignity 
if the House, to pass on to the next question while a member is still 
standing to put a supplementary question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are making your point quite pungent 
Mr. Roy. You are not supposed to deliver a speech, hut you have to 
date your point as briefly as possible. 
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Mr. KIRAN SAHKAR ROYS As one of the back-benchers eager 
to uphold the dignity of the House and to assit you in upholding the 
dignity of the House, may I know if it is right for you to pass on to the 
next question when members are standing to put supplementary ques- 
tions ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have repeated the same thing. I must 
discourage the idea of any member criticising the decision of the Chair 
in that fashion. When I said that I had gone over to the next 
question the member had no right to put any more supplementary 
questions, and you should not have raised any point of order in connection 
therewith in the manner you have actually done. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANERJEE: On a point of privilege, Sir, 
and as briefly as possible 


Mr. PRESIDENT: There is no such thing in my dictionary as a 
point of privilege. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Point of order is a point of 
privilege. Arc you justified in taking away our right of putting 
supplementary questions by passing on to the next question? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What make- you think like that? I have 
already told you that I had gone on to the next question. I dtue say 
I did that after a reasonable pause. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: It is a question of facts and 
a question of our rights. You will permit me to persist. My point is 
that you can always stop a question being put if it is an abuse of the 
right of putting supplementary questions, but whether it is an abuse 
or not, you cannot determine until the question has been put. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Although I strongly deprecate the idea of 
members criticising rulings given by tbe Chair, I would answer your 
question by putting a question to you myself. Do you honestly 
think that it is possible for me to allow any member to put a supple- 
mentary question when I have gone over to the next question? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Is it not your duty to 
see that members who are anxious to put supplementary questions 
are given an opportunity of doing so? 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS It is my duty to see that every member, who 
seizes his opportunity at the right moment, is able to put supple- 
mentary questions. I have already given my decision, and I think 
that in the present case I was perfectly right in going over to the 
next question. 

Mtulvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. Sir, 
will you kindly enlighten the House what is the period of duration 
which is ordinarily observed after a question has been answered 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That question does not arise. 


Mr. P. C. BA8U: May I know whether the mcmhei who asked the 
original question is not entitled to put a supplementary question? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT : Mr. Busu, you are making a mistake. I never 
said that Mr. Sen was not entitled to put a supplementary question; 
for the matter of that every member is entitled to put supplementary 
questions. You must have seen that I have l»een very, very lenient 
to your side of the House so far as these supplementary questions are 
concerned. (Cries of “Question, question.”) All that I said was that 
I had gone over to the next question, and therefore could not allow 
any more supplementary questions being put. 


Distress within ths Presidency. 

•18. MauJvi KA8IRUDDIN AHAMAD: («) Will the Hon’ hie 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Lund Revenue) be 
pleased to state — 

(i) the names of the places with the approximate number of 

persons within the Presidency that arc already in distress 
and suffering from scarcity or want of food; 

(ii) the steps, if any, taken by the Government to alleviate the 

distress and suffering of the people of those areas; 

(Hi) the amount of money, if any, set apart and the amount already 
spent by the Government for each of these affected areas; 
and 

(iv) whether the Government have ascertained any causes of such 
distress and suffering of the people of these affected area#? 

(b) If any causes have been ascertained, what are they? 


8 
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The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: (a) (i) Paris of 
the districts of Bu*dwan, Birbhum, Bankura, Nadia, Murshidalad, 
Dinajpur, Malda and Khulna have been more or less affected by dis- 
tress. The total population of the areas affected is about 12 lakhs. 

(ii) A reference to the communique issued by Government on 
21st May, 1928, will show what action has been taken by Government. 

Uii) A statement showing the amount sanctioned by Government 
for loans and relief in the districts affected is enclosed. 

(a) (???) and (b) Yes, ride the communique of 21st May, 1928. 


Statement referred to in the replif to clause (a) (???) of starred question 

No. IS. 


Amounts all tted for affected area s since the last winter ( 1927) up to 4th July 1 928. 


— 

Land 
improve- 
ment loans. 

Agricultural 

loans. 

Relief 

works. 

Gratuitous 

relief. 

Burdvran 

Birbhurn 

Bankura 

Nadia 

Murshidabad 

Khulna 

Dinajpur 

Malda 

Rs. 
4(1.000 
0(1,010 
21.290 
7,000 
ft, 400 

12,000 

11,500 

Rs. 

J ,00,000 
1.21.400 
80.000 
00,000 
1,08.840 
54.500 
2,'.7.201 
K7.000 

Rs. 

42.000 

30.000 
0,000 

74,010 

77.000 
1,40,000 

Rs. 

14.000 
. 12,000 

4 4,000 

4.000 
4,000 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state how it is that there is a discrepancy in the 
figures given in reply to this question compared with the reply giv<*n 
in the previous question? In the previous question, it is stated that 
the amount given by Government on agricultural loans was Rs. 39,500 
m Khulna; iti this question, the amount stated against Khulna ’for 
agricultural loans is R s . 54,500. Will the Kemble Member explain 
the discrepancy P 

Th* Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The balance ha* 
been given previously. 

Rai HA*£NDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Previous to whatP 
„ * lr HAUNI RAHJAH CHATARJI: Before there was 
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«Ui HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honhle Mem- 
l«r be pleased to state whether it is a fact that much of the agricul- 
tural loans, stated here to have been given to the other districts, were 
(riven previous to the present scarcity Y 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: In the rase of 
the other districts, there was scarcity some time ago, whereas iu the 
case of Khulna the scarcity developed only recently. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: How is that the whole 
amount of Rs. 54,500 is mentioned as the loan driven for the relief of 
scarcity in Khulna ? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Rs. 5,000 

was given to the l- has mahal tenants in distress, t Cries of “ Hear, 
hear.”) 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Do I understand then 

that the agricultural loans given to hh ns malm! tenants in the other 
districts have been included in these figures* 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: No. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honhle Mem- 
ber he pleased to state why it is thut an exception has been made in 
the case of Khulna? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: In Khulna this 
amount was given because an embankment there gave in; theiefore, 
the money was spent there. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Honhle Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether the khan mahal is within the area 
included in the answer to question IT? Is it a part of the affected 
area? 

Tho Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Yes. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state how it i* that in spite of the fact that Khulna 
people have contributed Rs. 5,000 towards gratuitous relief, Govern- 
ment has not supplemented that relief by any contribution under the 
head “Gratuitous relief.”? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: Government 
will give the necessary relief after the amount is spent. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Mem. 
ber be pleased to state why, in view of the answer given to the first 
part of question 18 , that Khulna is along with the other districts of 
Burdwan, Birbhuni, Bankura, etc., more or less affected by distress, 
no provision for gratuitous relief has been made for the affected areas 
in Khulna? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: It has not been 

asked for by the local officers. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whose duty it is to provide for gratuitous relief? 
Is it the duty of Government or of the local officers? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI : Any grant by 

the Ivocal Government for gratuitous relief is based on a demand by 
the local officers. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be to state whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate of 
Khulna asked for contributions from the public, and in spite of that 
fact he did not ask for any help from Government? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: He has not yet 

asked for gratuitous relief. 

Mr- P- C. BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state, 
so far as Burdwan is concerned, how many persons are affected? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I can’t say 

Mr. P. C. BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
why it is that no gratuitous relief has been sanctioned for Burdwan? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: It was not aske^ 

for by the local officers. 

Mr. P. 0* BA8U: Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state 
whether it is not a fact that the Collector and Commissioner of 
Burdwan are asking for famine relief from everybody, and are not 
asking Government for it? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The answer to 
the first part of the question is in the affirmative; to the second part, 
in the negative. 

8rijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Member 
aware that the steps taken by Government are quite inadequate to meet 
the situation? 
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Th« Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: That is a matter 
of opinion. 

Attiah Forests. 

•19. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) be pleased 
to state the names of the landlords with their respective shares in the 
Attiah paluir of the Tangail subdivision, who agreed to make over the 
forest of the said pahar to the control of the Government ? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE 
(FORESTS) (the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chau- 
dhuri, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari): The names of proprietors with 
their respective shares, who agreed to make over the Attiah Forests 
to Government for management, are given below: — 


Schedule showing the names of proprietors and their respective share 
who hare signed the application to Government for taking over 
the management of Attiah Forests. 

A. g. kr. kt. til. dt. dh 

]. Dacca Nawab Estate 

2. General Manager, K&ratia Ward’s Estate 

3. General Manager, Gayhata Ward’s Estate 

4. Bayed Nawab Nawab Ah Chaudhun 

5. Bayed Nur Ahamed Hoshen Chaudhun 
Bayed Muhammad H ox hen Chaudhun 

6. Babu Surendra Prosad Lahtri Chaudhun 

7. Bayed Khan Chaudhun 

8. Rahimanneaaa Khanum Chaudhurani 

9. Rai Prionath Rov Chaudhun 
Babu Nnpendra Nath Hoy Chaudhun 
Babu .Titendra Nath Rov Chaudhun 

10. Babu Hareridra Kumar Roy Cliaudhuri 
Rai Mohan Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Rebati Mohan Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Nagendra Nath Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Kali Proahanna Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Syma Proahanna Rov Chaudhuri 
Babu Ouro Proahanna Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Hari Proahanna Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Radha Charan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Rama Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Haribaia Nath Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Debendra Nath Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Janaki Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Satyendra Nath Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Promatha Nath Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Brojo Ballav Roy Chaudhun 
Babu Sttsil Kumar Rov Chaudhuri 
Srimati Bhabani Sundari Roy Chaudhurani 
Babu Sorojendra Nath Rov Chaudhun 
Babu Sudhirendra Nath Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Samarendra Nath Roy Cliaudhuri 
Babu Sankat Nath Roy Chaudhuri. represented by 
natural guardian and next fnend mother Maklen 
Pen Chaudhurani by their attorney. 


1 

1 

0 

0 

13 

0 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

} 0 

0 

2 

1 

4* 

0 
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0 

10 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 
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0 

1 

14 

0 

0 


4 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 


0 17 1 1 12 0 0 


Carried over 


10 7 2 1 49 } 0 0 
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A. g. kr. kt. til. dt. dh 
Brought forward 10 7 2 1 49f 0 0 

11. Babu Monindra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Narendra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Sachindra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Akahay Kumar Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Bhupendra Mohan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Apurba Kumar Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Abinash Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Amulya Charan Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Jyotwh Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Hatiah Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Krthitinh Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Surwsh Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Hanah Chandra Roy Chaudhuri, minor represented 

by natural gardian and next friend Umnadini 
Chaudhurani by their attorney Durganath 8aha. 

12. Maulvi Abdur Rahman Chaudhuri 

13. Asia Khatun Chaudhurani .. 0 0 11 12f 0 o 

14. Babu Kamini Kumar Roy Chaudhuri . . "I 

Babu Jashoda Kumar Roy Chaudhuri ..> 0 0 0 0 16J 0 0 

Babu Ananta Kumar Roy Chaudhuri . . J 

15. Maulvi Abdul Haque Khan Chaudhuri 0 1 0 0 11 0 0 

16. Maulvi All Mohommed Khan Chaudhuri 0 5 3 0 0 0 0 

17. Maulvi Ali Mohommed Khan Chaudhuri 0 1 1 0 6 0 0 

16. Babu Jagot Hori Roy Chaudhuri 

Babu Mohendra Kumar Roy Chaudhuri 
Babu Oogendra Chandra Roy Chaudhuri 
19. Babu IVvendra Kumar Roy Chaudhuri 
8rn. Urinda Ranee Chaudhurani 

11 4 0 0 42* 1 35 

Closing of the Courts of the District Magistrate of Bcgra on certain 
occasions. 

•20. Srijut NACENDRA NATH 8EN : (a) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of tlie Department of Kevenue (Land Revenue) aware that 
the District Magistrate of Bogin did not elose his courts and offices 
and the courts ami offices subordinate to him in spite of the receipt 
of Government orders to do so on the following occasions, namely: — 

(i) the death of the Right Ilon'ble Satyendra Prasauna Barofe 
Sinlm of Raipur; and 

(tt) the death of the Hon’ble the Maharaja Eshaunish Chandra 
Ray Bahadur, of Nadia? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have 
taken in the matter? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI s (a) It has been 
ascertained that on both the occasions referred to the District Magis- 
trate of llogra closed the offices and courts immediately on receipt of 
Government orders. 

{b) The question does not arise. 


j- 0 1 2 0 19 0 0 

} 0 1 o 2 0 1 35 
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fHJttt HAGENDRA NATH SENS Is the Hon'ble Member aware 
that the District Magistrate of Bogra came to office on a particular 
day at 5 o'clock in the evening, and not earlier? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: No. 


Sub- inspectors of Schools. 

•21. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (<i) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education W pleased to state the 
principle on which the rate of increment of the salaries of Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools was based when the time-scale of increment was 
introduced in 1921? 

(b) Do the Government intend to revise the present system? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (the 
Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hosain, Khan Bahadur): (a) The time- 
scale of pay with the minimum of Rs. 7~> and the maximum of Rs. 200 
was fixed for Rub- Inspectors of Schools, taking into consideration the 
nature and importance of their duties. The late of annual increment 
of pay in that time-scale was determined in accordance with the usual 
principle in such matters, viz that the maximum pay might ordi- 
narily l>e reached by officers recruited for direct appointment as Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools in such time as to get the full benefit of pav 
at that rate in the matter of pension on retirement, at the age of -V> 
years. 

(*>) No. 


High English School for Girls at Faridpur. 

*22. Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Is the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Department of Education aware that there is a great 
demand for a High English School for Girls at l aridpur? 

(fr) If so, whether the Government intend to raise the existing 
Middle English School for Girls at 1* aiidpui to the status of a High 
School ? 

Tha Hon’ble NAWAB MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

(a) and (b) A projKmal has been leeched by the Director of Public 
Instruction for raising the Faridpur Middle English School for Girls to 
the status of a High English School. The matter is under his con- 
sideration. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister In* 
pleased to state bow long the matter lin« been under consideration? 



120 


QUESTIONS. 


[10th July 


Th 0 Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

have got the file here. (Loud cheers.) The Inspector of Schools sent 
his report to the Director of Public Instruction on the 24th April 
1928, and the Director has replied to that letter on the 12th May 
1928. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when a decision will be come to as a result of this 
consideration? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

cannot say at present. 

3-30 p.m. 


Distress in the Balurghat subdivision. 

*23. Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land 
Revenue) be pleased to lay on the table a statement regarding the dis- 
tress in the Balurghat subdivision in the district of Dinajpur with 
particular reference to the following points: — 

(t) approximate number of the people affected; 

(it) the amount sanctioned by Government for agricultural loans 
and the amount actually disbursed till the end of June, 1928; 
(m) the number of people who have received such loans and the 
terms on which the loans are being given; 

( iv ) whether the loans given are intended to enable the raiyat to 
purchase cattle and seeds and to maintain himself and his 
family ; 

(r) what amount have the Government sanctioned for test relief 
works carried on by the District Board, and what amount 
has been actually advanced up to the end of June; * 

(t»i) what amount has been advanced by Government for gratuitous 
relief and how many people have actually received gratuitous 
relief till the end of June; 

(rii) whether cases of death from starvation have come to the 
notice of Government and, if so, how many; 

(vtii) whether instances of attempts to commit suicide on account 
of pangs of hunger and sales of wife and children have come 
to the notice of the Government ; and 
(w?) whether the Government intend to declare the distress area as 
a famine area? 

(b) If the answer to (a) ( i.r ) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state what are the reasons for not doing so? 
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TIN Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: («) (,) One 

hundred and fifty thousand persons affected. 

<»'*> A sum of Rs. 2,67,201 was sanctioned by Government for agri- 
cultural loan. A sum of Rs. 1,70,892 was actually disbursed up to 
30th June, 1928. 

(iit) Eight thousand five hundred and ninety people received agri- 
cultural loan till the end of June, 1928. The loan was given on joint 
and several liability at 6J per cent., repayable in 2 equal instalments 
on 1st February, 1930, and 1st February, 1931. 

( II’) Loans were given to enable the raiyats to purchase plough 
cattle and seeds and not for maintenance. 

< r) A sum of Rs. 74, 000 was sanctioned by Government for test 
relief works carried out by the District Board. The entire amount 
has been advanced to the District Board. 

(ri) Rupees 4,000 has been sanctioned by Government for gratui- 
tous relief. This was supplemented by public subscriptions amounting 
to Rs. 8,231 which is being utilised in gratuitous relief; 1,244 persona 
actually received gratuitous relief in the week ending 20th June, 
and in the previous week 870. 

(rii and rhi) No such ease has been reported to Government. 
There have, however, been allegations of such occurrences which, on 
enquiries, has been found not to be true. 

(is) No, in the present circumstances. 

(h) The state of things which warrants the declaration of famine 
does not exist, rule section 08, Famine Code. The number of per- 
sons on test works is rapidly decreasing. 

Maulvi KADER BAKSH : Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether the entire amount of Rs. 4,(HI0 sanctioned by Govern- 
ment for gratuitous relief has been spent Y 

The Hon'ble Sir NALINI RAN JAN CHATARJI: 1 do not know. 

Maulvi KADER BAKSH: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
several persons including 3 widows, who were recommended for sucb 
relief by the Circle Officer, were refused by the Subdi visional Officer 
of Balurghat, Mr. Mnllikh 

Tha Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I shall enquire 
into the matter. 

Maulvi KADER BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether the seedling season, i the season for sowing seeds, 
has been over by this time, and will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
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to state whether the entire amount of Es. 2,67,201, sanctioned by 
Government for agricultural loans, has been paid up to the 30th 
June 1928? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdl: The seedling 
season is not yet over, and loans are still being advanced. 

MftUlvi KADER BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that I 
informed the Hon’ble Mr. Prentice, the Hon’ble Member in charge, 
and His Excellency the Governor, that the period of sowing seeds 
would be over by the 80th J une ? 1 f so, was any enquiry made of the 
local officers? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdl: I am not aware 
of it. 

Mttllvi KADER BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state the reasons why the entire amount was not advanced? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 do not allow that question. 

Bftbtl dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With regard to 
answer (ir) viz., that loans were given to enable the raiyats to pur- 
chase plough, cattle and seeds and not for maintenance, is the Hon’ble 
Memlier aware that the amount given out as loans were totally in- 
sufficient to enable the raiyats to purchase plough cattle and seeds? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdl: No. 

Babu dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the lenson why loans were not given for 
maintenance? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdl: That is the prac^- 
tice. 

Bibu dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member lie pleased to state if there is any legal bar to loans being 
given for maintenance? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANdAN CHATARdl: No, but 

Section 41 of the Famine Code does not provide for that. 

Babu dOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With reference 
to answer <cw), that no such case lias been leported to Government, 
will the Hoiflde Member 1*» pleased to state if the Government takes 
notice of newspaper reports regarding deaths from starvation? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With regard to 
my question as to whether it was brought to the notice of Government 
the deaths from starvation, may I know whether the attention of 
Government was drawn to the death report* which appeared in the 
Forward of the 1st June, mentioning: the names and addresses of the 
villagers? 

The Hon'ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI : It is not in 

order for a member to ask a question based on a newspaper report. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I must tell the Hon’ble Member that there is 
no such rule which helps the decision, but it ha* always Wen the prac- 
tice in this House that questions or anything for the mattoi of that 
based on newspaper reports are not to be peunitted. It the Hon’ble 
Member likes, he may not answer thi* question. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Is it not the practice. 
Sir, to allow the framing of questions on newspnpei leport*. if the 
member putting: that question take* personal responsibility tor correct- 
ness? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Quite so, it is permissible when the member 
makes himself responsible tor its accuracy. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With legurd to 
my question whether case* of death from starvation were hi ought to 
the notice of Government, atu I not entitled to know whethei the 
attention of Government was drawn to the deaths from starvation 
published in the newspaper on the 1st of June? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: ft is desirable and a No essential that a memWr 
should verify a report which appeal* in a newspaper hefoie he bases 
his question on it. He must make himself responsible for its accuracy. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI 5 Am I entitled 
to have that information from Government? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your question? 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Mv question is 
whether the cases of deaths reported in the A onrard of 1st dune were 
noticed by Government. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Do you take personal responsibility tor the 
correctness of the report ? 
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Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: I do. 

BabU JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: The question is, whether 
the attention of Government has been drawn to the newspaper report? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Member may answer Mr. Chakra- 
varti’s question if he likes? 

Tha Hon r bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The attention 
of Government was drawn to most of the reports which appeared in 
the newspapers, but I cannot say whether the attention of Govern- 
ment was drawn to this particular report. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: May I further 
inquire as to how many cases of allegations of death from starvation 
have been found to l>e untrue? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I doubt if the question is reasonable, for the 
simple reason that it is, perhaps, impossible for the Hon’ble Member 
to give offhand, the exact number of such cases. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state who made these inquiries? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question is reasonable and relevant. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The local officers. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Did the Collec- 
tor make the inquiries, or anybody else? 

Thf Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I cannot say. . 

tabu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: May I know 

what the result of the inquiry was? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: If I can get the 

particulars, I can give the answers. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state what number out of these 150,000 people, who were really needy, 
received the agricultural loan? 

Tho Hon’bla Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I cannot possibly 
say. I have already stated in my answer the number 8,590. 



QUESTIONS. 


128 


Df« J. M. DAS CUPTAs Will the Hon’ble Member kindly state 
how is it that if only about 8,000 people received agricultural loan, 
out of a total number of 150,000, the rest received any help? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The number 
8,590 represents not individuals but families. 

Dr. «l. II. DAS CUPTAs Will the Hon'hie Member be pleased to 
state how many members go to make a family P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question. 

Matllvi ABDUL KARIM. Will the Hon’hie Member he pleased to 
state whether the decrease in the number of persons employed on test 
works is due to the fact that there has l>een decrease in distress, or 
that the people are getting too exhausted to l»e able to do any work? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: The people are 
now engaged on cultivation. 


Crop prospects in certain parts of Khulna. 

*24. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Is the Rou ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) aware 
that there is a portion of the Khulna district (Satkhira and portion of 
the Sadar subdivision) which was described in Khulna Collector 
Mr. Vincent’s Famine Report of 1897 as a “ permanent famine area P” 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that irrigation of this portion 
has been rendered impossible owing to the silting up of the Mntha- 
bhanga at the place where it takes off from the (hinges P 

{<•) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that owing to this fact the 
Kobadak and the Betua rivers are not supplied with any fresh sweet 
water of the Ganges? 

( d ) Is it a fact that this causes the inrush of the salt water, making 
cultivation impossible in the “ famine area”? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: (a) This jHirtion 
of the district is not described as a permanent famine area in 
Mr. Vincent’s report. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) It is understood that if there is plenty of rain in June and 
July, the salt is washed out of the soil, and provided there are sufficient 
embankments and sluices, the prosjiect of good crops is not hopeless in 
any area. 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: What particular area has 
been described by Mr. Vincent as a permanent famine area in Khulna? 

The Hon’ble 9ir NAL1NI RANJAN CHATARJI: The Hon’ble 
Member is referred to the report. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I submit, Sir, that the 
reply is not in order. The question was whether the area comes within 
the area described by Mr. Vincent as the permanent famine area. 
Government has avoided answering it by saying that it is included. 
I ask whether the Hon’ble Member in charge has any idea of the area 
or not? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I cannot say. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to (d) 
will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state when is the proper sowing 
season ? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I understand 
that transplantation goes on up to July. 


Unstarred Questions 

(answers to which were laid on the table). 

D6tenu Kiran Chandra Das. 

19. Babu 9U REN DR A NATH BI9WA9: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state the 
date on which externee Srijut Kiran Chandra Das was taken under 
custody and the period of his detention in jails and externment? 

(ft) Is it not a fact that Srijut Kiran Chandra Das petitioned the 
Governor for increasing his allowance, but his prayer was rejected? * 

(c) Ih it a fact that in October, 1927, externee Srijut Kiran Chandra 
Das was attacked with high fever? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that he had to pay about Rs. 50 
for medical expenses? 

(e) Is it not a fact that he had applied for the amount which the 
Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Intelligence Branch, Criminal 
Investigation Department, Bengal, refused? 

(/) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reason? 

MEMBER In charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) He was arrested on March 11th, 1927. 
He was in jail for 28 days and has been externed for about 8 months. 
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(c) The detenu, according to the statement of his uncle, suffered 
in October, 1927, from a mild type of influenza. 

(</) In an application for the payment of medical expenses, it wa& 
stated that the detenu had been visited by a doctor three times and 
that some exj)enditure had been incurred for medicines. 

(e) and (/) The application was rejected, as the monthly allowance 
l>aid to him together with a lump sum given him on externment were 
considered sufficient to cover these expenses. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: With reference to answer (c) and 
(/), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what the lump sum 
was? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (love rnment are not 
prepared to give any information regarding the amount of allow antes. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: Will the ITon’ble Member be 
pleased to state what the monthly allowance is? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Government have always 
refused to make such statements. 

Mr. KIR AN SANKAR ROY: Is that also kept secret from the 
detenus themselves? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: May I ask why the Hon’bl# 

Member is not prepared to make the statement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Government are of opinion 
that * the amount of allowance is a matter which concerns only the 
detenu and his family, and is not a matter of public interest. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: May I ask whether the detenu 
in question is going to be released shortly ? 

Tht Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am afraid I cannot say. 


Dttenu Romesh Chandra Acharyya. 

20. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Mem* 
ber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state— - 

(a) the date of arrest of Srijut Romesh Chandra Acharyya; 

(b) the place in which he is now interned ; 
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(c) whether it is a fact that he has been suffering from malarial 

fever ; 

(d) whether the place where he is now domiciled is malarious; 

and 

( e ) whether the Government intend to release him immediately? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) 31st March, 1925. 

( b ) At his home. 

(c) Yes; it was reported that he was suffering from malaria from 
the 15th to 20th November, 1927, but that since then his health has 
been good. 

(d) Government have no information. 

(e) No. 


Monthly allowances of (tetanus. 

21. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(o) who are the detenus whose monthly allowances have been 
withheld as soon as the externment orders served on them 
had been withdrawn; 

(b) whether in their present financial state it is impossible for 

them to settle in life if their monthly allowances are 
withheld ; 

(c) whether a monthly allowance is being provided to some detenus 

under conditional release while it is being withheld in some 
other cases; 

(d) whether it is the duty of the Government to supply the neces- 

sary expenses of the detenus after their release for such time 
as they may reasonably take to settle in life; and 

(e) if so, why the supply of necessary allowance has been withheld 

in their cases? 

The Honftto Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) Government are not 
prepared to supply this information. 

(6) In all cases where Government are satisfied that the temporary 
continuance of a monthly allowance is desirable, a temporary allow- 
ance is sanctioned. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No. The responsibility of Government in the matter of allow- 
ances is limited to cases covered by section 21, Bengal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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Miami Bhuptfidra Kumar Dutta. 

K* Df« KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state whether— 

(a) Bhupendra Kumar Ihtfta, of Thakurpur. district Jessore, had 

been arrested on the 25th September. 11*2; 1, under ojieration 
of Bengal Regulation III of ISIS and was thereafter detained 
under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance: 

( b ) he is now domiciled at home in Thakurpur; and 

{c) the Government intend to release him immediately? 

The Hen’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: («) Yes. 

(b) and (c) No. He has already l>een released subject to certain 
conditions specified under section 11(7) in), </>) and (r) of the Act. 


Irrigation of Bengal. 

23. Sri jut JOCENDRA NATH MOITRA: <*) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation been 
drawn to the lecture delivered by Sir William Willcocks on the 
6th March last on the Restoration of Am ietit Iirigation of Bengal? 

(5) If so, will the Ilon’ble Member bo pleased to state whether thy 
Government propose to take an\ action on the basis of those remarks? 

(r) If not, why not? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (tha 
Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8aiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanbari): (a) Yes. 

(b) Government have continuously under consideration the question 
of the irrigation of Bengal, and Sir William Willcocks* proposals have 
uo»t been ignored. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether the scheme, known as the Grand Trunk Canal, is still under the 
consideration of Government? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: (The Ilon ble Member’s 
reply was not heard at the rejwrters’ table.) 


0 
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Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: With reference to answer 

(h), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken in view of Sir Willcocks proposals? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: It is under the consideration 

of Government. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I ask whether the 

Hon’ble Member is prepared to make a statement on the irrigation 
policy of the Government of Bengal as a result of the consideration 
of Sir Willcock’s speech? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Not lit present. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I ask of the Hon’ble 
Member in ( barge of the Irrigation jiortfolio as to whether he is at all 
prepared and, if so, when? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 

CHAUDHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I have already said that it 
is under the consideration of Government. 

Mr. «J. M. 8EN GUPTA: May I rise to a point of order? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Bose stood up before you and caught my 
eye. He is in possession of the House, and you cannot rise to a point 
of order until 1 hear Mr. Bose. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, I give up my claim tor my 
leader. 

Mr. d« M. SEN GUPTA: My submission is this.: After the unstarred 
question 20, the Secretary has not given that amount of time between 
two question* which is required under the rules. I ask you for a rule 
on this? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Could you jioiiit out any rule under which any 
time is specified? 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: A reasonable time is specified under the 
rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It does not certainly take one very long to rise 
in his seat and put a question. 
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lifa <J« Mi SEN GUPTA 5, My complaint is that the Secretary did not 
wait a reasonable time before putting the next question* 

Hr* SUBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: I still claim my right to put a 
supplementary question on unstarred question 20. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. That question is long past. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: After the Secretary goes on racing 
in this fashion, it is impossible for us to put any supplementary question. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Secretary was stopped when he was putting 2d. 
You may ask supplementary questions on 2d, 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA BOSE: As a protest against your ruling, 
I decline to put any question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Next quest ion. 


Tube-well in DAk Bungalow compound at Bogra. 

24. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURIt 

(o) Will the Ilon’blc Minister in charge of the Department oi Public 
Woiks be pleased to state the cost incurred by the Government in sink* 
ing the big tube-well at Bogra in the Dak Bungalow compound? 

(b) Why was it sunk ? 

(c) Is it in working order? 

(</) If the answer to (r) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ bio 
Minister be pleased to state why is it lying idle? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS (the 
Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Rupees 12,802-0. 

(b) It was sunk W’ith the idea of utilising it as the source of water 
in any water-works scheme that the Bogra Municipality might in future 
undertake in the municipal area. 

(c) It has never been worked since it was sunk, but there is no 
reason to apprehend that it is not in workable order. 

( d ) Because there are no water-works yet in connection with which 
it could be used. 


Bogra Water-Supply Schama. 

28. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUOHURIf 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of Local 
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Self-Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Govern- 
ment sunk the hi# tube-well at Bogra in the Dak Bungalow compound 
for opening a water-works? 

(b) What will be the total cost of the scheme? 

(c) What amount did the Government, Bogra Municipality and 
Bogra District Board, respectively, promise to advance? 

(d) Is there any chance of taking up the work in hand during the 
current year? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (the Hon’ble Sir Provash Chunder Mitter): (a) Yes, 
a tube-well was sunk in the Dak Bungalow’ compound at Bogra. This, 
like certain tube-wells in other places, was sunk to test the possibility 
of a regular water-supply scheme. 

(6) Tw’o schemes have been prepared. The cost of the initial 
scheme is estimated at Its. 98,700 and that of the complete scheme 
Its. 1,30,500. 

(c) Neither of these schemes has been submitted to Government, nor 
have proposals been submitted for financing either of them. Govern- 
ment have no information on this point. 

(d) No; as proj>osal.s have not yet been received from the 
Municipality. 


Firearms licences. 

26. Mr. 8YED MD. ATIQULLAH: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the names and addresses of — 

(i) the persons who applied for firearms licences from 1st April to 
1st June 1928; * 

(u) the persons to whom licences have been granted; 

(iti) the persons to whom licences have been refused; 

(tr) the persons whose cases are still under consideration; and 
(r) the qualifications of all the applicants? 

{b) How many applicants have paid income-tax jprior to their 
applications, and what is the amount of income-tax paid by each of 
them? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. 
W. O. R. Prentice): [a) and (b) Government are not in possession of 
the detailed information required to enable them to answer the question. 
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l#f» SYEO MO, ATIQULLAH: May I ask whether the Hon’ble 
Member made an attempt to obtain the information required by him P" 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 


D6tenu 8ri jut Kiran Chandra Mukharji. 

27. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CH08E: Will the llonblo 
Member in charge of the Political Department Im* pleased to stute — 

(a) whether representation has been made to the Government that 

living at Vizagapatnm is very expensive and a sick detenu 
cannot maintain himself there on an allowance less than 
Its. 150 per month ; 

(b) whether the Government propose to reconsider the case of the 

increment of allowance of sick detenus cxterned at 
Vizagapatnm ; 

(c) whether Srijut Kiran rhandra Mukharji is now cxterned at 

Vizagapatnm in the Presidency of Madras; 

(d) whether it is a fact that in addition to paralysis, Kiran Babu 

has hiemoptysis with attendant low fever; 

(c) whether it is a fact that ho applied to the Government of 
Bengal for leave to come over to Bengal in order to have 
proper medical examination and treatment which is not 
available at Vizagapatnm ; and 

(/) whether the Government propose to allow him to come to 
Bengal for this purpose? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. R. D. PRENTICE: (a) Yes 

(b) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) He has suffered from paralysis of the left arm since childhood. 
No report has been received that he i*s suffering from htemoptysift. 

(e) Yes. 
if) No. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: With reference to <M, will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleaded to state why thin increment «a» refused? 


Thl Hon’bt. Mr. W. 0. R. PRENTICE: Because everythin* rele- 
vant had been. considered when the allowance was originally granted. 
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JMr« KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYS How was it considered? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It was considered what 
amount was required to live reasonably and decently. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: With regard to answer (a), the 
Hon’ble Member has stated that the allowance is Rs. 150 a month. 
How does he reconcile it with the statement of policy. 

The Hon’bl® Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I would like to explain 
that when these answers were prepared, I was new to the job of answer- 
ing these questions. Drafts were put up and, in order not to delay them, 
I passed some of them, but 1 also culled for previous papers in order to 
see what the policy of Government wa» in answering these questions, 
and my statement of policy is the result of the examination of prece- 
dents. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: With reference to (//), may I know 
whether he is still having low fever? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: 1 cannot say. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: l)o I take it that the answer includes 
the latter part of the question also? 

Th® Hon’ble M<r. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There is only one question 
you have asked, “ whether it is a fact,” and the answer is, “ it is a fact.” 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: The question was whether proper facil- 
ities were not available at Vizagapatam, and the Government answer 
is “Yes.” What does that mean? ■ 

Th® HoffM® Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: There are facilities for 
medical examination in numerous places outside Bengal. 


Juvenile Court. 

28. Mr. F. E. JAMES: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Judicial Department be pleased to state whether he is aware 
that although the Bengal Children’s Act was passed in 1922, no Juvenile 
Court has yet been constituted under section 37 of that Act? 

(b) What is the reason for this delay, or what obstacles are in 
.the way of the establishment of such a Court? 
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(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware of the necessity for a properly 
constituted Court presided over by a stipendiary Magistrate with experi- 
ence in the treatment of juvenile offenders and assisted by a woman 
Magistrate ? 

( d ) Will the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state whether steps 
will be taken at an early date to bring section 87 of the Bengal 
Children’s Act in force? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the HonWe 

Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) This is not correct. A Juvenile Court has 
been established under section 87, Bengal Children's Act, for each of 
the areas in which the Act is in force, except Calcutta, where a Court 
for the trial of juvenile offenders was established in 1914. The question 
of establishing a larger Court under section 87, Bengal Children’s Act, 
m Calcutta is under consideration. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 

(d) Section 87, Bengal Children's Act, is in force in the areas speci- 
fied in the Notification No. 5850 J., dated 28rd June, 1927. (Copy of 
the Notification is placed on the table.) 


Notification referred to in the re/di/ to clause id) of unstarred 
question No. 2X. 

No. 5S30J . — The 23rd June, 1U27 In exercise of the jmwer* con- 
ferred by sub-section (2) of section 1 and sub-section (7) of section 27 
of the Bengal Children's Act, 1922 (Bengal Act 11 of 1922), the Gover- 
nor in Council is pleased to declare that the provision of the said Act, 
with the exception of the following sections, shall come into force in 
the town of Calcutta, the municipality of Howrah and the police- 
stations of Bally, Jagacha, Sankrail and Doinjur in the district of 
Howrah, with effect from the 1st July, 192*, namely: Section 27 (/) 
(i) (ii) (Hi) (a) (h) (c) (d) (e) and </>. Section 27 ( 2 ) (a) (h) (c) (d) 
and (/). Section 28 (2) (3) <■/>. Sections 29 and 80. 

2. Notifications Nos 7429J., dated the 28th November, 1928, 
2494 J., dated the 27th March. 1925, 4024J., dated the 17th June, 1925, 
4412J. dated the 25th June, 1920, 5174J., dated the 28th July, 1920, 
and 415J. and 416J„ dated the 17th January, 1927, are hereby cancelled. 

Mr. F. E. JAMES: Is the Uon’ble Member aware that the Court of 
Juvenile Offenders established in 1914 is not the same either in inten- 
tion or procedure as the Court contemplates under section 87 of the 
Bengal Children’s Act? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICES I am afraid I do not quite 
understand what difference the hon’ble member is referring to. Under 
the rules, every Court established in 1914 follows a procedure very 
similar to those provided under the Children’s Act for the Children’* 
Court. 


Mr. F. E. JAME8: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that actually there 
are considerable differences in these rules, and that no Court which is 
not established under the rules similar to those laid down in the 
Children’s Act can be called adequately to deal with the juvenile 
offenders? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I am not aware what 
difference the hon’ble member is referring to. I will discuss with him 
the whole question later on, if he wishes to do so. We shall then 
consider whether it is necessary to issue a revised Notification for 
Calcutta. 


Alleged acquisition of certain >f debutter ” lands in matua 
Konnagar, Chatal. 

29. Babu MAHENDRA NATH MAITI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether the Government intend to acquire the debutter 
homestead lands of several Brahmin families in mauza Konnagar 
within the town of Gluital on t he western bank of the river Silabati in 
the district of Midnapore for the purpose of constructing office build- 
ings and family quarters for the officers of the Departments of Public 
Works and Irrigation? 

(b) If th<* answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blh 
Member be pleased to state whether he is aware that — 

(i) these Brahmin families have been residing there for several 
generations ; 

(u) their homesteads contain temples of family idols which they 
worship from generation to generation; and 

{Hi) this proposal is likely to entail great hardship on these poor 
people and wound their religious feelings? 

(c) Will the Hon’ lie Member be pleased to .state whether in the 
cases of acquisition of lands, do the Government intend to exclude the 
temples of family idols? 
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(d) Has the Hon’ble Member received any memorial from the 
persons who will be prejudicially affected by such acquisition as also 
from the general public of the Ohatal town protesting against this 
proposal ? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of abandoning 
the idea of acquiring these lands and securing other lands if at all 
necessary ? 

Tht Hon’ble 8ir N ALIN I RANdAN CHATARJI : (a) No. 

(6) to (e) Do not arise. 


Korotoya River. 

30. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HAFIZAR RAHMAN CHAUDHURI I 

ia) Will the Hon’ble Member in ( barge of tbe Department of Irrigation 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the health of (he district of 
Bogra has greatly suffered and deteriorated owing to the silting up of 
the river Korotoya? 

(b) Is it a fact that the river Danguli is not fed by the waters of 
the river Kata Khali but by the Brahmaputra (dumnn) through the 
river Balai? 

(o) Is it a fact that the Government apprehends that tin* excavation 
of the river Kata Khali will injure the current ol the Bungali river? 

{d) Has there been any proj>er inquiry into the matter? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
a copy of the report of the inquiry? 

(/) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to excavate the 
silted bed of the river Korotoya at Kata Khali? 

Thi Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, Of Ohanbari: o?) Government is not aware that the 
health of the district of Bogra has greatly suffered and deteriorated 
owing to the silting up of the river Korotoya. 

(b) No. The river Bengali is fed mainly by the river Kata Khali. 

(c) No. The Kata Khali is a living river (though its discharge 
is less than formerly), and its excavation is not necessary. 

(d) There has Wen a preliminary enquiry. 

{ e ) A copy of the report on the preliminary enquiry is laid on the 
table. 

if) No. ^ 
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Report referred to in the reply to clause (e) of unstarred question 
No. 30. 

Dated Julpaiguri, the 18th June, 1925. 

From — Rai Sahib J. N. Roy, Executive Engineer, Jalpaiguri 
Division, 

To — The Chief Engineer, Bengal, Irrigation Department. 

With reference to your No. 1428 1, dated the 18th April, 1925, 
I have the honour to report for your information as follows: — 

(a) What the effect of opening the mouth of Kata Khali would be? 
The mouth of Kata Khali is already open and I presume the opening 
of the Korotoya at its junction with Kata Khali is meant. The effect 
will probably be that the bed of the Korotoya will again silt up, unless 
by throwing a dam across the Kata Khali, the water from the upper 
portion of Korotoya is diverted and forced into the Korot. 

(h) The old bed of the Korotoya has died since the Korotoya broke 
into the Bengali river. The Kata Khali is not at all silting up and 
there are absolutely no signs to show that the Korotoya is trying to 
get back its own channel. 

(c) The mouth of the Kata Khali is quite oj>en — and there is no need 
to dredge either the Kata Khali or the Bengali river. The channel is 
now flowing through Kata Khali and Bengali rivers. It is useless 
to dredge the silted up portion of the Korotoya near its junction with 
Kata Khali without having a proper channel below. In the absence 
of levels, it is not possible to estimate the amount of dredging that 
may 1 h‘ necessary. 

For the first eight miles of the Koiotoya from its junction w f ith the 
Kata Khali, practically a new channel will have to be opened up and 
for the remaining length, an average depth of 8 feet of dredging will 
be necessary, and the probable exj>enditure will be Us. 4,00,000. 

In order to come to a definite conclusion as to whether dredging 
will be effective and the extent of dredging that may be required, 
■a survey and sections of the whole length of the Korotoya, Kata Khali 
und Bengali rivers will be necessary and also complete set of gauge 
readings of the Brahmaputra river. 

General Rej>ort. — The portion of the Korotoya river lying between 
Oovindaganj in the Rangpur district and Sherpur in the Bogra district 
is lying silted up for a long time; this silting up is mainly due to the 
diversion of the water of the upper portion of the Korotoya river 
through Kata Khali into the Bangali river. The Kata Khali and 
Bangali rivers, which have now practically become one river, carry 
large volumes of water and is navigable throughout the year. At 
present the minimum depth of water in the Kata Khali near its junction 
with Korotoya is 2 feet. The Kata Khali as it proceeds downwards 





becomes deeper and near its junction with the Bangali river the 
minimum depth is 5 feet and in places it is as deep as 15 feet. The 
upper end of the Korotoya from its junction with the Kata Khali down 
to Govindaganj is absolutely dry, and the bed has completely silted 
up and in places it is about a couple of feet deeper only than the 
surrounding country level. Below Govindaganj a little water tickle 
along the bed slowly. During the ordinary flood no water enters the 
lower end of Korotova at A from the upper end. It is during high 
flood that the surplus water of Kata Khali overflowing its hanks paSvSes 
into the silted up bed of the Korotoya river at A. At Khanpur, tho 
two rivers, Korotoya and Bangali, meet again and the combined water 
forms the Fuljhore which is a big navigable river throughout the year. 


Search of the premises of tho Brahmanbaria Chittaranjan Jatiya 

Prathisthan. 

31. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA; (a) Will the IWhle 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in May last there was a search and raid by 
the police in the premises of the Brahmanbaria Chittaranjan Jatiya 
Prathisthan, but nothing incriminating was found? 

{b) Is it a fact that the police took away the minute hook of the 
Prathisthan and some letters of the local Congress Committee? 

(c) Is the Hon’hlc Member aware that in the afternoon of the 
11th May last, some live cartridges were found by the members of the 
said Prathisthan in an almirah of their library? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the memljers kept watch 
the whole night and noticed policemen loitering about in the vicinity 
of the Prathisthan? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that information about the find 
was sent to the Suhdivisional Officer of Brahmanbaria who sent a 
Police Officer to whom the cartridges were made over by Srijut Lalit 
Chandra Barman, Principal of the institution? 

(f) Has any inquiry been made by Government into the matter of 
the cartridges found in the almirah and, if so, with what result? 

The Hon'ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: (a) No, but the premises 
were searched on the 22nd April in the course of the investigation of a 
dacoity case. Government are inquiring whether anything incriminat- 
ing was found, and will inform the Member of the result. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yetf. ~ 
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(d) Government do not know how the members spent the night. 
No policemen loitered in the vicinity during the night. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) An inquiry has been made, but so far there has been no result. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether he asked for a report of the facts after notice 
of this question? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I have aRked for a report, 

and the report has not yet come. We have got information by tele- 
gram regarding certain details. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: With regard to [b), has the 
Hon’ble Member made any enquiry whether there was any justification 
for the seizure of letters and minutes of the Congress Committee and of 
the Prathisthan in the course of investigation for a daeoity case? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to make an enquiry into the matter? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: It the hon’ble member 
puts down a question, I shall. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Then I am giving notice, if the 
Hon’ble Member is prepared to answer the question now, whether 
Government consider that the documents of the Congress Committee 
are as much liable to W seized as the booty of daeoity? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: I suggest, it is a matter of t 
opinion. 

4 p.m. 

Rat HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order: 
Babu Akhil Chandra I)atta was putting a supplementary question, and 
he was on hi* legs, when the Secretary passed on to the next question. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will you please issue instruc- 
tions to the Secretary not to go so fast, as this makes it impossible for 
members to ask supplementary questions? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you are right in making that 
accusation. Will you please put your question now? 
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Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs In view of the universal com- 
plaint in this matter, I hope Mr. President, you will give us sufficiently 
reasonable time for supplementary questions in future? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not remind me of my duty. I know 
it sufficiently well. Will you please put your question? 

Babtt AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to issue instructions to the police not to seize Congress office 
documents in future merely because they are the papers of the Congress 
Committee? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: No sm •h instructions will 
be issued. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Thank you. With regard to 
(/), who has made the enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The local officers. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Datta you are moving very fast. The 
procedure is that when a member wants to put a supplementary ques- 
tion, he must catch my eye, and when his name is called out, he is to 
put the question. The Hon’ble Member for Government will then rise, 
after giving me sufficient time to disallow the question if I choose to do 
so. 


Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Y ou have now brought a 
counter-charge against the members. (Laughter.) My question was as 
to whether the inquiry was made by the Subdivisional Officer, the 
Circle Officer or the Sub-Inspector of Police. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: The District Police. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: May I enquire if the police 
officer was the Superintendent of Police, a head-constable or a 
chaukidar? 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: He was the investigating 
officer, but which officer it was I cannot say. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Is the II on 'hie Member aware 
that on the day following the day on which these bombs were found, 
there was a public meeting held at Bralmianharia ? 

(No reply.) 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I may point out to the members that the first 
hour available for question is over. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: May I inquire if a note has been 
taken of the questions that have not been answered at to-day's meeting? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes. 


Point of order. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E: May I inquire if the matter 
to be discussed at to-morrow’s meeting would be a resolution or a motion 
for adjournment of the business of the House? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. An additional day has been granted by His 
Excellency for the discussion of the motion for adjournment. If any 
business is left unfinished to-day, it will be carried over to-morrow. In 
any case, I will give two hours for the discussion of the motion for 
adjournment. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : If the discussion of the 
present resolution be finished to-night, how then can we take up the 
motion for adjournment to-morrow? How will that be regular? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It will be quite possible, but I may permit you 
ho move the motion to-day, if you like. It all depends on whether the 
intending mover wants to do so to-day. If he does, I will give him my 
rritten consent to-day and take up the motion to-morrow. The next 
lay has already been fixed for the discussion of the motion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: It is proper only after the ! 
questions are finished. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: llut should you be in such a hurry? To-morrow, 
.here must l>e, in any case, questions. If you rise and catch my eye 
ifter the questions are finished, I will give you leave to move the 
notion. It is not necessary for you to rise to-day. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order. 
The point is that the motion is under a particular section. That parti- 
‘ular section provides for the adjournment of the business of the House, 
[f there be no business to-morrow — if the business be finished to-night — 
low will the motion for the adjournment of the business of the House 
>e regular to-morrow F 
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Hr. PRESIDENT: I cannot understand why it cannot be. An 
additional day has been granted by His Excellency for a special purpose,, 
and the Council will, as a matter of course, sit to-morrow. The outstand- 
ing questions will provide the link. 


fftai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : That does not mean that 
there will !>e business to-morrow. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Up to now we have no reason to apprehend that 
there will be no business to-morrow. There must be questions, at any 
rate, as I have repeatedly said. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Our point of order is 
absolutely different. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: If it was your intention to move the motion of 
adjournment to-day, you should have handed over to me my written 
consent after question time. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: My point of order it* 
this; The member has asked for the adjournment of the business of 
the House. The section also provides tor that. 1 submit that if the 
bu sine^ be over to-night, then there will be no business left for 
to-morrow, and in that case that motion cannot be taken up to-morrow. 
Under that section, the motion would be irregular. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What 1 want to point out is this: A representa- 
tion was made to me yesterday tor u special day for a definite purpose, 
which I forwarded to His Excellency the (Governor, and a day has been 
granted tor the discussion of that matter, so there in no difficulty whatso- 
ever. Business or no business, the motion will produce the desired 
effect whenever carried. But if you intended to move the motion to- 
day, you should have handed over to me my written consent before 
question time, as provided bv the rules. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: No, the motion must be 
made immediately after the questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That was a mistake. Yes, that must he made 
alter the questions are finished. 


Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I submit that the best plan would 
be for the member to ask for leave now, and then you can mention a 
date and hour. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: But you have not got my written consettt to 
move the motion. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Ye*, he has got it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Cbatterjee, will you please read it out? 


Motion for adjournment of the business of the Council. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I am reading a letter I 
have received from the Legislative Department: — 

“ In modification of previous letter No. Idol, dated the 9th July, 
1928, I am directed to state for your information that the Ilon’ble the 
President will consent to the moving of your motion on Wednesday, 
the 11th instant, provided His Excellency the Governor is pleased to 
fix that day for a meeting of the Council. (Sd.) J. Bartley.” 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That was subject to the approval of His 
Excellency, but T think it is essential that my written consent (I mean 
the final one* should have been taken from me after His Excellency had 
given his consent. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I submit that that is a very 
formal matter The besH way to solve the difficulty would be for him 
to ask for leave under section SI now. 

8ri)ut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: Under rule 81 of the 
Government of' India Act, I ask for leave to move a motion for the 
adjournment of the business of the Council for the purpose of discussing 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the serious 
situation that has arisen in the country on account of the attitude of 
the Government and the inadequate measures taken by the Government 
for the relief of the distressed people of this province. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou cannot move till you have got my written 
-consent in the final form. Pass over to me the Secretary’s letter, please. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I have also received a letter consenting 
to the moving of a similar motion. If my friend is fciven permission 
to move his motion, I want to make a similar prayer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You will he entitled to speak. 

4-15 p.m. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Chatterjee has now got my formal consent. 
He must now have the leave of the House to move his motion for 
adjournment. Let me read it out to the members: — 

“ tinder section 81 of the rules under the Government of India Act, 
I ask for leave to more a motion for adjournment of the business of 
the Council for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the serious situation that has arisen out of 
the inadequacy of the Wteps taken by Government for the relief of the 
distressed people in some districts of Bengal.” 

Has the member the leave of the House to move that motion 
to-morrow ? 

(The members here r.*se in their seats, and a count was being 
taken ). 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: ( )n a point of procedure : Sir, may I 
draw your attention to the fact that no objection has been taken. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou are light, Mr. Marr. It is not necessary 
for the members to rise, as no objection has been taken. I fixed 
-3 o’clock to-morrow for discussion of the motion. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order: 
Sir, I submit with full respect to your decision, that it will be irregular 
to fix to-morrow for this disrussion, because section 81 runs thus: — 

“ Leave to move a motion for the adjournment of the business of the 
Council for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public 
importance murt be asked for after questions' and before the list of 
business for the day is entered upon.” 

The rule says, “ an adjournment of the business of the Council,” 
not “ an adjournment of fhe House.” The “ adjournment of the House ** 
is an expression used in other Legislative Assembly, but that is not 
the rule here. My point is that simply because a date has been fixed 
for meeting to-morrow, the motion for an adjournment of the business 
of the Council cannot lie discussed to-morrow. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I quite understand your point; but you will 
remember that I created a precedent, in this House, some time ago 
when Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, or Maulvi Abul Kasern, I do not now exactly 
remember who it was, moved a motion for adjournment, to discuss the 
Kulkati situation, by putting of the motion to be discussed on a subse- 
quent day, as it did not appear to me that such a postponement would 
be prejudicial to the cause itself. It will produce the intended effect 

10 
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whenever carried. Members on this side of the House cannot forget 
that they gave me a definite undertaking that the present motion 
would be brought to-morrow. Members cannot deny that a special 
request was made to me to give my written consent to-day, although 
the matter would be discussed to-morrow. I granted compliance to 
that request in good faith, and it is, I think, not proper for you to 
raise a point of order only to create difficulty. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I am &rry to put you in 

any difficulty, but the rules are there, and that is how I have interpreted 
them. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: There is really no conclusion — an hour means a 
day and a day means an houi. I fix to-morrow for the discussion of 
this matter. That is my ruling, 

Bftbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: I am partially responsible 
for fixing to-morrow for this discussion. I may say there is really no 
substance 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Is it a personal explanation, or a point of 
order? What are you responsible for? You have done no wrong and, 
perhaps, there is no need for you to give any explanation. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: On a point of order, Sir, I 
may say that there is no substance in the objection. The expression 
“ adjournment of the business of the Council ” is a mere form of words 
for “ an adjournment of the House ” simply to raise a discussion. Con- 
sequently, you would be perfectly justified in allowing an adjournment 
of the House in order to permit this discussion to-morrow. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y ou are very reasonable indeed. 

4-30 p.m. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest). 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I was referring 
ye^erday to the fact that we were goitfg to have our Committee which 
would assist the Commission in its labours, not because it is a question 
of co-operation with the Commission or non-co-operation with the Com- 
mission, but because it is a machinery set up by Parliament, and my 
friends will not deny that it is a machinery acknowledged by all sec- 
tions and all parties in this country. Mr. Guha referred to a question 
to-day, which might very well be brought before the Simon Commission* 
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IWe k whisper abroad that it is the earnest desire of everybody in 
authority to revive the Grand Trunk Canal Project, in spite of the very 
definite declaration in this House to the contrary. Sir, it must be 
admitted that Parliament set up the present constitution, and that 
constitution has been accepted, whether satisfactory or not ; therefore, 
I and every member of the House, whether belonging to the co-operating 
or non-co-operating side of the House, have come here to work it. I 
have no quarrel with the Swarajist views; they belong to 
a school of thought in this country who think that they can 
achieve much progress by simply putting pressure on Government and 
following a path of obstruction, without accepting office. We only 
hope that they will not question our action when, in the circumstances-, 
we take advantage of the present constitution and work it ns well ae we 
can, so that we may obtain something better in the interests of our 
country. Take the case of the water-supply. Suppose the Minister 
says he is giving so much money for the water-supply. Is it open to 
us to reject it, simply because we do not accept the personnel of the 
Ministry? Sir, one word I must «ay. I do not agree with my friend 
Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul Huq who says, it would not have Wn 
possible to find one man to be a proper representative of all shades of 
opinion in this* country to sit on the Simon Commission. I do not 
agree with him that full self-govenment can only be achieved after all 
our conflict* of interests have been settled. Every free country has 
its conflicting interests. But with all this and in spite of the very 
unsatisfactory nature of the Simon Com mission, and in spite of the 
greatest wrong that has been done to India, I still think that this is a 
machinery which may do a certain amount of good to this country, 

I have one more word to say : My friends want that India should 
be a free country; let them leave aside all passions and all prejudices, 
and consider whether this is possible till they permit the fullest freedom 
of political views in the country', and I do hope that they will realise 
that it is in the best inteiests of the country to allow every man freedom 
of his political views. It is quite easy to attribute motives, but it is 
best to take things in the proper spirit. I will not take much more 
time, but I would only say this much, that those who have decided to 
co-operate with the Commission have done it in the hope that this will 
mean a little more progress of the country, an advancement of the 
constitution, and the betterment of the conditions in which we are 
living. I only hope that the Swarajists representatives on the other 
side of the House will be convinced that it is not consistent on their 
part, when they have come to work an equally unsatisfactory constitu- 
tion, to condemn people who want to work up another machinery set 
up by Parliament, however unsatisfactory that institution may be. 

[At 445 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it re-awembled at 
4-55 p.m.] 
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Babu BURENDRA HATH Bit WAS: Sir, I refuse to cooperate 

with the Simon Commission, and so I do oppose the formation of the 
proposed Committee. I want absolute independence for my eountiy, 
and nothing *hort of independence will satisfy me. My hopes may 
not be realised in my life time, nay in hundreds of years to come, still 
I will say that nothing short of independence will satisfy me. I do 
not want any form of Government under the British control. No 
amount of verbal jugglery shall convince me as to the worth of any 
system of Government in this country, except self-government. By 
self-government I mean the Government of India by the Indians them- 
selves and Government absolutely responsible to the Indians and to 
none else. This is my motherland, my native home, my dearest thing 
on earth — I shall not tolerate anybody else to dominate over it. I 
may be too weak to-day to remove my claims, I may be only dreaming 
the vision of my emancipation, yet I would not like to be molested 
and exploited by the foreigners. People may say that I am a fool and 
am talking of visionary things, but I would rather be such a fool than 
be wise and accept the foreign yoke. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: On a point of order, Sir, may I 
point out .that the Hon'hle Member in charge of the resolution is not 
present here? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: That does not matter. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: I trust a day will come when 
my vision will be realised. And that day I hope is not very far. 
Some obstacles seem to stand in the way of our salvation, but I think 
they are not really so. There is a view that the Indians dball not 
attain independence unless and until there is Hindu-Moslem unity. I 
»ay with emphasis that it is a borrowed view — borrowed from the 
Britishers who put up this view as an excuse for posing themselvek 
as the arbiters and guardians of our destinies. They say, the Indians 
are not fit for •elf-government, because the Hindu and Moslem quarrel 
with each other, and there shall be chaos in the country if they are 
let alone. I refuse to accept the proposition. I do not believe that 
our Swaraj depends on Hindu-Moslem unity. I understand that Hindu- 
Moslem unity may be an effect of Swaraj, but not necessarily its cause. 
Swaraj will not be attained by the Hindu and Muhammadan joined 
together by an agreement or pact. An agreement contracted before- 
hand as to the participation of the fruits of independence cannot, 
inspire one to (sacrifice one’s life in the battle for freedom. There can 
Be no pact for sacrifice. It is only those people who are ready to make 
unconditional sacrifices of auything and everything dear to them that 
will attain Swaraj. Swaraj will be attained by those patriots of the 
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opmtry who are determined to win it at any sacrifice. It can only be 
attained by those who feel their lives unbearable without Swaraj. 
Swaraj will be attained by those alone who realise that India is their 
dearest motherland and she shall be freed of bondage at any cost. 
Amongst the fighters of Swaraj there shall be no distinction of caste 
or religion. They shall be the only fighters of the battle who will 
consider the emancipation of their motherland as the highest religion’ 
higher than Hinduism and Islam. And it will be the attainers of 
Swaraj who will unite with one another, irrespective of caste or creed. 
They will love one another and unite for eternity. So I say that the 
unity will be the effect of attainment of Swaraj, but may not be its 
cause. So I would ask my British friends to be disillusioned of the 
idea that India will remain a subject-country as long as there is quarrel 
between the Hindus and Muhammadan^. And I would ask my Indian 
friends to realise that such quarrel shall not cease to exist os long as 
there is the third party to foment it. I do not blame the third party 
for fomenting the quarrel, because they have to do it for their very 
existence. But what I mean to say is that *uch quarrels shall be 
ignored by the true fighters for Swaraj. The people who pick up the 
quarrel to satisfy their selfish ends shall be regarded as traitors to the 
country and enlisted in the list of enemies along with the foreigners 
who want to keep us in eternal subjugation by brute force, and right 
shall be given against them all. That being so, the argument that the 
Indians are not fit for Swaraj owing to communal quarrels falls to the 
ground. 

There is another argument put forward against our claim for 
independence, and it is this, that we are not fit to protect our country 
from foreign aggression. It does not befit the Britishers or their 
allies to sav so. It is a disgrace that after a rule for more than 160 
years, the natives of India are far from being fit to raise arms and 
fight a battle — deprived of all the arms they had in their possession 
and turned out absolutely helpless at the mercy of the Britishers. 
Have they not got evidence in the last Great War whether the Indian 
Army can give their lives in a battle ? If they could sacrifice their 
lives to save the Britishers, they can sacrifice them foi their own dear 
country. The only thing required is — the Britishers should clear off 
and the Indians .-should be given free hand to fight theii own battle 
for freedom. 

For these reasons and others, Sir, I say that the arguments against 
our fitness for Swaraj have no force, and we must not be subjected to 
an examination as to our fitness for the same. We shall earn it to-day 
or to-morrow, and not l>eg of it by doses or step* from an alien power, 
and satisfy ourselves with a Government the constitution of which 
will be drafted by a body of foreigners whose political existence in 
India depends on our political extinction and vice verm . 
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Now a question may arise as has been raised by some of my hon’bie 
friends — What should we do till self-government is achieved? I 
should say that physically, living on earth we shall have to put up 
with the existing Government, though against our will, but we shall 
not consent to the alien Government being imposed on us. Our work 
^rill be to make preparations for the attainment of Swaraj and nothing 
&ut Swaraj. I must not look aside for this windfall or that which 
may come to me by the grace of the alien power. I shall always 
cherish the spirit of non-co-operation as long as I shall be kept in 
♦subjugation. And I would ask all self-respecting Indian members of 
this House — be they Hindus, be they Muhammadans, be they Christians 
— to cherish that spirit of non-co-operation and signify their aversion 
to the existing system of Government or any other form of Government 
under the British control, by refusing to co-operate with the Simon 
Commission. 

With these words I oppose the resolution and all the amendments, 
except of course the amendments Nos. 4-7 which I understand as 
motions for opposition. 

Maharaja 8HA8HI KANTA ACHARJYA CHAUDHURI, of 
Muktagacha, Mymensingh: Sir, while I am prepared to oppose an 
adjournment of the present resolution, and support the appointment of 
a committee, I hope to get an assurance that .some representative 
Indians will be appointed as members of the Statutory Commission. 
I desire to point out that it is not possible for a Committee of this 
House to enjoy the same status and powers as the members of the 
Statutory Commission, except as regards the procedure of examination 
of witnesses and documents. Firstly, there will be an inevitable 
inequality, because the Statutory Commission owes its existence to a 
Royal Warrant, and any Committee of this House cannot claim that 
status. Secondly, the functions of the Committee will be confined to 
questions affecting Bengal. Thirdly, the Committee will have no voife 
iu determining the recommendations of the Royal Commission, the 
functions of the Committee being advisory. I am perfectly aware that 
it is not competent for the Government of Bengal, or even the Govern- 
ment of India, to change the constitution of the Royal Commission. 
But I am ready to vote with Government, if at any rate they are 
prepared to make a recommendation to the proper authorities to get 
Indians included among members of the Commission. If the constitu- 
tion of the Royal Commission is thus expanded, it will be the duty of 
the Committee of this House to assist it on all question* affecting 
Bengal. 

Maulvi LATAFAT HU88AIN: As a representative of labour, I 
must oppose any motion that denies labour on opportunity to urge its 
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im portance in the future constitution of our motherland. The indus- 
trial position of India and its rapid growth in recent yearn is indeed 
wonderful from a -labour point of view. There are something like 
25 lakhs of workers employed in factories, 8 lakhs in tea and coffee 
plantations, 2} lakhs in mines, 2 lakhs in railways, £ lakh in inland 
and marine steamers, 1 lakh in printing presses and about 1$ lakhs in 
Municipalities and the Port Trust. These figures give a total of 40 
lakhs or 4 millions, and do not by any means exhaust non-agricultural 
labour. Bengal alone with its jute mills and jute presses, tea gardens, 
coal mines, railways, printing presses, Municipalities and Ports, 
account for at least 15 lakhs. The question of communalusm does not 
affect them. They comprise males, females, and children. Thej' 
include Hindus, Moslems, Christians and Sikhs; in fact, members of all 
communities of India. 

Our problems, as well as the problems of agricultural workers, 
which include the depressed classes, are the problems of the Indian 
nation. We must, therefore, in spite of our backwardness, have a 
definite share in the future administration of the country. Recent 
events go to prove that we cannot trust our destiny in the hands of 
this or that political party. In fact, we have been used as mere pawns 
in the chew-boards of these parties, who played the games for their 
own political gains. I can cite a dozen instances in support of my 
statement. The All-India Trade Union Congress, at its Cuwnpore 
sitting in November last, passed a resolution for boycotting the Simon 
Commission at the bidding of certain politicians, who had no business 
whatsoever to poke their nose into our humble affairs. Nearly 99 per 
cent, of our men know nothing of Simon or the Commission, and vet 
the so-called delegates went to Geneva and thence to London at Gov- 
ernment expense to voice the dumb millions and create notoriety in 
the name of Indian labour by walking out of the Commonwealth labour 
Conference as a protest against things on behalf of labour. This is 
impudence and imposture. We aie told by our political Balms, that 
by boycott we prove our fitness for Home Rule, and that if only we 
can maintain the boycott for a few more months, we shall secure 
Dominion status, as if immediate grant of Home Rule will bring 
miilineum to the poor working clusses. By Babus, T mean our educated 
leaders. Recent events decidedly disprove that these leaders are real 
friends of labour. The Calcutta -scavengers struck work last March for 
increment. They were deliberately promised a rise of Rs. 2 a month 
by one set of these Babus, and they resumed on their promise. Nearly 
4 months passed, nothing was done hy another set of Babus, and the 
scavengers stopped work again; and a third set of Babus pressed a 
compromise. A Babu suddenly appeared in Lillooah and advised the 
railway workers to »stop work and promised all sorts of things, if they 
could hold out a few days. The poor workers having faith in the 
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BaWs promise held out for a few days, but nothing was forthcoming 
and the Babu urged for patience. Days passed into weeks, weeks into 
months, and starvation and misery followed in the end. After 4 solid 
months of extreme privation, the Babu advised them to surrender 
unconditionally. Therefore our salvation, I mean the salvation of 
labour, does not lie in the hands of this or that set of political Babus. 
If such disgraceful things happen in the premier Corporation of India 
under the control of the finest brains and patriots of Bengal, I do not 
think, the political parties, who would handle the future Dominion of 
British or United States of India and Burma, as conceived by a Pundit 
of the United Provinces, would care a brass button for the toiling 
millions whom I have the privilege to represent in this Council. I 
have already said that the workers must have a share in the future 
administration of the country, so that all legislations for better housing, 
for minimum wages, for light type of Primary education, for old age 
pension and employment insurance and similar measures soon become 
the laws of the land. This would be possible if and when labour is 
adequately represented in the future legislatures of the country. We 
must, therefore, put our case as effectively as we can before the Com- 
mission. I am glad that this Commission includes members of the 
British Labour Party in which Indian workers have confidence. I 
have personally associated with several Labour members of Parliament, 
e.y., Messrs. Thomas Johnston, Pethick-Lawrenee, Manly Jones, Oswald 
Mosley, Arthur Purcell, and others, and T am convinced from my 
personal contact with them, when they came to Kaukinarrah, that men 
of their type on the Royal Commission, would do justice to the claims 
of Indian labour for adequate representation in the future Parliament 
of our country. 

5 p.rn. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Mr. President, I beg to support 
the motion for the postponement of the resolution sine the. The reason* 
are quite simple. We have completely lost faith in the honesty, 
sincerity or bond fides of the Government and of the English people. 
The repeated betrayals by the English people of their professed prin- 
ciples, the contempt with which the legitimate public demands and 
votes have always been treated by the Government and the intense 
propaganda carried on by a certain section of the Press in England 
against India have wholly disillusioned us. However much you may 
hide your imperialistic motives under a moral cloak, you can no longer 
deceive us. The valiant knight, whom I do not see in this Hall now — 
I mean Sir A, K. Ghuznavi (a voice — Sir Ahdelkerim Ghuznavi) — 
and the valiant semi-knight — I mean the Rai Bahadur from Jessore — 
(I do not know what the respective values of these titles are), to whom 
we listened with mirth and pleasure yesterday, regretted this lack of 
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co-operation. Are there any political babies in the country who cannot 
see the game behind the scenes and who will not refuse to be pawns 
in this game? It is a remarkable coincidence that less than a week 
ago Dewan Chaman Lall and his party who travelled all this distance 
with their offer of co-operation had to withdraw from the Labour Con- 
ference in utter disgust at the shameful treatment accorded to them. 
The valiant knight and the semi-knight proclaimed with great exhulta- 
tion in this House that non-co-operation has not brought Swaraj nearer 
home and that we have not all been able to unite. Have they any 
idea of the hatred and contempt in which they and their fraternity 
are held by the people of the country? They are, however, content 
with the loaves and crumbs flung at them by this benign bureaucracy. 
Capital is attempted to be made out of the illiteracy of electors and 
the communal tension. But until Swaraj is established, the settlement 
of the communal problem or a satisfactory solution of the pioblem of 
illiteracy is impossible, owing to the existence of a third party in the 
country, who always lie in ambush, and does all that lies in their power 
to accentuate this tension or this illiteracy. India, which ha* now 
awakened, is still prepared to achieve Swaraj by the help and guidance 
of England, if England so wills in sincerity. The demand for a 
Round Table Conference is a legitimate and universal demand, but 
England has woefully misunderstood the soul or the mind or the cause 
of India. If India’s faith in the sincerity of England is to be restored, 
a bold and courageous policy is needed — not petty-fogging amendment# 
and tinkering in procedure. The people of this country must be given 
a real share in the formation of the constitution. The recent decision 
of the Simon Commission may placate and please the jo hulttmn, but 
it is hypocrisy to call it equality, and is an affront to our intelligence- 
and self-respect. Provincial Committees may be given the right to be 
present when evidence is taken, but the question remains — Will they 
have the right to report or make recommendations? The Government 
is mightily annoyed with the Swarajists whose disintegration, it is 
said, they are eagerly looking forward to, as it will give the adminis- 
tration a new orientation. It is <said that Lord Birkenhead came to 
the India Office in order to reconquer India. So long as this state of 
things continues, so long as we do not find a real change of heart, we 
must wash our hands off the whole business, and refuse to have any- 
thing to do with the Commission. We cannot be a party to what 
might put the halter more tight round our neck. 


Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Sir, T deem it an honour for 
having been able to associate myself with the deliberations of this 
House. 

After so many forcible speeches pointing out the absolute worthless- 
ness of the proposal of co-operation with the monstrous scheme for 
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perpetuating our bondage, it would he sheer audacity- on my part to 
try to add any further arguments detailing the absurdities of the 
-demand made on behalf of the Government put in the names of the 
-representatives of this province. But, Sir, in asking your permission 
to be allowed to put in a few words in this connection, I beg to bring 
before this Council the fact that to my constituency has fallen the 
.good fortune of being allowed to declare publicly the popular feeling 
that exists in the country about the Simon Commission, as since this 
proposal was brought before the Council, my constituency is the only 
one which had the opportunity of fighting on this single questiftn — 
".and by the proportion of the strength of the constituency — by which 
the rival candidate — who happened to be the chosen representative 
of the official party in favour of the Commission — has been defeated. 
The proportion which is by this time well known to the whole of 
India is six to one. Such a crushing defeat can only be explained 
in one way, which represents the popular feeling in the province. 
And if the Government was an honest one after such a defeat in the 
most cultured constituency of the Presidency Division, the whole 
Council should have been dissolved to fight out the principle through* 
out the province, if the Government was really desirous to ascertain 
the real feeling of the country — instead of bringing it befoie this 
trumped up Council — where the popular representatives have to be 
saddled with the Government servants — and, who are worse, the 
nominees of these servants. 

I need not remind the Council, Sir, of Woodrow Wilton’s fourteen 
points. We all thought that the doctrine of self-determination for 
India, which was one of the cardinal points on agreeing to which the 
British Government could secure the help of the United States of 
America in saving their Empire from impending ruin, could never 
be violated even by the nation whom Napoleon styled as perfidious. 

Let us gather courage to tell the Commission and their agents in 
India, the Imperial and the Provincial Governments, that if the Com- 
mission should be able to impose its will on India, we will at least* 
have the courage to refuse to be a party to it. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I agree with my friend, the member from 
Dinajpur, when he says that the question of the miserable condition 
of the cultivators in the distressed areas is of far greater importance 
and a matter of much more concern that the present constitutional 
question. But my agreement does not go further. I cannot see any 
oogent reason that because there is a condition of distress in the 
-country — and here I acknowledge that you have been pleased to give 
*us an opportunity to discuss the matter — we should refuse to co-operate 
with the Statutory Commission. My friend, Babu Naliniranjan 
Barker, has moved that the consideration of the question be postponed 
die, which according to Parliamentary convention means that the 
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proposal be rejected. One of the main arguments raised in this ques- 
tion, is that we cannot co-operate with this Commission, because our 
light of self-determination has not been acceded to. I certainly 
appreciate that feeling; but I would remind my friends that this 
Commission is the offspring, if I may snv so, of an Act of Parliament. 
It had to be formed under the provisions of the Act. If there is a 
quarrel, it should be with that Act of Parliament, and not with the 
Commission or its personnel. Sir, the Government of India Act of 
1919 is in force, and our presence in this Chamber as members of 
Council shows that we have accepted that Act and that we are working 
it. 

5-15 p.m. 

If we accept one portion of the Act, we are bound to accept the 
other portion of the Act as well. Sir, the Act itself does not recognise 
the right of self-determination. It lavs down that Parliament will 
from time to time determine to what extent self-government is to lie 
given. If that is so, our procedure should have nothing to do with 
the Act itself. But, Sir, to be here as Members of the Council and 
to say that we will not allow another provision of the Act to operate 
is absurd. A question has been asked — Would you like the Govern- 
ment of India Act to continue without modification and without 
amendment? If you want it to be modified, what is the procedure 
you would follow? Would you like to have an enquiry made into 
the Act by the Commission appointed bv Parliament. Another argu- 
ment which' has been advanced and which I appreciate fully is that 
there is no Indians included in the personnel of the Commission. That 
has been one of the arguments raised. Sir, I think that this objection 
is more or less of a sentimental character. What would we have gained 
if one or two Indians had been included in the Commission — Indians 
nominated by His Majesty’s Government on the recommendation of 
the Government of India? Sir, ltoyal Commissions were appoint- 
ed before with Indian members in them — the Taxation Commission, 
the Currency Commission, the Agricultural Commission and, alx>ve 
all, the Public Services Commission. Did this Commission enjoy the 
confidence of the people? Were there not howls raised against the 
constitution of these Commissions? If so, what guarantee is there 
that if a few Indians were included in this Commission, selected and 
chosen by the Government of India, it would have served our purpose 
any better? I think, Sir, that the methods now adopted for all practi- 
cal purposes are methods suited to the realisation of Indian aspiration. 
Another question has been raised by mv friend on my right that the 
Indian wing of the Statutory Commission will hear evidence, examine 
documents, but will have no power to make recommendations, and 
that there will be two reports — one by the Indian section and the 
other by tbe v European section. But, Sir, that is a different matter. 
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It does not matter who will report, who will decide, or who will frame 
and pass the Act. The Act, in any case, will have to be passed in 
the Parliament of the House of Commons and the House of Lords. 
Does the British Legislature contain a sufficient number of Indiana 
to inspire confidence in us? If you deny the British Parliament the 
right of determining the constitution suitable for India, the method 
to be adopted is not the boycott of the Simon Commission. Self- 
government may be T>y evolution. If you concede the right of Parlia- 
ment, you must at the same time give Parliament every opportunity 
of hearing you. Sir, it is not the personnel of the Royal Commission 
that counts, but the personality of the members that would count 
very much. 

Long ago there was another Royal Commission with two Indian 
members — the best that we could produce in the land. I mean the 
Public Services Commission. One of them did not live to see the 
report or take part in the decision, owing to his premature death, 
which has been an irreparable loss to the nation and which is still 
deplored. Fortunately, the other member remains to sign a minute of 
dissent which has now become an historic document. Unfortunately, 
Sir, we have not had the opportunity of utilising his services as a 
member of this Commission, for his services would have benefited the 
people at large. He would have been able to bold bis own against 
any set of people. But we are not talking about the personnel of the 
Commission. We have been told that it is our right to exercise self- 
determination. That is all very good. But who brought the third 
party here to determine for us? Talking of the third party, 
I should like to say that they came to India at the invita- 
tion of the people of Bengal to rule over them. It does not matter 
whether it was at the invitation of Mirzaffer or Rajballav that thfey 
came. I say that they came here at the invitation of the people of 
Bengal, and, as a consequence, they have made themselves rulers of 
the other parts of India. After this, does it lie in the mouth of a 
Bengali to say that he has a right of self-determination. The history 
of India from the very beginning belies the assertion. The British 
people were invited by us, and may I also ask who invited Muhammad 
Ghory, Bahar and Humayun to India? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Kasem, I am afraid you are quite irrele- 
vant. Please confine yourself to the amendment. 


Mtulvi ABUL KASEM: Sir, what I say is this: We have got to 
place our case before Parliament, and it has now been conceded to us 
that members of our Committee will be given the power to examine 
all documents placed before the Commission, and if we have the 
ability and the qualifications to do our duty, we could render great 
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services to the land. 1 have heard a good deal of argument about the 
Uselessness of co-operation. But 1 have not heard a single word about 
the alternative proposal to gain self-government. It is no use, it will 
serve no practical or useful purpose to use high-sounding words or 
ape the European statesmen. Sir, I think it will lead nowhere, if 
we follow the policy of refusing it to co-operate with the Simon Com- 
mission. What will be the result ? The Commission will have to 
report, with or without your assistance. The Parliament will pass the 
Act, with or without your opinions being taken. You are quite wel- 
come to hold your opinions. Sir, it has been said in this House that 
those who support the Commission have made themselves the object 
of hatred and contempt in the country. But, Sir, that is a matter of 
opinion, and nobody has any right to say so. The same may be said 
of my friends who oppose the Commission. Sir, we have been told 
that we ought to wait till the result of the All-Party Conference is 
published. I submit that the decision of the All-Party Conference 
when it is published will have that respectful and cureful considera- 
tion not only from the members of the Commission, but also from the 
Members of Parliament which it certainly deserves. But that is no 
reason for postponing the formation of a Committee of this kind. It 
is going to submit its report long after the publication of the decision 
of the All-Party Conference, and it will have ample time to consider 
it. Sir, I do not like to take up more of your time, but I will only 
say this, that in the absence of any alternative proposal, I think it 
will be a fatal and suicidal policy if the members of the House refuse 
to accept the resolution of the Government. 

Baku SACHINDRA NARAYAN 8ANYAL: My constituency 
desires me to oppose the motion of the Hon’ble Nnwab Bahadur of 
Dhanbari. I do so with mixed feelings of regret and pleasure— regret 
because an acute difference should have arisen on such a vital matter 
between the Government and the popular representatives; pleasure 
because of the fact that the Indian of all shades of opinion are united 
to-day in demonstrating that they are all Indians first and Hindus or 
Musalinans afterwards, that they are prepared to stand together in 
defence of their national self-respect and prestige. 

My main reason why I oppose the motion of the Hon'ble Nawab 
Bahadur and want to boycott the Simon Commission is that Indians 
have been deliberately excluded from the sacred circle of this Commis- 
sion. For excluding Indians from the Commission, Lord Birkenhead 
has sought firstly to shelter behind the constitutional position that 
the framers of the Government of India Act, under which this 
Commission has been constituted, contemplated the appointment of a 
purely Parliamentary Commission. But as far as I am aware, so far 
as this constitutional argument is concerned, none ever heard of it 
until Lord Birkenhead uttered this before the House of Lords. But 
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Speaking for myself, I fail to see that there is anything in the language 
of section 84A of the Government of India Act of 1919 to warrant 
the conclusion that the membership of the Commission should be 
confined — wholly and entirely — to members of the Parliament. 

The next ground on which His Lordship maintains his principle of 
exclusion is that the responsibility in the matter of this kind of statutory 
investigation is with Parliament and it cannot, therefore, repudiate its 
duties and responsibilities in this matter. But I like to point out that 
the exclusion of Indians cannot be justified even on the plea of Parlia- 
ment’s exclusive resposibility. This is not only highly arbitrary and 
grossly unfair to the inherent rights of the people of India, but that it 
i« an arrogant assertion of British imperialism and an absolute negation 
of India’s right to take a prominent part and assist materially in fram- 
ing her own constitution. 

The next ground is that Indians had to be excluded, as they are 
bound to be biassed in favour of their claim to self-government. This, 
I am inclined to say, is an unworthy suggestion. 

Finally, Lord Birkenhead's argument is that Indians are at the 
present moment so badly torn by dissensions and differences and that 
there is a large mass of illiteracy in India which make it impossible to 
put on the Commission the representatives of all interests. This 
supposed impossibility is wholly absurd and unreal. India at the 
present moment is not bankrupt of men of great patriotism holding 
Catholic views. One can easily name many Hindus enjoying the 
implicit confidence of their Muhammadan countrymen, and similarly 
one can easily name a number of Muhammadan leaders enjoying the 
fullest confidence of their Hindu brethren. It is also very significant 
that the interests of the mass of illiterates, who have been allowed to 
remain so during the enlightened British administration lasting over 
160 years, are to-day pressed into sendee to establish the impossibility 
of nominating Indians on the Commission. > 

Sir, it is then argued that we are being given some thing better 
than membership of the Commission by way of Committees at the 
Central and Provincial Legislatures to get into touch with the Com- 
mission and, later on, with Joint Parliamentary Committees. But the 
position of the members of these Legislative Committees is that of mere 
petitioners. They are to place their proposals before the Commission, 
the Assembly, or at Whitehall. The Indian Report may also be 
published as an Appendix to the main Report. And there is no doubt 
that this Appendix will duly be consigned to the waste paper basket 
like the Minority Report of the Muddiman Committee. Thus, the 
members of these Committees have no right in any matter, — they would 
be before the Commission to plead, to persuade, and then to withdraw. 
Yet we are told that these members of the Committee would he 
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colleagues of the members of the Commission. I fail to understand 
how a petitioner, who appears before a man in superior position and. 
authority, can be regarded as his colleague. 

Sir, if we are not now considered to be equal partners, why were we 
not told so a few years back? During the last war when there was 
trouble, Britain promised us equal partnership, and we were told then 
that we were comrades. It was on that belief that millions of our people 
laid down their lives in different theatres of war; India ungrudgingly 
supplied men, money and war materials. But now that the war clouds, 
have passed away, we are once again relegated to the cool shade of 
neglect. 

Sir, this being the real nature of association offered to us in (he work 
of determining ‘our political future, can we with any self-respect agree 
to accept the position offered to us? The answer is in the negative* 
It is our duty, therefore, to declare our want of confidence in the Com- 
mission or its Committees and boycott them. It may be urged that we 
shall be doing dis-serviee to ourselves if we do not adduce evidence 
before the Commission and refuse to form a Select Committee, though 
it may reject our suggestions and recommendations. I am inclined to 
think that if we do so, we would be indirectly acknowledging the posi- 
tion of inferiority assigned to us, and would thus take upon ourselves a 
share of responsibility for the dis-service which the Simon Commission is 
certain to do to India. The acceptance of the Commission, as it is with 
British personnel and limited scope of inquiry, means a voluntary 
acquiescence by Indians in the prepet uat ion of our political slavery. 
Let us not afford an opportunity to the British Parliament to speak 
out that we participated at any stage to any extent and in any manner 
with the Commission. Let us say in the words of our distinguishet? 
countryman, Sir Ali Imam : “ We should never humiliate our country 

by appearing before them as mere petitioners.” 

Mr. L. T. MAGUIRE: I cannot give a silent vote on this question. 
Sir, and I must make the position of the community which I have the 
honour to represent perfectly clear. As one of the communities of 
India, we are as anxious as any of its other peoples to help India to 
realise her natural and legitimate aspirations, but we have a different 
line of approach from that of some of my friends. Sir, to us the question 
is not what we should like to have, but what it is at the present moment 
possible to get. I have heard several speeches on the other side of the 
House in support of the amendments. Sir, getting down to rock-bottom, 
the position of the Swarajya party is that England has no right to 
determine the form the Indian constitution should take; that is the 
fundamental position of that party. If that be so, it is perfectly use- 
less talking about the composition of the Commission or anything else, 
because if everything was done and every demand was acceded to, they 
would ultimately fall back on their point and say, we refuse you the 
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right to determine our constitution. Sir, we are a practical people. W< 
appreciate the fact that all theories of State and all political philoeoph^ 
is subject to limitations in their practical application. In theory it ma^ 
be true that a nation has the right to determine the form of its const! 
tut ion, but what is the position of India to-day? I need not dwell or 
this point, for it has been dealt with by previous speakers. But what 
to us is abundantly clear is that there is no disputing the point that 
England governs India to-day and the fact that England has been 
governing India and continues to govern India is a. clear proof that 
India is satisfied with the existing constitution, and I submit that if in 
a vast country like India the Indian nation refused to accept British 
rule, it could not be ruled. If that be not the case, then I say that 
India believes the existing order, notwithstanding its defects, is better 
than anything that can take its place at the present moment. It follows 
that the British Parliament has the right to determine the form of the 
Indian constitution until the Indian nation withdraws its consent. It 

is, therefore, our clear duty to assist the British Parliament to frame 
this constitution in the proper manner and, if possible, to frame it in a 
manner which will be acceptable to the Indian people. If we are to do 
that, I feel that the only course open is to assist this Commission which 
has been sent out to get as much material as is possible and to sift the 
evidence. My friends on the other side of the House were at first 
opposed to entering this Council, and they took recourse to boycotting 

it, but now they have evidently found that the national cause would be 
"best served if they came to the Council, and that is why they are here 
to-day, ami there is absolutely no doubt that they have brought many 
defects in the administration to the notice of Government which help 
the people in authority to rectify them. They came to this Council to 
non-co-operate, and they have been very consistent in their principles, 
mid they are similarly opposed to the formation of a Committee of this 
House to assist the Simon Commission. Sir, opposition is a very healthy 
Ihing; it brings out defects and also leads to an appreciation of facts 
and figures. But why could they not go on the Simon Commission wi^h 
the object of forcing them to give as large a measure of self-government 
to India and go get as much as is possible for them to secure? That 
should he the object of even* Indian who has the real interests of the 
country at heart. We have a lot of criticism to-day about going before 
the Commission and the forming of a Committee, but we have not been 
told of the advantages that India is going to get if she does not co- 
-operate. We have also not had any single argument adduced in favour 
of staying away from it. Another argument that I have heard is that 
England will not give you anything of her own accord. It is then 
dear that you must wrest it by force; the question then arises — Have 
you the force to, wrest it? If you have not, there is no use talking 
about it. The next point is — If you have the force, would you be 
justified in nsing it to disestablish this Government P 
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I say it is a very sound political principle, and it is accepted, I 
think, by most sound thinkers that a revolution or a change of Govern* 
ment is not justified if it entailed so inordinate a disturbance that the 
people suffered greater harm from the consequences of the disturbances 
than from the tyranny. What would be the position of India to-day if 
you actually displaced this British power? What has India to-day to 
substitute in its place? These questions seem to me practical propo- 
sitions. Propositions like these we considered when we came to our 
determination to give the fullest co-operation to the Statutory Com- 
mission. 

Another argument advanced is that it is necessary to wait until we 
have gone back to our constituencies and ascertained their opinion on the 
subject. Have not we had enough time for that? I have a mandate 
from the people I represent. I received not only a mandate from my 
people in Bengal but also from nil over India. We called a Conference 
and were able to ascertain their opinion. Other hon’hle members might 
have done the same thing, if they had any doubts. 

Then we are asked to wait until the Council formulates a scheme. 
When does the Council propose commencing to formulate a scheme? 
It has taken 8 years to think about the scheme, und yet no step has been 
taken. Surely, these arguments have not been put forward seriously: 
they are merely dilatory motions. We cannot wait for these things to 
materialise. The Commission will be with us in about two or three 
months, yet we are asked to wait until India has formulated a constitu- 
tion. When is this constitution going to l>e formulated? The Reforms 
have been for about 8 years with us. Have we advanced a step forward 
in formulating a constitution? 

I think we have had All-Parties* Conferences before, and the result 
of them all was anything but satisfactory. I cannot say how the last 
one has proceeded. I have no doubt that the All-Parties’ Conference 
will be given all the respect it deserves. All its recommendations, I am 
positive, will be considered. It represents a very weighty section of 
public opinion, but I cannot see at all what use boycotting the Commis- 
sion is going to be to anybody. Therefore, we as a community have 
decided to give the Commission our fullest co-operation. Bir, I support 
the resolution before the House. 

Mill JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I wanted to deal first 
according to my light with the Honourable Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim 
Ghusnavi. I hope the reporters will carefully note that Abdul has been 
changed into Abdel with “ e ” and not " u, M and Karim has been changed 
into Kerim with “ e ” and not “ a,” as we in our unregenerate days used 
to think, and as our venerable colleagues, Mr. Abdul Karim and Sir 

11 
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Abd-ur-Rahim, still call themselves. We borrow our fashions from 
Angora, though our politics come from Whitehall, or, perhaps from 
nearer Darjeeling, or nearest Clive Street 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bannerjee," you should not make these 
remarks. These remarks have nothing to do with the resolution before 
us. 


Bcbu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: In any case, I cannot deal 
with him to-day. The first priority is claimed, like many of our mem- 
bers, by my friend Mr. Abul Kasem. Sir, it is good to find Mr. Abul 
Kasem among the angels — I mean among the supporters of the bureau- 
cracy. Twenty years ago, it was not so : Twenty years ago, we rejoiced 
to find Mr. Abul Kasem fighting the battle of' freedom, but these twenty 
years, as they have whitened his beard like that of myself, have perhaps 
brought wisdom to his mind also. Politics like misery gives us strange 
bed-fellows, and to-day we find Mr. Abul Kasem with strange bed-fellows 
and^ompanions. Sir, one argument that has been used by him has been 
adopted by every blessed body that speaks in support of the Simon Com- 
mission. Whether you support it or not, whether you co-operate with 
it or not, the Simon Commission will finish its business, the Simon Com 
mission will submit its report, and Parliament will pass a statute. We 
all know that — even a child knows that. But I want to put this ques- 
tion, not simply to Government but to the European members as well : 
You may hold your Simon Commission, you may submit your report and 
pass your statute, but can you say — do you venture to say — that you 
will hold this British Empire without our help, without our support and 
without our co-operation? Can you do that? Fifty years ago, such 
thoughts might have been possible with a slumbering India, but with 
India awakened and self-conscious, can anybody imagine that the British 
can hold this Empire without our co-operation, without our support, 
and without our help? Is your life, is your political existence, worth 
a week’s purchase?* You yourselves have said that the Reforms Aave 
not had a dog’s chance. Why? Because the people did not co-operate 
with it, and now that you are going to pass your new statute, now 
that you are going to bring forward your new scheme, do you think 
that it will have a dog’s chance of life, if we hold back our help from the 
sacred arch of constitution, as we are bound to do. 

Sir, there is another argument which Mr. Abul Kasem and his friends 
have used. They say the Simon Commission is a Statutory body, as if there 
is something compulsory about tbe appointment of the Simon Com- 
mission. Sir, when lay men dabble in law, they make great fools of 
themselves. No doubt, a Commission had to be appointed, but there 
was nothing compulsory about it — the word “ shall ” even will not make 
it compulsory. A short amending Act could have been passed within 
24 hours, and this might have done away with the necessity of having 



] SIMON COMMISSION. MS 

Commission. Also, it has been said that since you have accepted 
obtain parts of the Government of India Act, you must accept every- 
thing. Sir, I do not understand this question of acceptance. We the 
people of' the country, we the politically. minded people of the country, 
we who are members of the Congress— we who glory in being membere 
of the Congress — have never accepted the Government of India Act. 
We have never accepted the Preamble, we have never accepted the pro- 
visions of the Act. The question of acceptance does not arise. Whether 
we approve or disapprove is not the question. We are here because of 
the law and not because we accept the law. How can you possibly 
prove that we have accepted the law? The question of acceptance never 
arises and has never arisen. Mr. Abul Kasem also asked: Suppose, 
instead of an all-British Commission, you had some Indian members 
on it; what would you have gained thereby? Sir, my answer is, that is 
a gratuitous assumption. We never wanted a mixed Commission; we 
have always pressed for a Round Table Conference. For myself, and 
so far as this is concerned I speak on behalf of many people, we wanted 
not an All-British Commission, but if there was to be a Commission at 
all, an All-Indian Commission. And the reason for my demand is 
simple. After all, the constitution that has got to be framed must be 
our constitution. The house that we are going to build will be Ihe 
house in which we are going to live. We do not want a logical consti- 
tution. W T e do not want arch-angles to draw up a constitution for us. 
We want to draw up our own constitution, with all our limitations, with 
all our imperfections, but all the same it will be a constitution which 
we shall be able to call our very own. I do not understand what objec- 
tion there is to this. Some people say — Why do you make such a 
bother about it? After all, the Commission is not the final arbiter: the 
Commission will submit their report before Parliament, and Parliament 
will do the business. That was the argument of Ilai Bahadur Jadunath 
Mazumdar : that Parliament is the ultimate reserve of power. Granting 
that Parliament is the ultimate reserve of power, is it not all thr* more 
necessary — does it not stand to reason — that the preliminary work, the 
rough draft should be prepared by the people who are absolutely, ex- 
clusively — and not only here and there — Indians? We did not want a 
mixed Commission, we want an All-Indian Commission, if that has to 
be, and nothing more than that. 

Sir, I have never found a single man either on the Government 
benches or on the non-official benches dealing fairly and squarely with 
this question of an All-Indian Commission. The only person that has 
dealt with it is Ihe Secretary of State for India, and that also in a speech 
which has become stale and obsolete now. With some of the arguments 
of the Secretary of State, however, we shall huve to deal, because those 
are the only arguments that have been used against us. What ure His 
Lordship’s arguments? One of his arguments was: “We cannot re- 
pudiate our responsibility for India.” That is one of the high-sounding 
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platitudes which Englishmen — especially Englishmen in high places — 
are fond of trotting out. Is it God, is it man, who makes you responsible? 
Your self-imposed responsibility, your self-imposed trusteeship, all this 
moral and virtuous pose of yours agrees ill with your present history, 
and with your past records. We do not want you to disavow responsibil- 
ity. After all, we also admit that the ultimate shape of the constitu- 
tion will have to be given by the British Parliament. Nobody denied 
that up till now, but all the same you come forward and say that to 
appoint an All-Indian Commission will be disavowing responsibility for 
the Government of India. 

The second of His Lordship’s argument was this : That you could not 
get together a representative Indian Commission. That also has been 
referred to by the Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur. As against the Nawab 
Bahadur, I shall quote the authority of somebody whom even the Nawab 
Bahadur will acknowledge to be greater than himself — a member of his 
own community, one who enjoys the confidence and support of thou- 
sands and hundreds of thousands of his countrymen. I refer to His 
Highness the Aga Khan. Speaking to the Press, he said that he could 
without consulting anybody name a score of persons who deseived to be 
regarded as the representatives of a united India. Everyone knows who 
are the representatives of the Indian people; the Government knows 
them very well. And if nobody knows, at least the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. 
R. Prentice konws very well who are the representatives of India and 
hates them proportionately. They all know them. It is a mere pretence, 
a mere game of make-belief, to say that you do not know who the 
representative Indians are. 

The last argument that was used by Lord Birkenhead — his store- 
house of arguments w’as soon exhausted — was this: That an All-Indian 
Commission would submit half-a-dozen dissentient reports based upon 
communal lines. Sir, I say that sort of remark is an insult to India — 
an insult that can only be excused on the ground of His Lordship’s 
bottomless ignorance of all things Indian. It is an insult to suppose 
that no Indian is capable of rising above communal heights. Even 
granting that it was so, even granting that we are bound to submit half- 
a-dozen dissentient reports, I ask why did not you wait for that. After 
we had submitted these dissentient reports, then would have been the 
time for your to say : “ Lo ! here are the Indians. They cannot agree 
upon a common basis. They cannot agree even upon submitting a report 
about their own constitution.” That brings me to the end of the 
arguments. 

6 p.m. 

Another argument is this : I have been twitted with the remark 
during the last two days that we are going to lose — most probably we 
are going to lose. We shall lose to-day, hut I tell the English people 
that they will lose to-morrow. (Hear, hear.) We shall lose our 
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amendments, but they will lose the British Empire which is of much 
more value than our amendments can be. That is how they lost the 
colonies in America. Your mule-headed obstinacy, your want of 
vision to forecast the future, your want of sympathy with the subject- 
people — these have been the cause of your loss and ruin in the past, 
and these will be the cause of your loss and ruin in the present and in 
the future. You may despise these words of mine, but these words 
cannot and will not be lightly cast aside by whoever who has the 
vision to see and the imagination to grasp the realities. 

My last word is one of appeal to some of my Moslem friends who 
are capable of taking an impartial view of things. Many Muham- 
madans have not joined us under the impression that if they co-operate 
with the Simon Commission, most probably they will gain something 
which they would not have gained if they sided with us. To them 
I say, let them not labour under the frightful illusion. That way the 
danger lies — that way you will commit suicide. If they want to gain 
anything, what they wish to gain must come from us, their fellow- 
countrymen, who live with them side by side, who feel for them in 
their joy and sorrow, and not from the common enemy — the third 
party which profits in our weakness and rejoices in our disaster. Not 
from them, I say, the help must come, but from us; and therefore 
iu this hour of crisis, if they have any sense of patriotism, they must 
cast aside all petty thoughts of immediate gain, they must rise to 
the height of occasion and side with us to conquer in this fight, if 
that is possible; or if that is not possible, to share with uh the glory 
of defeat. 


Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA: Sir, I feel compelled to say a few words 
on the motion before the House, although the contribution to the 
debate yesterday and to-day has been excellent. I think I am right! 
in saying that Sir John Simon, when he made a statement on his 
arrival in India, offered to the non-official members of the different 
legislatures in India that they should form Committees to assist him 
and his colleagues. I am sure he wanted that the Committees of these 
legislatures should be confined to non-official members ; and the protest 
that I voice to-day is against the procedure adopted by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal in putting forward the motion in response to that 
offer of Sir John Simon through the senior official member of the 
executive of the Government of Bengal. I wonder, Sir, whether it 
was not possible under the rules of the Bengal legislative Council 
to find one non-official member to give notice of a motion of the descrip- 
tion that has been moved by the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur, senior 
member of the irremovable Executive Council of the Government of 
Bengal. Sir, not only did Sir John Simon want, as far as I could 
gather from his statement, that the official members should have 
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nothing to do with the appointment of this Committee, but, if I read 
his statement aright, I realised that he wanted the non-official mem- 
bers only to vote, if they chose to appoint Committees, and the 
official members not to hove anything to do with it. But Sir, 
not only do we find that the senior member of the Executive Council 
puts forward this motion, but I am perfectly certain, as I have been 
told in the lobbies, that every official member, who ought not to have, 
in terms of the offer of Sir John Simon, anything to do with this 
resolution, is going to vote in its support. I am dilating on this point 
for the purpose ot showing to the House and to the public at large 
that even if this resolution, which has been moved by the Hon’ble 
Nawab Saheb, is carried, it will be carried by the votes of the official 
members, sponsored as it is in this Council by His Excellency the 
Governor in Council, through Nawab Bahadur, and at the Government 
House by His Excellency the Governor, as a member of the Executive 
Council. ****** 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen Gupta, I cannot allow you to make 
this statement, unless you take the responsibility for what you are 
stating, or unless you have any document to prove your statement. 

Mr. 4 . M. SEN CUPTA: I am not making any statement in this 
House for which I do not take the fullest responsibility. I say it is 
true that non-official members were sent for on the last occasion and 
they were sent for on this occasion at the instance of His Ecel- 
lency the Governor in Council, and I sav that while the senior 
member of the Executive Council was canvassing for rotes in this 
Council, ****** 

! . * * * * * * \ 


* # * * Apart from that, I find that 

this Executive Council took the trouble of sending cables to England 
and getting answers from Sir John Simon, and then giving copies of 
those answers to the non-official members at the Government House. Is 
this what Sir John Simon wanted when he made that statement on 
arriving in India a few months ago? Did he want that the officials 
***** should interfere with the 
rights of the non-official members and try to get them to withdraw 
resolutions, not to move certain amendments which they might have 
moved at the instance of their constituencies? 


*A passage reflecting upon His Excellency the Governor has here been 
expunged by order of the President. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I take serious objection to wliat you have said. 
As for your statement of. certain facts, if you aie not able to prove to 
my satisfaction, in my private Chamber, after the Council meeting 
that these are absolutely correct, I shall be under the painful necessity 
of ordering that the objectionable portion of your speech should not be 
recorded in the proceedings. 

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA: Y ou are perfectly justified to do whatever 
you like so far as your rights are concerned to exclude any portion 
of my speech from the proceedings of this Council, but I would lie 
failing in my duty, and even at the risk of breaking the rules of thf 
Council, if I did not protest against such interference by people with 
the rights of the member* of this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I object to that attitude of yours, that you 
want to break the rules of this House I am here to see that you 
do not do that. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: Sir, I have not broken any rules. If I 
had done so, you could certainly interrupt me. I said that I would 
run the risk of breaking the rules if I thought it necessary for the 
purpose of bringing public opinion to bear on this question. 

Mr. S. C. B08E: On a point of order: May I enquire under what 
statute or rule has the President any authority to summon a private 
member to his private Chamber and ask him to satisfy him? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That power is inherent in the Chair. When a 
member takes responsibility for wliat be says, the President has every 
right to ask that member to prove his statement. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: I rise to a point of order : Under what statute and 
under what rule of the Indian legislature has the President power 
to summon a private member to his private chamber? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already disposed of the question of 
authority. In any case, I think it is absolutely reasonable that the 
President should be able to ask a member to prove to his satisfaction 
a statement which he has made. 

Mft 8. C. ROSE: My point is not concerned either with reasonable- 
ness or unreasonableness. My point of order is, under what authority 
or statute has the President the right to summon a private member 
to his private chamber to explain his statement? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already told yoit that. I did not 
actually take my stand on any written statute, but I think that it 
was a very reasonable demand. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: May I take it, Sir, that there is no authority 
under the statute? 


Mr. il. M. SEN CUPTA: I will not go to your chamber to prove the 
statement I am making. I shall state what I have to state in public 
and before the Hounb and to the constituencies who have sent us here 
to judge whether what I am stating is true or not. I would not make 
you the judge. 


Mr. PRESIDENT. If you do not do that, then my order will be 
that your remarks with regard to the head of the province be expunged 
from the proceedings. 


Mr. D. N. ROY* Under what section or rule do you make that 
ruling? 

Mr. J. M. 8EN GUPTA: Sir, you may expunge rightly or wrongly, 
justly or arbitrarily, portions of my speech from the proceedings, * * 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

0-15 p.m. 

Mr. J. M. SEN CUPTA: Copies of statements printed on Govern- 
ment House papers have been circulated to members of the House *for 
the purpose of showing what Sir John Simon wants and what he does 
not want. 8ir, an enterprising editor has raised a question — a very- 
interesting question — Is England honest in her intentions regarding 
India? Sir, members on this side of the House and some on the other 
side also have answered that question. I should only like to refer 
you to one part of the history of Britain towards India from 1917 and 
onwards. In August 1917, the then Secretary of State for India made 
a solemn promise in words in which there was no equivocation that 
the declared policy of the British Government was to establish respon- 
sible Government in India. There was no question or doubt ps to the 
goal of British rule in India as stated in that declaration. Sir, in 


*A passage reflecting upon His Excellency the Governor has here been 
expunged by order of the President. 
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W17, Britain was in great danger. England wanted India's money — 
England wanted India's men. There was enthusiasts — there were 
extremists in this country who wanted to take advantage of this posi- 
tion of peril of England. Leaders advised — Mahatma Gandhi advised 
that England's adversity must not be India's opportunity, and it was 
on the point of being thrown away by the extremist and impatient 
section. But notwithstanding the fact that India had a great 
opportunity of rising in revolt in those perilous days of England, in 
her wisdom or unwisdom India chose to follow the advice of her leaders 
and obeyed them. And the result was that crores uf rupees were sent 
out from India to help England. Thousands of Indians laid down their 
lives in the battle-fields of France for saving England, and it was at 
that time that that promise — an unequivocal promise — “ that the 
declared policy of the British Government is to establish responsible 
Government ” was made. When the war was over 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your time is up, Mr. Sen Gupta. 


Mr. 4. M. SEN CUPTA: May I have five minutes more? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I can pive you two minutes to finish. 

(Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta did not rise to speuk again). 

The motion that the confederation of the resolution be postponed 
sine die was then put and a division taken with the following result; — 


AYES. 


A ha mad, Maulvi Asimuddin. 

Bagthi, safeu Ramis Charufra. 
Bansrjaa, Or. Pramathanath. 
Bansrjst, Oahu Pramatha Nath. 
Bannarjaa, Babu Jitsnd ratal. 

Baao, Oahu Cast tsfctiar. 
hasu, Mr. P. 6. 

Basu, Mr. Barat C. 

Biswas, Babu l yraadra Nath. 

Bata, Baba Bajay Krishna. 

Bass, Mr. 9. C. 

•SWj Mra MNM wSSRSTSa 

Chahravartt, Baha ts gt ad rs Chandra. 
Chafcrahartty, Baha Jathtdra Nath. 
Ohattarjta, trijut Bijay Kumar. 

bIa! tlA^adaanalh 

VMSillinf MV MfSMTMMim 

Oaa Capta, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta, Baha Ahhi! Chandra. 

Oatta, Baha Aaialya Ohandra. 

Daft, Baha taral Kamar. 

Qang a f y, Baha Khajmidra Nath. 
•h ast, Baha Aatartndra Nath. 
Bapta, Mr. Jataah Chandra. 


Himatsingka, Babu Prahhu Oayal. 

Hoqus, Kali Emdadul. 

Khan, Babu Osbsndra Lai. 

La la, Babu tarads Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahtndra Nath. 

Maitra, trijut Jagsndra Nath. 

Muksrjsa, trijut Taraknath. 

Nashar, Babu Nam Chandra. 

Pal Chaud hurt, Mr, Ran jit. 

Paddar, Mr. Ananda Mahan. 

Ray, Babu turandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tanka r. 

Ray, tri|ut Radha Cab i nda. 

Ray, Baba Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Or. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tanhar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur tatyandm 
Nath. 

•arkar, Baha Naliniranjan. 
tan, Mr. tatish Chandra, 
tan, trijut Nigsndra Nath, 
ten Bupta, Mr. 4. M. 
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NOES. 


Abbatt, Mr. K. a. 

Atharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja ShatM 
Kanta, af Muktagaaha, Mymantingh. 

Afzal, Maulvi tyM Muhammad. 

A ha mad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

Camilla, Mr. A. 

Chatarji, tha Han'bl* Sir Nalini Ranjan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hahzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Nurul Huq. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'hla Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Ohanbai^i. 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Batam Mawla. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Khar* had Alam. 

Cahan, Mr. O. J. 

Cappingar, Lt^Cal. W. V. 

Oath, Mr. A. J. 
flay, Mr. B. Q. 

Dawding, Mr. T. W. 

Drummand. Mr. J. fl. 

Butt, Mr. B. S. 

Bddia, Mr. A. MaD. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Fyfa, Mr. J. H. 

Bhaaa, Mr. M. 0. 

Bhaah Maulik, Mr. tatyandra Chandra. 
Bhuznavi, Alhadj Bir Abdalkarim. 

Baanka, Ral Bahadur Badridaa. 

Baf ran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Bardan, Mr. A. D. 

Buha, Mr. F. N. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Maqua, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. 
Hopkywa, Mr. W. t. 

Hamit, tha Han'bla Nabab Mutharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ckramul. 

Huq, Mr. A. K. Fatl-ul. 

Huaain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi tyad 
Maqbul. 

Hussain, Maulvi Utafat. 

lamall, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. 


Jamas, Mr. F. B. 

Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kassm, Maulvi Abut. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Aahraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan tahib Maulvi Muazzam All. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maguira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tha Han'bla Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. ft. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MaOluakia, Mr. 1. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittar, tha Han'bla fir Fravaah Chundar. 
Margau, Mr. B. 

Mukarji, filr. S. C. 

Handy, MaharaJ Kumar Sria Chandra. 
Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Nalaan, Mr. W. H. 

Farratt, Mr. F. 

Frantiaa, tha Han’bla Mr. W. 0. R. 
Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Bhamaur-. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur-. 

Raikat, Mr. Fraaanna Dab. 

Rauf, Maulvi Syad Abdur. 

Ray Chaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

Raid, Mr. R. N. 

Ray, Mr. Bijay Fraaad Bingh. 

Baahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Sanyal, Babu Baahindra Narayan. 

Barkar, Rai Bahib Rabati Mahan. 

Battar, Khan Bahib Abdus. 

Battar, Mr. Abdaal Razak Hajaa Abdaal. 
Bhah, Mr. Bhalam Haaaain. 

Binha, Raja Bahadur Bhupandra Narayan 
af Naahipur. 

Balaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Btaplatan, Mr. H. K. 

Buhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 

Thamas, Mr. H. W. 

Wardawarth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes being: 45, and the Noes 82, the motion was lost. 


6-30 p.m. 

The motion that the consideration of the resolution be adjourned 
till after a general election of the Council on the issues raised by tbe 
resolution was then put and lost. 

The motion that the consideration of the resolution be adjourned 
until this Council formulates its scheme of consitutional reforms wae 
put and lost. 

The motion that the question of the appointment of a Committee of 
this Council be postponed till the publication of tbe decision of the All- 
Party Conference regarding the constitution was put and lost. 
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Maharaja tASHI KAHTA ACHARJYA CHAUDHURI, of Miikt* 
gnaha, Mymtrtsingh: May I rise on a point of personal explanation? 
Mr. Sen Gupta referred in his speech to the fact that His Excellency 
the Governor sent for me. That part of his statement is true, but it is 
not true that he canvassed foi my vote. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. I will have that statement of yours recorded in 
the proceedings. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I would not have made any speech to 
discuss the resolution now before the House, but certain remarks made 
by my friend, Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, have forced me to say only 
a few words. My friend, Mi. Bannerjee, has made an earnest appeal 
to the Muhammadan members of this Council to rise to the height of 
the oecafrion and to support the policy of the Congress party in recording 
practically a vote of no-confidence in the Simon Commission (Cries of 
“ Policy of the Moslem League.”) Whatever that may be, whether it 
be a question of the League or whether it l>e a question of the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to work with the Commission, the principle on 
which we have divided is one of co-operation or non-co-operation, and 
we have seen that a large number of Moslem members of this House 
have gone into the sume lobby with the Europeans and officials. Let 
me assure inv friend, Mr. Bannerjee, that in doing so we have done it 
with a heavy heart. (Cries of 41 Shame.”) We have done so from a 
supreme sense of duty. Let me remind my friend, Mr. Banerjee, that 
the records of the National Congress and the records of the All-India 
Moslem Ijeague all bear testimony to the fact that whenever the country 
has made a demand on Moslem patriotism, we have never been behind 
any community in India. Why is it, then, that to-day we go into the 
same lobby with the Europeans? It is because of the mischievous 
activities of the Hindu Mahasabha which have made it impossible for 
us to place any confidence in Congress leaders. When the consideration 
of my amendment about the fitness of the conditions of India comes up, 
I will make this point clear. I will only say this* now, that it is not 
from choice but from necessity that the Muhammadan members have 
to-day voted against the Congress. If my friends want to win back 
the Moslem members, let them go and control the Hindu Mahasabha. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think you are right in referring to the 
activity of the Hindu Mahasabha. We are not discussing it, and I take 
serious exception to your remarks which are out of order. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: I do wish to mention names of persons 
in particular. However, as if may lead to controversial matters, I will 
say nothing about it at the present moment, but I give this assurance 
to the members of the Congress party that as soon as the Muhammadans 
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find that they can place confidence in our respected leaders, the leaders 
whom we have always followed, we will go back to the Congress fold, 
stand side by side with the Congress and fight battles for the freedom 
and liberty of India. After all, India is our fatherland — in India we 
live and in India we will die; our bones will form the manure of India. 
It is no use ridiculing; it is no use Shutting our eyes to facts, and the 
statement that I am making, and which is echoing from the hearts of 
all Muhammadans, is that our present attitude is due to the hypocrisy 
and dishonest influence of the Hindu Mahasabha. I will not say 
anything further; I will simply say this in reply to what has fallen 
from my friend, Mr. Banneiiee. But let me again assure him that 
even if we vote for the appointment of a Committee, even if some of 
the members of the Moslem community consent to work on that Com- 
mittee, Ihe Muhammadans will not be false to their trust, false to India, 
false to the cause for which the Congress stands and for which patriots 
like my friend, Mr. Banneriee, have worked all their lives. We have 
ungrudgingly followed leaders like Tilak, we have ungrudgingly 
followed leaders like Gokhale and Mehta, we have followed leaders like 
Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea and Ananda Mohan Bose; we are still 
ready to do that. I do not blame any single member of the Congress 
party ; I do give them the fullest credit for the very best of motives 
and patriotism and about which I have not the slightest doubt, but I 
will entreat them. I will appeal to them to make it possible for us to 
gj back once more to the Congress fold. When they do that, there 
will be no necessity for our voting on behalf of Government or on the 
side of Government. If they can do that, then the gentlemen who are 
sitting over there will pack and board the next ship to take them 
back to England. Let them not do it by domineering over the Moslem 
community, but conceding to them what is good for the people, good for 
the country and good for all communities. We stand here for equal 
rights; we are against domination by autocrats; we do not want 
autocracy in any shape; we want freedom for all castes, creeds and com- 
munities and equal opportunities for all. (Cries of “ Hear, hear.”) 

Tha Hon’blt Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHOUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: I beg to accept the motion moved by Mr. 
A. K. Fazl-ul Huq. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: As a matter of fact, Mr. Fasl-ul 
Huq made his speech on the substantive resolution; he did not move 
his amendment at all. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What does then the Hon’ble Member want to 
accept? I am, perhaps, to divide the amendment in two parts, and pnt 
the first part to vote firsi . 
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fftai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: A point of order has been 
raised by Babu Akhil Chandra Datta to the effect that Mr. Fasl-ul Huq 
did not move his amendment at all; he simply made a speech. I do 
not know, Sir, how in spite of this you are going to thrust his amend- 
ment on this House. 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: I would also like to observe that Mr. Fasl-ul Huq 
did not move his amendment, but spoke on the original resolution. 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ : I was under that impression, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, your amendment falls to the ground 
as not being moved. 

The following motion was not moved and, therefore, deemed to be 
withdrawn : — 

Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move, by way of amendment, that for 
the words “to assist the C unmi^sion,” the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

“ to constitute the Indian wing to the Commission in the 
province ” ; and 

the following be added at the end, namely : — 

“ with instructions to convey to the Commission the deliberate 
opinion of this Council, that India under present condition is 
not fit for any system of repiesentative Government." 

Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: T hog to withdraw the amendment that stand* 
in my name. I expect to move it as a Substantive motion ut a later date 
which I believe His Excellency the Governor is going to fix. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — , 

“ Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM to move, by way of amendment, that for 
the words “to assist the Commission ” the following be substituted, 
namely : — 

u to hold joint conference with the Commission and that it be an 
instruction to the Committee to convey to the Commission that it is 
the opinion of this Council that — 

( a ) the statu* of India should be that of a self-governing Dominion 
under the British Crown as an equal partner in the Common- 
wealth of Nations within the British Empire and that 
necessary steps be taken to give adequate expression and 
effect to such status in the relations of India with Britain, 
the other self-governing Dominions with the British Empire 
and with the foreign countries; 
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( b ) the constitution of India be on the basis of a Federation of 

autonomous States, the Federal or Central Government 
administering only such subjects as concern the whole of 
India ; 

( c ) the present system of Government in the provinces popularly 

known as the Diarchy be abolished and full responsible 
Government be inaugurated in the provinces; 

(d) in the constitutional instruments the citizens’ rights as recog- 

nised by all civilised Governments be defined and reasonable 
and appropriate safeguards be provided for the protection of 
the rights and interests of minorities; 

(e) special attention of the Simon Commission should be specifically 

and emphatically drawn to the effect of the Meston Settle- 
ment on the working of the Government of Bengal and in 
lieu of the Settlement fresh financial adjustments be made 
on sound lines; 

(/) appropriate provisions be made for the proper and effective 
representation of important sections of the population in the 
various legislatures and other statutory self-governing public 
bodies ; 

(g) in the recruitment of the public services due regard be paid 

not solely to academic qualifications of the candidates, but 
to the need for securing the widest possible confidence in the 
administration by averting a communal or class monopoly; 

(h) for effectuating the nbovement ioned subjects, all necessary and 

appropriate measures be adopted ; 

and that at the conclusion ot it- Conference with the Commissi an the 
Committee should make a report to this Council in order that proper 
decisions may he arrived at on the various questions involved in carry- 
ing out the above principles in the future constitution of India and 
the same be communicated to the Commission together with a copy *of 
the proceedings of the Council in connection therewith/' 

Maillvi ABDUL KARIM: On the grounds stated by Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahim, I also withdraw the motion standing in my name. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Maillvi ABDUL KARIM to move, by way of amendment, that in 
the resolution — 

( 1 ) for the word “ assist ” the words " work jointly with ” be sub* 
sti fated; and 

(&) the following be added at the end of the resolution, namely: — 

" according to the general policy to be laid down by this 
Council regarding matters of fundamental importance, 
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such as full dominion status, provincial autonomy, prin- 
ciple of responsibility in the Central Government, 
Indianisation of services including defence and marine, 
protection of the rights and interests of minorities, re- 
adjustment of the Meston Settlement, and to report to thie 
Council the results of their work immediately on its 
completion.” 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I withdraw this motion so that we may 
be able to discuss it in greater detail at a later date. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY to move, by way of amendment, that 
the following proviso be added, namely: — 

44 Provided that the said Committee are not to agree to any constitu- 
tion for India which does not — 

(/) guarantee to India dominion form of Government within a 
fixed limit of time; and 

( 2 ) forthwith grant full provincial autonomy and responsible 
Government, including control of its finances, to the 
provinces.” 

Rai Bahadur JADUNATH MAZUMDAR: As the principle of my 
motion has been accepted, I do not move my motion. 

The following motion was called but not moved and therefore 
deemed to be withdrawn: — 

Rai Bahadur JADUNATH MAZUMDAR to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the following be added at the end of the resolution, namely : — 

“ Provided, first that the members of the Committee appointed 
are allowed to enjoy equal powers with the members of the Commission 
in the matter of evidence that may he placed before the latter; and, 
secondly, that the Report of the said Committee shall be placed before 
this Council for approval l>efore submission to the said Commission.” 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : May I have your leave to move the 
next three together, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, you may. But there will be separate 
voting on each. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I beg to move, by way of amendment, 
that the following proviso be added, namely: — 

44 Provided that the membens of the Committee appointed by this 
Couneil are given absolutely the same status and powers as fhe members 
of the Statutory Commission, specially as regards the examination of 
witnesses, and access to confidential papers and documents. 
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I also move, by way of amendment, that the following proviso be 
added, namely: — 

“ Provided that before the Committee appointed by the Council 
make their report, they should submit the same to the Council for an 
expression of opinion thereon by this Council.” 

I further move, by way of amendment, that the following proviso 
be added, namely: — 

“ provided that it be an instruction to the Committee not to begin 
its labour of assisting the Statutory Commission until the Local Govern- 
ment publishes the memorandum prepared by it for submission to the 
Statutory Commission and this Council gets an opportunity of express- 
ing its views on it.” 

€45 p.m. 

It is hardly necessary to preface my amendments with any remarks, 
as they speak for themselves, and all of us and the public outside are 
fully aware of the various phases of the controversy in respect of the 
Simon Commission. We are not opposing the appointment of a Com- 
mittee, as such, to assist the Commission, if equal status in Bengal and 
equal access to papers and evidence are given us, but we are anxious 
that any recommendation that should be made by our Committee should 
be a reflex of the opinion of the majority of the members of the Council 
on the question of what the future constitution of India should be, and 
should be based on a national programme. We have been constrained 
to take up this attitude not without much conflict of emotions. We are 
met in the first instance with the spectacle of the greatest leaders of 
moderate Indian public opinion, such as Mr. Jinnah, Sir Ali Imam, 
Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and Sir Sivaswamy Iyer and a host of others, 
refusing to co-operate with the Commission, because they feel and,j in 
our opinion, rightly feel, that Indians were deliberately excluded from 
the Commission, and even after the whole of India rose to express its 
indignation, the insult was repeated in provocative language. We 
realise that a joint opposition will go far to bring home to the British 
public the depth of our indignation, but, unfortunately, disruptive 
influences have been at work : one party rises against another, there is 
a cleavage as between community and community and within com- 
munities themselves, and people will be forthcoming to express views 
nnd opinions before the Commission that may materially injure our 
national aspirations. 

On the one hand, if the All-Parties Conference comes to a decision, 
which is reasonably unanimous, it will be endorsed by all sections of the 
people, it will and must carry far more weight in any scheme of future 
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reconstruction whether it is submitted before the Commission or not- 
than any possible memoranda that we can place before the Commission, 
nay, more than the. recommendations of the Commission itself; but, on 
the other hand, there is possibility of failure, and persons must be 
there who will fight tooth and nail to see that no agreement is arrived 
at; and will make every attempt to show that Indian statesmanship is 
bankrupt, and the only alternative is to submit our case before a third 
party. Then again, logically speaking, these Provincial Committees 
do not fit into the scheme at all. If an All-India Representative 
Committee had been in existence, the Provincial Committees would 
have some meaning, for what we want is that Indians as well, just as 
much as the members of the Commission, must be in a position to 
arrive at decisions with regard to all-India problems, and co-ordinate 
the views and the opinions and interests of the various provinces. Such 
a Committee has been turned down by the Assembly; but the existence 
of such a Committee is a sine qua non for the suitable functioning of 
provincial Committees. In our opinion, every effort must be made to 
form such a Committee, otherwise, Government need not be surprised if 
at a later stage the Council withdraws its co-operation from the Simon 
Commission. Then, again, it has to be conceded that the evident 
desire of Sir John Simon to repair the mistakes of the Secretary of 
State for India, to the limits of his power, has to some extent succeeded 
in mollifying our sense of outraged dignity. We know that he has a 
very difficult task before him; conflicting interests, and factious views 
are the heritage of a nation in bondage, but lie has sacrificed much to 
shoulder the burden, and it is deal that he i> deeply anxious to plueate 
Indian opinion. Further, everyone must have noted the satisfaction 
that is expressed even in the boycott Piess with memoranda submitted 
by promient people that give expression to our nationalist aspirations 
and demands, such as the memorandum submitted by the ex-Minister 
of Bihar and Orissa. We have, therefore, decided that though we are 
a mere Provincial Committee and may do little good, we may succeed 
in counteracting prejudicial influences, and we shall accept the fart 
accompli for the purpose of ensuring that the nationalist demands do 
not go by default. 

Now, so far as my amendment with regard to equal status and 
opportunities to go into evidence is concerned, Government and Sir 
John Simon have conceded as much as they could. Certainly, we do not 
enjoy the same status, our report will be lost in that vast annexure that 
will go with the Commission’s Report; we do not delude ourselves with 
the belief that the Royal Commission and our Committee will be on a 
par even in considering the interests of the province, but we cannot 
fail to realise that as much as is possible has been conceded on the point. 
When the question of the All-India Committee is at stake, it is un- 
necessary to quibble over the rights and dignities of the Provincial 
Committee. - 
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Next comes my amendment No. 16, that the Committee do place its 
report before the Council for the expression of the views of the Council 
thereon before submission. Government have rightly pointed out the 
difficulties in the way of the Council reviewing the decisions of the 
Committee. , 1 know that the recommendations of a Committee are not 
lightly interfered with by the Council ; I know that should there be a 
variance, it may be suggested that the Committee being the first Court 
has seen the witnesses and considered the evidence over several days. 

I know that the influence of the seven members of the Committee will 
be cast in favour of the Report ; nevertheless, in view of the fact that 
we are placing no limitation on their discretion at this stage, in view 
also that the decisions must be in consonance with certain fundamental 
principles, and that we cannot surrender our views to seven members, 
however estimable they may be, I have no other alternative but to presa^ 
this amendment. 

My amendment No. 17, which Government desire to oppose, is in 
effect an attempt to induce the Government to publish its memorandum, 
and permit the Council to express its views thereon. The reason is 
obvious. We have all along been told thut the Legislative Council is 
part of the Government, though obviously not on its executive side^ 
that the Executive Council and the Legislative Council form one 
component whole, known as Government, that it is the duty of the 
Legislative Council to keep a watch on the Executive side, check its 
vagaries, bring it into line with public opinion, help it in a proper and 
just administration, ventilate the views of the people and perform the 
numerous other functions which a representative legislature is called 
on to perform. But now the executive part of Government would like 
to put itself on the same plane as any private body or group of indi- 
viduals, although two of its members are believed to be representatives 
of the non-official opinion of the Council. Do Government desire to 
lay down the proposition that the interests of the Government are 
opposed to the interests of the people? If Government say that their 
memorandum are the views of the bureaucracy, moderated and toiled 
by helpful suggestions from the Ministers, then and only then can the 
action of Government in placing an independent memorandum and not 
taking the Council into its confidence be justified. If this be so, then 
let Government frankly declare that its memorandum expresses the 
views of the Service, and deal only with administrative difficulties, or 
with safeguarding the interests of the Service, But let it not be considered 
the report of a Government charged with looking after the interests 
of the people of the province. The purpose of the appointment of an 
Indian wing, or an adjunct, or a conference, or a body of assistants, 
is to show that you have confidence in us. You cannot affirm and 
reprobate at the same time. If you have confidence in us, are yon 
prepared to place your memorandum before the Joint ConUnittee for 
discussion; are you prepared to disclose those dread and dark secrete 
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^|at you so much fear to expose ; are you prepared to act according to 
your protestations and appear as witnesses before a Committee ? If 
you do not do so, we shall consider that your protestations that this 
Committee has equal status and powers with regard to provincial matters 
are only lip protestations. If you send your views behind our back to 
the Secretary of State or to the Simon Commission when it sits in 
England, we shall be constrained to consider it as an act of hostility. 
If Government give us an assurance that they will withhold nothing 
from the Committee, that no recommendations will be exclusively sent 
to England, then I shall he prepared to withdraw this amendment, 
provided that my previous amendment, namely, the revision by the 
Council of the recommendations of the Committee is carried. If 
Government do not give us the assurance, but hold that they will send 
it behind the back of the Committee, we shall treat it us a mark of no- 
confidence on the Committee by the Government, and I shall press the 
amendment for the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI 
CHAUDHURI Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Sir, on behalf of Govern- 
ment, I beg to accept the first two amendments moved by 
f Mr. Suhrawardy. The Hon’ble Mr. Marr will explain Government’s 
attitude as regards his third amendment. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: All I want to say is that, though 
Government have been able to accept the first and second amendments 
moved by Mr. Suhrawardy, they cannot possibly accept his third amend- 
ment. 

As far as Government are concerned, it is their duty to supply all 
papers to the Statutory Commission, and it is for the Statutory’ Com- 
mission to supply papers to the Committee of this House. I may, how- 
ever, remind the House what the Nawab Bahadur has, I think, already 
mentioned, that so far as the Punjab is concerned, the Statutory Com- 
mission have directed that all papers and materials for the Punjab ‘will 
be sent to the Punjab Committee 

R«« HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: Subject to the President s 
right to withhold anything at hi« discretion. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: But there is no question that so far as 
Bengal is concerned, it is in exactly the same position as the Punjab, 
and whatever materials are sent to the Commission will surely be sent 
on to the Bengal Committee. May I read the telegrams bearing on 
this subject? 

This is from the Government of India to the Statutory Commission : — 

" Committee formed by Punjab legislative Council to co-operate 
with Statutory Commission wishes to receive forthwith copies of 
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Punjab Government’s memoranda consisting of a description of the 
working of the reformed constitution, advance copies of which have 
been already presented to the Commission, and desires the orders of the 
Commission on its request to be obtained. The only comment made 
by the Local Government in forwarding the request is that the material 
is provisional and liable to modification. The instructions of the Com- 
mission, if communicated to Government of India, would be conveyed 
by them to the Committee through the Local Government.” 

In reply the Commission said: — 

“ Your telegram of 22nd instant. Instructions were sent by mail 
14th June to officer in charge, Statutory Commission, New Delhi office, 
to forward to Punjab Committee the Punjab material received to that 
date, including Punjab Government’s memoranda to which you refer. 
Officer in charge, New Delhi, has now been asked by telegraph to send 
these particular documents forthwith in advance of rest of material 
specified in mail instructions. He has been asked to apply to Punjab 
Government for more copies if he requires them. Would you ask 
that Government to comply with any such request? Commission would 
prefer that Local Government should not send any material direct to 
Punjab Committee, both i n order to preserve correct procedure and also 
to obviate any risk of some material reaching Committee before it is in 
hands of Commission itself.” 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: That is not the whole of 
it. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Is it in order on the part of 
any member to deny a statement made by Government? 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of personal 
explanation, Sir. I do not deny the statement made by the Hon’ble 
Member, but I do say that it is not the whole of it. Sir John Simon 
has said that he will use his discretionary power as President to protect 
witnesses. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Mr. Chaudhuri seems to know more 
about it than I do. I have read the whole telegram. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, I must accept the statement made 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, and it seems to me that if the Punjab 
procedure is followed here, the memorandum of the Government of 
Bengal will be placed before the Committee. In view of this, I do not 
intend to press my third amendment. 
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The following motions were then put and agreed to: — 

That the following proviso be added to the resolution of the Hon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawub Ali Chaudhuri. Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari, namely : — 

“Provided that the members of the Committee appointed by this 
Council are given absolutely the same status and powers as the members 
of the Statutory Commission, specially as regards the examination of 
witnesses, and access to confidential papers and documents." 

That the following proviso lie added to the resolution of the Ilon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari, namely : — 

“ Provided that befoie the Committee appointed by t lie Council 
make their report, they should submit the same to the Council for an 
expression of opinion thereon by this Council.” 


The following motion was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY to move, by way of amendment, that the 
following proviso be added, namely : — 

“ Provided that it he an instruction to the Committee not to begin 
its labour of assisting the Statutory Commission until the Local Govern- 
ment publishes the memorandum prepared by it tor submission to the 
Statutory Commission and this Council gets an oppoitunity of express- 
ing its views on it.” 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawub Ali 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari, as amended by the Council, 
was then put, and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Abbott. Mr. E. 0 . 

Afxal, Maulvi Sytd Muhammad. 

Ahimad, Maulvi Katiruddin. 

Ahmad, Khan Sahatfur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. Altaf. 

Cattails, Mr. A. 

Chatarji, tht Han'blt Sir Nalini Ranjan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Saha^'ir Maulvi Hahzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Nurul Huq. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'blt Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, af 
Dhanbari. 

Chaudhury, Maulvi Salam Mawia. 
Cbawdhury, Maulvi K harsh td Alam. 

Caban, Mr. D., 4. 

Cappingtr, Lt^Cal. W. v. 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 


! Dty, Mr. 0. 0. 

Downing, Mr. T. W. 

Drummond, Mr. J. 0. 

Dutl, Mr. Q. 8. 

Eddit, Mr. A. Mod. 

Faraqui, Khan Bahadur K. 0. M. 

Fyft, Mr. 4. H. 

Ohata, Mr. M. C. 

Ohumavi, Alhadj fir Abdalharim. 

Caanka, Rai Bahadur Badridat. 

Qofran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Cordon, Mr. A. 0. 

Cuba, Mr. P, N. 

Habibutlah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haqut, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Atixul. 
Hapfcynt, Mr. W. f. 

Hatain, tha Han'blt Nawab Mutharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 
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Huq. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ckramul. 
Huq> Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Husain, Klwn Bahadur Maulvi tyad 
Maqbul. 

Hussain, Maulvi Latafat. 

Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad, 
alamos, Mr. F. i. 

Xassm, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamizuddin. 

Khhn, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Luka, Mr. N. R. 

Maguirt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, ths Hon’bls Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. S. 

Mazumdar, Rai Bahadur Jadunath. 
MeCluskit, Mr. E. T. 

Millar, Mr. C. C. 

Mittsr, ths Hon’bls Sir Prsvash Chundsr. 
Morgan, Mr. 0. 


Muktrji, Mr. S. C. 

Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Parrott, Mr. F. 

Prsntiss, ths Hon’bls Mr. W. D. R. 
Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Ray Ohaudhri, Mr. K. C. 

RSid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Frasad Singh. 

Sashas, Mr. F. A. 

Sarktr, Rai Sahib Rsbati Mohan. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdus. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajoo Abdool. 
Shah, Mr. Qholam Hossain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupondra Narayan, 
of Nashipur. 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Staplston, Mr. H. E. 

Thomas, Mr. H. W. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 


NOES. 


Aeharjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta, of Muktagaoha, Mymtnaingh. 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. 

Bagshi, Babu Romos Chandra. 

Bansrjsa, Dr. Pramathanath. 

Bansrjss, Babu Promotha Nath. 
Bannsrjss, Babu Jitsndralal. 

Basu, Babu Sasi Sskhar. 

Basu, Mr. F. C. 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. 

Biswas, Babu Sursndra Nath. 

Boss, Babu Bojoy Krishna. 

Boss, Mr. S. C. 

Boss, Mr. Subhas Chandra. 

Chakravartl, Babu Jog indr a Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattsrjss, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harsndranath. 

Das Gupta, Dr. 4. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Datta, Babu Amulya Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagsndra Nath. 

Ghoss, Babu Amarsndra Nath. 

Ghosh Maulik, Mr. Satysndra Chandra. 
Gupta, Mr. Jogtsh Chandra. 


Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. 

Hoquo, Kazi Emdadul. 

Khan, Babu Dsbondra Lai. 

Lala, Babu Saroda Kripa. 

Maiti, Babu Mahsndra Nath. 

Moitra, Srijut Jogsndra Nath. 

Muksrjoa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, MaharaJ Kumar Sris Chandra. 
Nacksr, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Dob. 

Ray, Babu Sursndra Nath. 

Ray. Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Srijut Radha Qobinda. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satysndra 
Nath. , 

Sanyal, Babu Saohindra Narayan. 

Sarkor, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Son, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Son, Srijut Nagsndra Nath. 

Son Gupta, Mr. 4, M. 


The Ayes being 72 and the Noes 50, the motion was carried. 


Adjournment 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 11th 
July, 1928, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



ProcMdings of tho Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta 
on Wednesday, the 11th July, 1928, at 3 p.m. 


Present : 

The Hon’ble the President (Raja Manmvtha Nath Ray Ciiai'diium, 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of t he Executive 
Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 122 nominated and elected 
members. 


8tarred Questions 
(to which oral answers were given). 

Bhairab Schemes. 

25. 8rijut NACENDRA NATH SEN : Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Depaitment of Irrigation be pleased to lav a statement 
on the table showing the lespeetive stag** the following schemes have 
reached, namely: — 

(i) the excavation of the Bhairab river near Alaipur in the Khulna 
district ; 

(it) the canalisation of the Bhairub river in the Jessore and the 
Nadia districts; 

(tii) the dredging of the dried up portions of the source of the 
following rivers : — 

(1) the Bhairab, 

(2) the Kobadak, 

(3) the Batna, 

(4) the Ichamati, 

(5) the Jumna, and 

(iv) the excavation of the khal below' the Satkhira subdivi&ional 
town in the Khulna district? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (the 
Hon’Ma N«wab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab A9i Chaudhttri, Khan Bahadur, 
of Dhanhari): The reply in in a statement which is laid on the table. 



184 


QUESTIONS. 


[11th Jult 

Statement referred to in the reply of starred question No* 25* 

( i ) The project has been approved by Government and awaits 
fund. 

(it) The scheme for the improvement of the Bhairab in the Jessore 
district has been sent to the Collector of Jessore for taking 
action under the Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement 
Act VI of 1920. 

The project in the Nadia district is under preparation. 

Hit) (1) The scheme for dredging the reaches above the Afra Khal 
is under the consideration of Government. 

(2) The scheme is the same as that mentioned in the second 
portion of (it) above. 

(d) The scheme has been sent to the Collector of Jessore to 
enquire whether the people to be benefited are willing 
to pay the cost. 

(4) There is no special scheme for the river Ichamati. 

(5) A revised estimate is expected shortly. 

(tv) The Survey has been completed. 

Civil Court Buildings in Howrah. 

26. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: ( a ) Has the atten- 
tion of the Ilon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department been 
drawn to the condition of .the civil court buildings in Howrah? 

(b) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the roofs of the main civil 
court buildings and of the Bar Association have been leaking badly 
whenever there has been a smart shower of rain, for the last 7 or 8 years? 

tr) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the attention of the officers 
of the Public Works Department has been drawn year after year to the 
inconvenience of the public due to the leaky condition of the roofs but 
no effective steps have been taken to permanently remove these incon- 
veniences ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the verandah of the southern 
block of the criminal court buildings at Howrah although constructed 
only a few years back has been badly leaking every year? 

{e) Has the attention of the Hon’ble Member been drawn to the 
letter of the Secretary of the Howrah Bar Association addressed to the 
Public Works Department authorities in Howrah about the damage 
caused to the books and furniture of the Association by the recent heavy 
rains? 

{f) What action, if any, do the Government intend to take to prevent 
the recurrence of such troubles and inconveniences in the future P 
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MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon^M 
Mr. W. D. R. Prentice): (a) No. 

( b) No complaint was received about the main civil court building. 
A complaint was received by the local Public, Works Department officer 
in June, 1928, regarding the roof of the Bar Association room and the 
roof is under repairs. 

(r ) The roof of' the main court building was covered with an asphalt 
roofing in 1924 and no complaint has been received. The same covering 
is now being applied to the roof of the Bar Association room. 

id) The verandah was re-terraced in 1926-27 and no complaints have 
since been received by the Public Works Department. 

(e) A complaint was received from the Bar Association on 15th June 
and prompt action was taken bv local Public Works Department officers. 

(f) The member is referred to answer to (c). 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: Is the IWhle Member 
aware that a complaint was made to the local Public Works Department 
about the leakage of the roof of the civil court buildings, as far back 
as 1924 ? 

The MoiPble Mr. W. D. R. PRENTICE: Presumably, as in reply to 
(c), I have stated that the roof of the main court building was covered 
with an asphalt looting in that year. 


Unstarred Question 

(answer to which was laid on the table). 

Distress in Murshidabad. 

32. Maharaj Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: Will the Hon 'hie 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue lie pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of people affected by famine in the district of 

Murshidabad ; 

(ii) the total area affected; 

(i?i) details of the relief work that has lieen undertaken by the 
Government; and 

(ir) the amount spent up to date by the Government on famine 
relief operations Y 

MEMBER in eharga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (tho Hon’bla 
Sir Nalini Ranjan Chatarji): The population of the affected area is 

about 1,29,000.' 
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(it) About 380 square miles. 

Oil) and (ir) Details of the relief work are not immediately avail- 
able. 

The amounts spent are as follows : — 

Re. 

Advances to District Board for Test Relief works ... 74,000 

Land Improvement and Agricultural Loans ... 1,14,240 

Gratuitous Relief ... ... ... 4,000 

Maharaja Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: Is the Hon’ble Mem. 
ber awure that distress is still acute in some parts o*f the district? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: There is distress 
in some parts but it is not so acute as it was. 

MaharaJ Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: If so, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to make further grants? 

The Hon’ble 8ir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: That will depend 
upon the recommendations of the local ofhcers. 


Point of Order. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: On a point of information, may we know if this 
meeting is going to deal with official business or non-official business? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: This day was given by His Excellency the 
Governor for the discussion of the adjournment motion, and also to 
transact such other business as was not finished yesterday. 4 

Mr. 8. C. BOSE: On a point of order, Sir may I draw your attention 
to a circular letter sent to tbe members of this Council on the 31st May 
last, definitely stating that the sole business of this( session, which 
is to last two days, will be the discussion of the Government business 
regarding the Simon Commission ? I rise to a point of order and ask 
if the adjournment motion can be proceeded with. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. It is up to His Excellency the Governor to extend 
the time. 

Mr. 8UBHA8 CHANDRA B08E * May we enquire if you have decided 
to expunge that portion of the speech of our leader, Mr. Sen Gupta, 
delivered yesterday? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: That you will know subsequently. 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: When may we expect to know 
that? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you will call at the office after a few days, you 
will be able to obtain that information. 

R«i HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : May 1 know under which 
rule you are authorised to expunge any portion of a member’s speech ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou will find that in my order, if I quote any 
rule at all. 

RaiHARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Are we not entitled to know 
that now? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell you that I have not passed any written 
order yet, and I think it is not reasonable on your part to ask for any 
information with regard to an order until it is actually passed. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: 1 am not inquiiing for 
any information. My point is this : under which rule ure you authorised 
to expunge any portion of a speech of any member? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have already told you that I am not inclined 
to answer that question at present; when I puss a written order to 
expunge the objectionable portion of the speech referred to, it will lie 
shown to you if you will call at the office. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: May I call the attention of the (’hair to rule 105 
of the Rules of Business and Standing Orders of this Council? The 
rule says : “ The Secretary shall also cause to be prepared a full report 
of the proceedings of the Council at each of its meetings, and publish 
it as soon as practicable.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have I not already decided that that matter in 
not under discussion now? 

Mr. SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE: I)o we take it that you have not 
passed any orders yet? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have not paused any written order yet. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: If we do not go to vour office, shall we not know 
your order? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: No. 
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Motion for Adjournment of the Business of the Council. 

Srijut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I rise to move a motion 
for the adjournment of the business of the Council for the purpose of 
discussing 1 a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the 
serious situation that has arisen out of the inadequacy of steps taken 
by the Government for relief of the people of some districts in Bengal 
distressed by famine. 

Sir, after the heut arising out the controversy regarding the Simon 
Commission is over, I am bringing in the motion for the consideration 
of the hon’ble members of this House, a motion which is above all 
controversy, a motion for which every section of the House is in entire 
sympathy for it is a common danger affecting the Hindus and Muham- 
madans in an equal degree. No politics can cloud its clear issues, no 
communal question can delay its immediate decision. Sir, the agonies 
of the afflicted people starving for months together, with no food to 
satisfy their hunger, with no water to quench their thirst, with no 
shelter to protect them from heat and cold, sun and rain, crying in 
utter helplessness, with death staring them in their very face have 
actuated me to bring this motion before this House. My words fail 
to describe in detail the miserable condition of the.se unfortunate 
persons. But 1 can assure my hon’ble friends that what I say here is 
truth, based on actual facts and there is no exaggeration or misstate- 
ment. I have actually ■'een the conditions of these people in the 
villages, enquired in detail about them and I shall fail in duty towards 
God, humanity and my constituency if I do not lay before the House 
all these facts, and appeal to the hon’ble members to extend their 
helping hand. 

Mr. 8. C. B08E: On a point of order, Sir. Is not the member 
entitled to the undivided attention of the Chair? 

Mr. PRESIDENT : How do you eome to that conclusion that he is 
not receiving it? It is not your business to make a suggestion like 
that. I may, however, tell you that I was listening to the speech while 
giving some instructions to the Secretary. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Then you must be a superman. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 

Mr. 8. G. BOSE: T rise to protest against the observations of the 
Chair. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I may tell you most emphatically that it is not 
ytmr business to remind me of my duty. Will you please sit down? 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: I rise on n point of order aud my point is this : 
Is not a member who is addressing the House entitled to the undivided 
attention of the Chair? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of order, and I rule you out 
of order. 

Sri jut BIJAY KUMAR CHATTERJEE: I think you are already 
aware that famine of a very acute type is prevailing in many districts 
of Bengal, riz. t Bankura, Dinajpur, Murshidabud, Birbhum, Khulna, 
Malda and Burdwan, due to failure of crops. As representatives of 
different famine-stricken districts they have been intimately acquainted 
with the facts and figures of their respective di\stii<ts. There has beeu 
considerable agitation in the newspapers, appeals for help have appealed 
in the press, photographs of famine-stricken persons have been pub- 
lished. And many philanthropic organisations are trying their be*t to 
give relief to the people. The net work of congress committees all 
over Bengal are doing their best and the Provincial Congiess Coni- 
mittee; the Ramkrishna Mission are tendering valuable services. 
Although they are trying their best to sine the lives nf the people 
(and I here take this opportunity to convey in v thanks as well as the 
thanks of my colleagues foi the selfless woik of the organisers aud 
members of these philanthropic and benevolent i list i tut ion * ), still the 
relief measures are absolutely insufficient for the great task before us. 

But for this situation 1. cannot help feeling deep resentment aud 
disappointment at the unreasonable attitude which the Government has 
so far taken. I cannot presume what may be the motive behind of 
minimising the effect of famine, except vanity and the desire for 
boasting of the excellence and superiority of the British character of 
administration with which we are too familiar. 

Speaking of my native district of Bankura I may say this that so 
far back a.-. October, 1927. when we could find indications of the future 
distress of the people due to failure of crops for want of rains, we tried 
to draw the attention of the Government to the serious situation. I 
met Mr. Symons, the then Collector of Bankura, and he frankly told 
me that he would try to do his l>est, and we agreed that in this matter 
officials and non-officials and congressmen should work together. At 
that time Babu Anadiranjan Bose, the Sadar Subdivisional Officer of 
Bankura was present. And although the District Magistrate was con- 
vinced of the gravity of the situation, and I myself with my own eyes 
saw the seriousness of the situation, the said .Subdivisional Officer, 
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Babu Anadiranjan Bose, simply laughed, and by way of minimising 
the situation exclaimed “ Famine in Sadar subdivision!”. Since then 
this particular officer exercised his evil influence and tried to prevent 
the Government from taking necessary steps. I reported this matter 
to Mr. Hart, the present District Magistrate, and I here openly lay my 
charges against Babu Anadiranjan Bose for having neglected his 
duties as an officer of the Government to allay the distress of the 
famine-stricken people of Bankura Sadar subdivision. And I further 
ask Members of the Executive Council as also the Chief Secretary to 
take a particular note of this, and to arrange for an immediate transfer 
of this Deputy Magistrate. 

In December last I put many questions in this Council. I beg to 
invite the attention of my honourable colleagues to the inaccurate and 
evasive replies which the Government gave on that occasion. In those 
replies we find no mention of Sadar subdivision, although in 7 thanas, 
namely, Barjora, Gangajalghati, Meghia, Chatna, Saltora, Raipur and 
Raniband thanas of the Sadar subdivision acute famine conditions are 
prevailing and relief centres have been opened. And there have been 
cases of death from starvation. The reply to my questions also con- 
tained inaccurate statements and we can quite see the attempt of the 
Government to minimise its gravity. It is also a curious thing that 
although the District Magistrate in his personal capacity made pathetic 
appeals and admitted the fact of famine and distress, the Government 
communique is evasive and disappointing. I admit this His Excellency 
the Governor was kind enough to go to Bankura and to see the situation 
of some parts of the district with his own eyes; he went there during 
the summer, at the sacrifice of his health and comfort, and I thank 
him for the same. Hi* Excellency also attended an informal conference 
in which I think we could convince him of the gravity of the situation 
by facts and figures. While visiting the famine area he expressed his 
opinion that the scene was heart-rending. The people expected much 
from His Excellency, but we are disappointed to find that Nothing 
ultimately came out. I do not know whether this is due to the fact 
that His Excellency found it impossible to break the civilian clique, 
and I may be permitted to quote His Excellency’s words : “ His 
colleagues in the Executive Council were not convinced that the situa- 
tion was such as to justify the Government in declaring famine.” And 
I am .sorry to point out that these honourable colleagues of His 
Excellency are not to pay for this famine out of their own pockets, 
nor are they to collect this sum for charity from Great Britain, or 
virgin Mayo’s country, but from the revenues of India. May I remind 
those hon’ble gentlemen that there is such a thing as Famine Insurance 
Fund? W r hat is being done with this fund, and for what purpose is 
it maintained? Sir, the situation of the country is really very grave, 
the sufferings of the people are incalculable. In my district alone, 
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♦bout 50,000 people are affected, and even if we exclude 48,000 and 
attempt to give relief to only 2,000 people with only 4 annas per day, 
this means 8,000 annas every day, amounting to Rs. 600 per day which 
comes up to a figure of Rs. 15,000 per month, to save only 2,000 people 
out of 50,000. And we find that on gratuitous relief the Government 
has spent only Rs. 12,000 up till now in Bnnkura. The l^and Improve- 
ment lvoans, the Agricultural Loans so far granted for relief works ate 
quite insufficient for the purpose, because both the two subdivisions, 
namely, Sadar and Bishnupur, have been affected. In Bishnupur sub- 
division, Kotalpur, Patrashgarh, Sonaiuukhi, Indus, Joypore and 
Jayrampur thanas have been affected, and the condition of the people 
is horrible. These poor people have sold their all — their cattle, their 
utensils, their working tools and instruments Mich as axe", forks, spades, 
hammers and everything. They are living on ladled leaves, mowhu 
fruits, etc., and getting diarrhoea and other diseases. Before the rains 
they could not get a drop of water to quench their thirst. There was 
no fodder for their cattle, and although the Government may take con- 
solation from the fact that rains have set in, and the labourers can 
get work now, I say that people have no money to purchase *eeds, 
cattle and instruments. They cannot get sufficient agricultural loans 
from Government; the Circle Officers and the Sadar Subdivisional 
Officers are refusing to graht loans to those persons who would not 
accept the Union Boards, who would not give votes to the nominees and 
favourites of the Government during the last Local Board election. T 
say all this from my personal knowledge, and I can corroborate my 
statement. Thus, although there is rain now, the people are helpless 
in the matter of cultivation. Then what of the old. diseased and dis- 
abled persons as well as children who cannot work ? Who will save 
the lives of these people? And even the labourers who are getting 
work now would be out of employment in September and October, when 
the situation will be worst. Apart from the question of food, there i* 
the quqgtion of savin# these unfortunate persons from rain and cold, 
as there is no straw’ on their thatch, and the huts have nearly collapsed. 
The rains would bring in malaria, influenza and these furnished persons 
with no vitality to withstand the attacks of these diseases will fall an 
easy prey. Then, pray, who will supply doctors, medicine and diet to 
these unfortunate persons? So the gravity during the rains is not less 
than what it was before, and the work before the Government and the 
public is also very great, if not greater. Then, there is no cloth to 
cover the bodies from shame or cold, so that women cannot come out 
of their huts even for begging or taking doles or for working to save 
their lives. 

I have personal knowledge of these facts, and I can cite numerous 
instances where such women, with their children were starving for days 
together when the Congress relief volunteers got information about 
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them. When the volunteers went there with rice to their huts, the 
unfortunate women could not come out, but with faltering voice 
narrated the heart-rending condition, and the volunteers had to leave 
the food and a piece of cloth at the door and came away. Since then, 
they could come out for begging, and I may tell the House that but 
for the appearance of these relief volunteers, the women would have 
died with their children. How far the Government officers have 
neglected their duty can be seen from the facts that death from star- 
vation has actually taken place. All cases have not come to our know- 
ledge, but the case of which I .shall now tell my hon’ble friends is one 
about which I have taken personal care to find out the troth. Recently 
I had been to the interior of the district and I came to learn that one 
Khiroda Bowrani, of village Nabagrain in Kapistha Basin of Ganga- 
jhalghati thana, died of starvation. I took particular care to find out 
whether it was a case of death from any sort of illness, as it is the 
tendency of the District Officers to attribute the cause of death to ill- 
ness, and I can assure the House that she was suffering from no illness 
whatsoever, except starvation. In other cases I got information of 
death from starvation from some villages, and on enquiry 1 learned 
that although they were starving for days together, they died of some 
diseases developing out of weakness from istarvation. So T did not give 
particulars of these cases here. And when these unfortunate country- 
men are dying, do you know what the district authorities of Bankura 
nre doing}' They are promulgating section 144 orders. Mr. Hart, the 
District Magistrate, is prosecuting Srijut Kamul Krishna Ray, late 
Chairman, Bankura Municipality, and Secretary, Central Famine 
Relief Committee, of which the District Magistrate is the President, 
and was busy arresting the members of the public granting them no 
bail, and the Sadar Subdivisional Officer, Balm Anadiranjnn Bose, of 
Oharmunair fame, is issuing section 144 orders against Srijut Gobinda 
Prasad Sinha, President of the District Congress Committee. Both 
■Srijut Kamul Krishna Roy and Gobinda Prasad Sinha are the lif^ and 
soul of relief work, and Kamal Babu’s piosecution would practically 
-stop the relief w’ork in Bankura. He is saving the lives of thousands 
■of those famine-stricken people by his selfless devotion and work. 
Famine relief work, it seems to me, is no part of the duties of these 
officers. I shall not take up any more of your valuable time in trying 
to convince you of the urgency of the matter. Naturally I have told 
much of my own district. I do not w r ant to take much of your time 
although I had many thingK to say, as the other members of this House 
must have an opportunity of saying something about their own 


[The member at this stage having reached the time limit was 
permitted bv the Hon’ble the President to take another minute to 
conclude his speech.] 
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All districts are equally affected and I urge u]>on the Government 
to declare famine immediately in Dinajpur, Murshidabad, Birbhum, 
Burdwan, Nadia, Khulna, Malda and some other districts. If they do 
not perform their duty now, they will be guilty before God and humanity 
and will much more effectively undermine the foundation of this 
Government than even the Swarajists can think of. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH 8EN: I represent the district of 
Khulna of the Presidency Division and, I think, I would be failing 
in my duty if I did not place facts and figures, so far as my district 
is concerned, before the House for their information. It is well known 
that in 1897 the then Collector Mr. Vincent (afterwards Sir William 
Vincent) wrote a treatise on Khulna district in which he described the 
Sadar subdivision of that district as a “ permanent famine area.” 
Although the Hon’ble Member in chaige yesterday did not admit 
that there was scarcity in this particular portion of the district, I 
appeal to Mr. Sachse to .say whether Mr. Vincent did not refer to 
certain portions of the district as permanent famine area. Gover- 
ment is not straightforward to declare that there is famine in an\ 
portion of the district ot Khulna. When Khulna sufftvred terribly 
from the last famine, my own countryman, our distinguished patriot, 
Sir Prafulla Chandra Roy, opened a relief fund, and through his 
energy and tactfulness a serious famine was averted. I should 
state here that we are also grateful to some philanthropic gentlemen 
of Bombay and some mill-owners who gave us Rs. <1 lakhs in cash and 
about Rs. 6,000 in kind. 

Since the great cyclone ot 1919 this portion of the district has been 
in a very serious distress and famine due to flood and successive failure 
of crops and gross apathy of Government in failing to dredge the 
upper reaches of the Bhairab, the Betua, the [chamati and the Mathu- 
Lhanga rivers of the Khulna district. Because of the paucity of sweet 
water, the intake ot the salt water is so great that no cultivation is 
possible without the aid of rains, and therefore the people have l»een 
in terrible distress and famine. 

Like Mr. Chattel jee I have no complaint against the local officers. 
Gn the 29th December, 1927, the Suhdi visional Officer of Satkhira 
wrote to the Collector after personal inspection of the locality that 
conditions were very acute and that Rs. 40,000 as agricultural loans, 
Rs. 20,000 as Land Improvement loans and Rs. 10,000 as gratuitous 
relief were absolutely necessary. The Collector of Khulna was satisfied 
that the figures were correct and that the state of things was as 
depicted by the Subdivisional Officer, and in the middle of January 
Hie Collector sent in his report to Government. Thereafter the present 
Divisional Commissioner, Mr. Sachse, went to the locality personally 
and satisfied himself that the conditions were as stated by the Subdivi- 
sional Officer. He had a talk with the Vice-Ch airmail of our District 
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Board and made it clear to him that Government were willing to 
combat famine conditions, but unfortunately very little action had 
been taken ; the measures taken by Government are entirely inade- 
quate. I appeal to Mr. Sachse to tell the House what he saw with his 
own eyes. 

I may also tell the House that on the 2nd July last at a meeting 
the Collector himself declared that an area of 180 square miles was 
affected and about 90,000 people were in acute distress and 1,000 
people on the verge of starvation. These are not my words, but they 
were the words used by the Collector, Mr. Quinton, at a meeting con- 
vened by himself to devise means for dealing with the famine condi- 
tions in Khulna. 

p.m. 

All thanks to Mr. Quinton : Now the conditions being such that steps 
taken by Government have been very inadequate to meet the situation. 
Ninety thousand people are famine-stricken and 1,000 are on the verge 
of starvation. What is 4,000 rupees which has been advanced for 
gratuitous relief? 

Some complaints have been made with regard to the method and 
manner in which loans have been given. These loans were given at 
a time when sowing season had not commenced. By the time the 
sowing season commenced, the people had already expended it by food 
grains so that at the present moment the cultivators have neither food 
grains nor any seed to sow. In my part of the country sowing season 
continues up till September. If Government do not do anything now, 
people are sure to die. Some people have already begun to die, though 
statistics are not yet available. I accuse the Government that, as 
Khulna is a river district and as it is inundated with saline water 
which interferes with the growth of crops, of being culpable negligent 
in taking proper steps. Government’s negligence has been heinous 
because the inundation is prevent ible. Government have not trietf to 
raise their little finger to help. I, therefore, suggest — we have sug- 
gested it times without number — that unless Government takes action 
to reclaim the upper reaches of the river there is no hope of changing 
the ever-continuing famine conditions in this part of the country. 
Last year there was no rain and, in addition to famine, there was an 
acute scarcity of water. Consequently, there was heavy death roll due 
to cholera and other epidemic diseases. These facts may be verified 
by Government. 

I must confine myself to my district and I want to take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking the members of the Khulna Seva Sanga inaugurated 
by Swami Pronadananda for rendering yeoman’s services during the 
famine of 1921 and ever since then. In this connection, I must also 
say that the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee sent a deputation 
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consisting of Babu Shyam Sunder Chakra varti and Pundit Taranath 
Yedantobagis to enquire into the conditions and they have satisfied 
themselves as to the famine conditions prevailing in Khulna. Cases 
of distress are also appearing in the newspapers daily but Govern- 
ment is adamantine. 

I earnestly appeal to the Hon'hle Member in charge and also to 
His Excellency the Governor not to leave any stone unturned to fight 
the situation. Sir, some remedial measures should be taken in hand 
so that distress may be cured permanently. I hope His Excellency 
will visit the upper reaches of the Jellanghi and of the Bhagimthi 
rivers. I also appeal to the Irrigation Secretary and the Private 
Secretary to His Excellency the Governor to induce His Excellency 
to visit the upper reaches of the Matabhanga also in order that some 
measures might be adopted. In the name of this Council I again 
appeal to His Excellency not to let things drift. 

Maharaj Kumar 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY: Sir, I am glad we 
have been offered an opportunity to discuss this matter of great 
urgency. Though famines are no longer extraordinary in this country, 
yet they are muttters of more concern to the people than Council, 
Committees or Commissions. It is a pity that as the genial author 
of “Twenty-one Days in India” remarked about a half a century back 
— “While the Indian villager has to maintain the glorious phantas- 
magoria of an imperial policy, while he has to support the legions of 
scarlet soldiers, golden chaprasis, powerful politicals and green com- 
missions, he must remain the hunger-stricken, overdriven phantom he 
is.” About 50 years after ue still find that famine is the horizon of 
the Indian villager, insufficient food is the foreground. 

This is not the occasion on which we need go into the causes result- 
ing in famine which have become things of the past in the West, 
recurring in India with the periodicity ot climatic changes. What 
w*e are concerned with is the serious situation that confronts us to-day 
and of which the Hou-e has got an idea from the blue pamphlet which 
was distributed in the Council lobby yesterday. 

To a question put by me the Hon’hle Sir Malini Ranjan Chatarji 
has given the reply to-dav that the population in the affected area in 
the district, which I have the honour to represent, is about 129,000, 
and what has been the amount spent to mitigate their sufferings and 
make it possible for them to weather the squall that has overtaken 
them? The amount spent in gratuitous relief is Rs. 4,000 while the 
loans given for land improvement and agriculture amount to 
Rs. 1,14,240, i.e., not even a rupee per head of the population in the 
affected area, this is sufficient to convince our captious critics that the 
Government help has l*een inadequate. Thanks to the watchfulness 
of our District Magistrate. Mr. French, the Government were made 
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aware of the serious situation early arid advances were made to the 
District Board for test relief work. But we all know that the rate 
at which the workers are paid is inadeqaute and besides those who can 
come to work in these centres, there are others — the old, the infirm, the 
invalid, the child, and the middle class — who cannot come to these 
centres and who prefer death to the dishonour to such manual labour. 

I admit, Sir, that in comparison with the severity of distress in 
some of the sister districts the acuteness of destitution in the district 
of Murshidubad has been less, but in certain parts of the Kandi and 
Jaugipur subdivisions it is as bad as in any other district. It has not 
been possible to offer any help in one police-station Farrukka. 

The 7*ains have yet set in and precious time for agricultural opera- 
tion is being lost for want of seeds, cattle and plough. Dire distress 
has compelled the agriculutral population in parts of the district to 
sell off their cattle and ploughs. This has added to the disruptive 
tendencies of a rural population already in a state of decay and dis- 
i nt negation. 

What is wanted is ample help and that without further delay. 

I shall be betraying the trust imposed on me by my electors if I 
do not implore the Government on their behalf' to fill full the mouth 
of famine and thus save 1mm disaster the hold peasantry which as 
Goldsmith said in his inimitable way “ When once destroyed can 
never he supplied.” 

The people of my district regret that indisposition precluded the 
possibility of His Excellency the Governor paying a visit to Murshida- 
bad or he would have seen the distressing spectacle of a people in the 
grip of famine. A Relief Committee has already been formed and 
doing very useful work. It deserves encouragement and help from the 
Government and co-operation from Government officials. 

I again implore the Government to take necessary’ steps to mitigate 
the sufferings of the people and thereby discharge the duties qf a 
civilised administration and earn the gratitude of the governed. 

BabU J0C1NDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: Sir, I am 
grateful to you for the opportunity that has been given to us to-day to 
discuss this matter of very urgent importance. The members of this 
House are already aware of the intensity of the distress prevailing to-day 
in eight districts in Bengal. From the figures given in answer to 
questions asked yesterday it would be found that altogether 12 lakhs of 
people have been affected and were in the utmost distress, and we also 
have a statement of the amounts that have been sanctioned by the 
Government to meet the situation. The point I should like to impress 
upon the Council is that the Government have failed to discharge the 
duty which was expected of them having regard to the allegations made 
about intense suffering of the people. I will try to show from the 
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answers given how inadequately the Government have dealt with this 
matter. I invite your attention to the an«wei to the question No. 18 ( 2 ) 
put by Mr. Ahmad. The answer merely referred to the Government 
communique of 21st May, 1928, and I am surprised to find that answers 
like those given to Mr. Kasiruddin Ahamad's questions should have 
been given by the Member in charge. That communique did not show 
what steps the Government had taken to alleviate the sufferings of the 
people in the province. Anyhow the figures that haw been given show 
that the Government have sanctioned loans for Rs. 1,53,200 for Land 
Improvement Loan, Rs. 87,901 for Agricultural Loan and Rs. 88,000 
for relief work altogether amounting to Rs. 14,47,201. Rut during 
which time do you think that all these amounts have been sanctioned? 
From the winter of 1927 till July, 1928, to meet the situation of eight 
districts where about 12 lakhs of people are affected. I should like to 
ask the Hon’ble Member to consider whether this sum is sufficient for 
the purpose for which it is intended. 

You have heard about tlm condition of thing* in Bankuru. Khulna 
and of Murshidabnd and 1 will now give you -nine of the facts from my 
own district, particularly with regard to the subdivision of Balurghat. 
In answer to question No. 28 we have been told that 1,50,000 people 
are affected in the Balurghat subdivision and that the Government 
have sanctioned Rs. 2,07,001 for Agricultural Loan and a sum of 
Rs. 1,70,892 was disbursed up to 28th June, 1928. This Idan which is 
being ad\anced is totally insufficient to meet the needs of the people. 

I hid loan is being given at 01 per cent, repayable in two equal instal- 
ments, the first in February, 1980, and the next in 1981. These 
advances are not money actually spent, hut are recoverable within the 
space of three years and they art* given on propet security of the land. 

The question that now arises is what excuse could there la* mi the 
part of the Government for not giving sufficient loan as required by 
the people for their needs. It is stated that these loans arc given to 
the peasants to purchase cattle and seeds and not for maintenance. 
How then are these men to maintain themselves and their families’? It 
is not sufficient to keep their bodies and soul together, and with the few 
rupees given it is impossible for them to purchase cattle and seeds and 
carry on cultivation. 1 a>ik the Government to consider whether they 
should not change their policy. 

Reference has been made to the Famine ('ode, but section 41 of this 
Code provides that liberal donation should be given under the Land 
Improvement and Agricultuie l/mns Act; and if necessary should 
continue to be given whether famine is declared or not until normal 
conditions are restored. Now in Balurghat about 800 square miles! of 
area are affected. The Famine Code provides that liberal donation 
should be given. The question is whether what has been done could 
lie considered as liberal donation. If liberal donation had been given 
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they would not be rereiving such terrible news of starvation. In dealing 
with this question, I would again refer to certain answers given 
yesterday. We have been told in answer to question No. 23 ( 7 ) on the 
previous day that these allegations of death by starvation have been 
found on enquiry to be far away from truth. In regard to question 
No. 23 ( 8 ) the answer was that no cases of death from starvation had 
been reported to the Government. How could the Government day that 
the allegations are untrue without an enquiry being made? I would 
lefer to the communique in May last and the statement made in 
“ Forward ” of the 12th May regarding the sale of children by their 
mothers in the subdivision of Balurgbat and these have been reported 
as not true. Even after that several ca^es of death from starvation 
have been reported not only in “ Forward ” but alM:j in several Indian 
papers both vernacular and English, and I cannot understand what 
the Government meant by saying that no cases of death had been 
reported to the Government up to now. I may inform the members of 
the House that a local Relief Committee has been formed at Balurgbat 
which are going into the villages to make enquiries and they have 
ascertained how many deaths have occurred in those villager That 
Committee have published their report which appeared in several papers. 
They found that in 18 villages there had been 29 deaths due to starva- 
tion. There were 2,1Gb villages affected and the Enquiry Committee 
visited only 18 and found that there were 29 deaths. From this one 
statement it can easily be imagined what the death-rate from starva- 
tion is. Am I not therefore justified in bringing the charge that 
Government have absolutely failed in the due discharge of their duty 
towards the people? The Government said that they were trying to 
do their best to meet the situation. May I ask, and a*k seriously, is 
thitf the way in which they are doing their best? There are 2,400 
families which stand in urgent need of agricultural loan. Taking the 
very modest figures, Rs. 100 should he the minimum to be given to a 
family as loan, to enable it to carry on cultivation, purchase cattle pnd 
so on. The policy followed in my district is that whether a person 
has 25 bighas be is told 1 hat he would get Rs. 50. As a matter of fact 
they in some cases got Rs. 10 or Rs. 12. My idea is' that in all these 
eight districts the Government should advance Rs. 80 lakhs or one 
crore, if need be, to save the people. A large portion of this would be 
recoverable in two or three years. If the Government do not do that 
they would be failing in their duty which is incoinbent upon them to 
discharge. 

With regard to deaths it is said that some enquiry was made but 
they were reported to be not true. It seems to me that the Govern- 
ment are trying to suppress the cases of death. I have come across a death 
where a ehaukidar reported that the cause of death w*as starvation, but 
this was struck out by the jamadar, his superior officer, and the cause 
of death was put down as malaria. I am showing that a deliberate 
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attempt is being made to suppress deaths from starvation. Is it in conse- 
quence of instructions issued by the Government or the local police 
acting in this way on their own initiative? I would strongly urge 
with all the emphasis that I could command that tlie loan policy of the 
Government should be changed and gratuitous relief given on more 
liberal lines. 


8fijllt RADHA COVINDRA RAY; Sir, I rise to support the motion 
of my friend, Sj. Bijay Kumar Chatterjee with a very heavy heart. 
I have been several times to the famine-stricken area in the interior of 
"Vishnupur subdivision, — my constituency, — in course of a few months 
and witnessed the condition of the people with my own eyes. What 1 
actually witnessed is too pitiable to be adequately described in words. 
Thousands of families in the \hanas of Konomukhy, Patrnshar, Kotolpur, 
Indas, Joypore Bar jura in the interior of Yishnupur and Bankura sub- 
divisions have been terribly affected and cannot manage to secure one 
single full meal a day. The people who are not in a position to satisfy 
their hunger cannot afford to supply themselves with clothes and 
manage to repair their huts. Famished band of men and women with 
haggard face^ and skeleton figures, having a large number of nude, 
wretched children behind them, gathering round us in villages', where 
we had been in course of our tour in the famine-stricken areas, tell us 
stories of sufferings which you seldom come across in the imaginative 
pictures of any novelist or a poet. They are pathetic from beginning 
to end. Hunlger has distorted everything in the lives of human beingN : 
Husbands selling their wives, mothers selling their children, honest 
labour turning burglars and thieves, all sorts of pathetic and painful 
stories you will hear in the famine-stricken areas from the people, who 
are experiencing what famim is. Sir, 1 request my fellow' councillors 
not for a moment to think that I am giving them exaggerated pictures, 
in order to draw out sympathy from them. Not the least. Reality is 
greater than any exaggeration I can make. 

The question that is most urgent for the councillors as also for the 
Government to know r and discuss is: Why this condition? Why this 
terrible sufferings of the people? What is the reason of these constant 
and recurring visitations of famine in the once pro^iperous villages of 
Bengal ? 

This is the most important question — more important than the 
question of forming a committee to assist the Statutory Commission, 
more important than the function of laying the foundation stone of 
our Legislative Council buildings, more important than the question 
of gathering evidences to supply materials to the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee of Lord Birkenhead which is coming here to draft out a political 
constitution for India and Bengal, more important than any social, 
religious or iftoral problems that are disturbing the minds of the leader* 
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of Bengal. Why this condition? Why the sons of these once fertile 
lands of Bengal — Bengal which had been full of water, full of fruits, 
ever rich with abundant burden of (Tops — are really in need of a 
handful of rice to satisfy their hunger once in the course of day? 
Failure of crops, you will at once urge, is the root reason. Failure of 
crops also will urge Government officials from the opposite 
group. I say no, an emphatic no. I have gone into the 
problem very carefully. T have carefully surveyed the conditions 
of the people of my district and I have scrutinisingly analysed the 
agricultural, industrial and irrigation problems of my district, especially 
ol my subdivision, and I ha\c been convinced of a truth, which I do 
think it my duty clearly to speak out in the floor of this Council 
Chamber for the illumination of Government, if not for the elected 
Indian members, majority of whom, I am sure, have realised the same 
truth by studying the problems of their respective districts. Sir, if 
we go on putting the question “why” deeper and deeper enough we 
shall come to the inevitable conclusion, for the grasping of which by 
this dialectic procedure, T have the least chance of ever being rewarded 
by our masters here Reward or punishment I care very little. Truth 
must be told in the prospective hope that truth will ultimately save 
itself. Sir these constant failure of crops in the district is due to the 
silting up of the numerous big tanks which in pre-British da\s used to 
irrigate large areas. These lake-like tanks were the works of the Mulla 
Rajas of Vishnupur. The people in their extreme poverty would not 
even think of re-excavating them and the Government also paid no 
attention to the matter. Being thus at the sole merev of* the vagaries 
of the monsoon, the district had come to become .a land of famine. 
Bankurn had been under the benign rule of the Vishnupur Mulla Rajas 
before the advent of the Vaishya Raja of England. Mulla Rajas 
though powerful had never been sufficiently rich became they had not 
extensive kingdom. But what did they do for the improvement of their 
zamindary? The present mighty Government can very w r ell take a 
leuf out of their book in order to save the people of Bankura from * the 
terrible disaster of famine for all time to come. If you travel round 
the interior of Vishnupur subdivision you will find large number of 
tanks, specially dug out for the purpose of irrigation. Some of these 
tanks irrigated 4, (MX) bighns of lands. There are plenty of such, not 
one, two or three. I have consulted expert Engineers and they have 
told me that the excavation ot such tanks during the present days will 
(ost more than a lakh of rupees. These tanks were excavated by private 
individuals of thp villages. There is now not a single individual, 
residing habitually in the district, who can afford to dig out one such 
tank. The^e tanks have all been silted up and the question of re- 
excavating them is beyond the dream of the people. Owing to the 
existence of these tanks, failure of crops had been practically unknown 
in Bankura. During the days of Mulla Kings — petty *amindara in 
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comparison with the mighty British Raj— these thing* had been 
possible, but now it has' become a thing not even to be dreamt of. 
Agriculture without irrigation in lands which depends upon favourable 
monsoon is impossible. Want of irrigation then become* the cause of 
the famine. Why do nut the people irrigate, you may a*k. Because 
the people are extiemely pool. Why they are poor? Because of the 
exploitation of the people by the British Raj. 

The cottage industries ot \ ishnupur are now in mins. The silk 
industry of Vishnupur subdivision had once been very prospermia. The 
brass utensils, iron materials, copper-made things, conch-shell articles 
and many other small cottage industries, which supplied bread to lakhs 
of people are now in ruin*. Thanks to the swadeshi agitation the conch- 
shell industry has been revived since. But all the other industries are 
gradually dying out. The silk cloth and cotton cloth industries in the 
district of Bankura are about to disappear. The weavers who form the 
bulk of the population of my subdivision are now reduced to extreme 
proverty. A weaver who used to earn Hs. pci diem by working in his 
loom for eight hours is now getting only five annas. The work of a 
tfilk weaver is always supplemented by the labour of the female 
inmates of the house. Thus this five annas is the earning of, a family. 
If there he a lakh of weavers in the district their bread problem becomes 
a very pertinent question to slalve. We are daily getting information 
that the weavers are leaving their hearths and homes in search of 
occupation elsewhere. What occupation they can get? They are being 
reduced to coolies in Assam tea plantations or in the jute mill*. Six 
years ago they were prosperous but now they are beggars. I have called 
the attention of the local Government officials and given them detailed 
accounts of the sad lot of these poor people but they have not d me 
anything. I have tried to investigate tire real cause of the gradual 
ruin of the silk industry, and I have been told that the importation of 
artificial silk is the cause of the disaster. The brass metal industries 
are also in a slow process of death. Agriculture is not a prospective 
occupation. The agriculturist* of Bunkura are proverbially poor. Such 
being the normal condition of the people of my district, it is no wonder 
that the partial failure of the crops will lead to ruin and disaster. 
Over and above this economic disaster there is the terrible scourage of 
malaria. Almost every member in every house of the villages in the 
interior of Vishnupur subdivision suffers from chronic malaria. 
Extreme pictures of liver and spleen, — the pathetic figures which you 
might have seen in the advertisement pages of Mr. I\ M. Bagchi’s 
Almanack, — you will come across by lots in the interior of Kotolpur 
and Indas thana*. The terrible sufferings of these people, if properly 
recorded, will be an explanatory commentary of the benefits of the 
British rule. Sir, this year the complete failure of crops in the interior 
of Vishnupur and Bankura subdivisions has caused severe disaster and 
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the normal famine condition has been infinitely aggravated. The 
Government officials who care only for the favour of their superior 
officers draw out reports which their ma e ters would like. These officers, 
whose high salaries cannot make them happy and contended, had the 
audacity to declare the condition of the people who are really starving — 
easy. The famine, according to them, is the condition when the people 
will be actually starving for days together. His Excellency visited 
two relief centres in the subdivision of Vishnupur and witnessed the 
conditions of the people with his own eyes. He told us that he had 
been moved with what he saw. In the conference, however, he 
announced a grant of Rs. 1,000 only to give gratuitous relief to the 
famine-stricken people of Bankura. The people were completely dis- 
illusioned. They expected that when His Excellency was coming down 
from the height of Daijeeling in the extremely hot weather, he would 
certainly do something really substantial to mitigate the sufferings of 
the people. The money that was spent for his coming down from 
Darjeeling, could have very well been spent in relief work. The 
District Magistrate of Bankura, who is the president of the Bankura 
Central Relief Committee, is always anxious to minimise the sufferings 
•of the people. Bubu Kamal Krislina Roy, a prominent Congress worker, 
is the Secretary of the Central Relief Committee. He has been touring 
round various places) collecting funds for relieving the distressed people. 
This selfless gentleman has been served with a notice under section 117, 
Indian Renal Code, for the alleged offence of exciting the Hindus of 
Bankura to disobey section 144, which Mr. Hart promulgated in the 
towrn of Bankura. Relief work is now* being neglected. Instead of 
opening new centres, the list of recipients are daily being curtailed 
without sufficient consideration. Sir, in making these observations I 
have confined myself entirely to the condition'' of the people of my 
■district, specially to my subdivision, about whom I have first-hand 
information. I ask the Government to take note of all these facts and 
make immediate provision for relieving distress of the people. It i$ my 
loyal duty to remind the Government that the situation is extremely 
serious. Unless some practical steps be taken to remove the actual 
cause of the permanent distress, the people might be driven to take 
recourse to steps which we really shudder to think. My friend, Mr. 
Chatterjee, has given complete details about the famine. I can give 
out details equally pathetic from my actual experience. Sir, I shall 
not intrude upon the members’ valuable time any more by repeating 
factfci of similar nature. With these words I support the motion of my 
friend Mr. Chatterjee. 

Mr. F. A. 8ACH8E: I am glad that the member for Khulna has 
returned to hi* seat in time to hear the explanation he directly asked 
for. He referred in his question yesterday and again in his speech 
to-day to Mr. Vincent’s report of 1897. He said that a certain area 
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in Khulna was described by Mr. Vincent as a permanent famine area. 
When I saw the question I pot the original report from my office and 

I could not find that expression anywhere in the report. I must 

admit, however, that the whole tenor of the report supports the theory 
that there is a certain area in Khulna which is, and must always 
be, liable to famine. I also find that Mr. Vincent gave the very same 
reasons for this state of affairs which are now given JO years later by 
the much-abused local officeis. Mr. Vincent reported that “owing to 
the reclamation of new lands and their protection by embankments, the 
aalt-laden tides were coming further up than in the past. In the 
absence of sufficient rain to wash away the salt, paddy could not 

grow.” That is exactly the state of affairs that has caused difficult \ 

this year. Last year there was not sufficient rainfall in dune to wash 
away the .salt. It is true, of course, that the Ichamati and other rivers 
which flow out of the Ganges are carrying less fresh water than they 
used to do, but this is not a new phenomenon, it was also reported by 
Mr. Vincent 30 years ago. I do not think that it is the main cause 
of the disappointing harvests. The main reason is that there hus been 
so much land embanked and reclaimed out of the forest that there are 
not sufficient spill areas for the tides to spread over in the southern 
parts of the district. 

What the remedy is, it is extremely difficult to .say. I have dealt 
recently with the Khulna Settlement Report and I have read Sir 
William Willcock’s lecture and I have also read the Irrigation Depart- 
ments reply to that lecture. Everybody knows that at one time the 
Ganges came down the Bhagirathi to the Uooghly; then the main 
stream flowed through the Bhairah and then through the Matabhanga. 
Eventually it joined the Megna and now flows past (’handpur to the 
sea. As the result of this gradual march eastwards, practically all the 
rivers of Khulna and Jessore have dried up to some extent. I he 
Irrigation Department could keep them clear at certain points as an 
experiment. But I fail to see how such u step would really help those 
lands in Khulna which lie below the present level of the surrounding 
rivers. At every high tide I found thp water at least 2 feet higher 
than the paddy land. That was in May after a prolonged drought. 
One can imagine what must be the condition in September and October 
when the crops are growing. These lands can only be cultivated if 
the embankments are maintained. That is not the duty of Govern- 
ment, but of the zamindars and the tenants. Why the tenants cannot 
do it, I can never understand. These embankments are not very high, 
and if 20 or 100 men collected with kodalis for a few' days in each 
cold weather they could easily do it. The whole problem is a difficult 
one, and Government cannot be blamed for not being able to improve 
or change the course of nature. The whole fault lies in the fact that 
there is not a sufficient land to supply the needs of the agricultural 
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population, and people have started cultivation in places which are not 
yet fit for it. I visited Assasuni when famine was going on there in 
1921 and I visited it again this year in May. The position then was. 
very much Letter than in 1921. In this year I found — (A voice: 
Plenty of milk and fish?) I do not know about milk and fish — thdt 
there was no sign of physical emaciation among the women and 
children wanting food. The village where conditions were said to be 
the worst of all was Kalagati. 1 wan taken there by the President of 
the Union Board. Almost all the houses to which I was taken con- 
tained only women or immature youths. In one particular case there 
were four widow’s, whose husbands had either died of cholera or had 
gone uwav to the forests; they were living in a village where they had 
no other source of living than cultivation, they had no men to w r ork 
for them and could not afford to employ labourers for cultivation; so 
there w’as nothing else before them but famine even in a good year. 

The member for Khulna declared thut Mr. Nandv made a report in 
February, and that Government had taken no action on it at all. The 
exact sum asked for in February lias been given by Government, and 
it was given in June; it is Rs. 04,500. It was not given before, because 
the people would have spent t he money before the fields were ready for 
ploughing and agricultural operations. 

I had a long talk with the Uhairman ot the District Board and 
tried to persuade him to keep a sum of Rs. 14,000 earmarked in his. 
budget for petty grants to tile Union Boards. I said that Union 
Boards were a new thing and it was not absolutely necessary for them 
to haw money for local roads and petty improvements, if the money 
was urgently needed for more important things. TTe replied that this 
would he a veiy unpopular measure and he did not recommend it. I 
was justified, therefore, in thinking that at that time tlm members of 
the District Board did not regard the position as very grave. I do not 
think that in this country of Bengal, which is always green and 
prosperous, there can be a real famine unless you have a failure of 
rain for two years. 

R«i HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : Do you admit that Bengal 
was a green and smiling country? 

Mr, F. A. 8ACH8E: Yes, Bengal is a green and smiling country. 
There con be no real famine unless there is a failure of rain for two 
years running. Who knows what is going to happen this year? You 
have already had a lot of rain, the paddy seedlings may rot with too 
much water, and we may have another had harvest. Would it be wise 
for Government to draw’ upon their Famine Reserve Fund? It is only 
12 lakhs of rupees, and we must preserve that fund for future emer- 
gencies. 
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One member suggested that Government might pay out a whole 
crore of rupees to the people of the affected district,,' I doubt very 
much if this sum could be repaid in one or two venix ft is not the 
policy of Government to increase the indebtedness of the people. 
Money spent on maintenance cannot he repaid easily. Therefore the 
policy ot the local officers has been to make the fullest inquiry before 
any money * granted. In the case of Khulna, we did not ask' for any 
money until a late date, because we thought that in the other districts 
which had been reporting difficulties much earlier, all the money auiil- 
able was wanted more urgently. 1 may say that there a, e now in 
Khulna five special officers looking aftei the distressed areas thes are 
actually distributing loans and making enquiries regarding those who 
want loans as to how much land they possess, how many rattle what 
they would do with the money it they got The nugnmiitat ion’ grant 
of the District Board of Khulna has been increased by Its. 8,000 and 
Government will see that it does not become bankrupt. ’ 1 found in one 
of the Khulna village^ an old Brahmin gentleman digging his own tank 
and he was paying his labourers 4 annas a day: he had to stop wmk 
because he bad no more money; I gaw him enough money from the 
(Commissioner’s grant to enable him to finish the work. You will find 
many people in Bengal taking advantage of famine conditions in the 
country to have their own work done, and they are paying their 
labourers even less than Government pav for test works. 


Msulvi KADER BAK8H; 1 do not give any picture* lcgarding the* 
condition of the famine area in my district, as this has been done by 
my friend on the other side of the House. The question before the 
House is whether Government has taken any *teps to ascertain the truth 
or otherwise of the situation prevailing in the whole province, and 
whether Government has taken all steps, which they are bound to, to 
relieve the distress of the people. T did approach Government and 
many gentlemen, including some members present in this (’hainbcr, 
and they all said they wanted a report from the District Officer, and 
were not willing to act upon our suggestions alone. I told them if 
they did not believe what I had seen with my own eyes, they could 
go themselves to the locality and enquire into the conditions prevailing 
there. I told Mr. Sachse this in March, and he replied that he had 
deputed certain officers specially to meet the emergencies of the situa- 
tion. He did not agree to go there personally as he said he had other 
important work to do. I descril>ed the conditions in the affected area 
to him, and if Government took precautionary measures in time, there 
would not have been such disastrous consequences now. At the middle 
of February I requested Government to grant agricultural loans and 
distribute the same before the end of April, hut now they say that 
about Rs. 2,06,000 was granted by way of agricultural loan* for Balur- 
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ghat' subdivision, but only Rs. 1,70,000 had been distributed up to the 
00th June last. Why has not the balance been distributed* even by 
00th June and why was it not distributed earlier? 

Yesterday Sir Nalini Ran j an told us that the season was not yet 
over; I can assure you that he has never been in the mufassal, he does 
not know the condition or the living of the people. I have been in 
the affected area, and I know the conditions perfectly; the season will 
be over by the 15th of Sravan, which is near, and it will he too late 
for any relief to be given now. If any of the local officers be present — 
and I was told that they had come to Calcutta, and are present in the 
gallery 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou must not refer to anybody in the gallery. 

Maulvi KADER BAK8H: All right. My advice to him would be 
to place before the Government the actual state of things so that Gov- 
ernment might be in a position to deal with the situation better. My 
advice to him would be not to minimise the situation, but to represent 
facts. I may tell you that the local officers try to minimise the situa- 
tion; had this not been done, the situation which has arisen in Dinajpur 
would not have occurred. I can assure you. Sir, that only 30 per cent, 
of the needy people — this is the official figure — have got relief; though 
a loan of lta. 2, 0b, 000 has been granted, another Rs. 5 lakhs will be 
required within the next 10 days if you want to save the lives of 5,000 
people coming for gratuituous relief every day. 

4-00 p.m. 

Several different associations have been started in the district and 500 
people come daily for relief to the Congress centres. I can tell you, 
and I am supported in my statement by authority, that 10,000 will be 
coming within the next 10 days for relief to the various centres. The 
gravity of the situation cannot be described, but can be seen with ohe's 
own eyes. My suggestion would be, and I am supported by the local 
officers, that Rs. 5 lakhs more will be required if you want to save the 
people from death by starvation. I can tell you that more officers will 
be required to distribute this loan if granted. People have already 
sold away their children, their wives, cuttle and everything they had. 
Government give a dole of Rs. 50 in some cases, and in others Rs. 5 
or Rs\ 10, in some cases Rs. 30. Is this sufficient at all? If a man 
has to purchase his cattle for cultivation, he must require Rs. 50 or 
Rs. 60 for that alone. He has to maintain that from Sravan to 
Agrahavan, that is 5 months at least at the rate of Rs. 4 a mouth, that 
is Rs. 20. He requires Rs. 10 for the purchase of seed, and Rs. 90 for 
the purpose of cultivation and to keep him alive during the period of 
cultivation. In some cases only Rs. 10 has been granted, which is no 
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good. My suggestion is that pressure should be brought to bear upon. 
Government to make further grants in all the affected areas throughout 
the province as promptly as possible. They say there is no famine in 
Bengal; I may tell you that they have never been in touch with the 
public. We supplied food to the whole of Jlindusthan right up to. 
Karachi, and we never begged for help, but now we have to work like 
coolies and depend on others. What steps have Government taken for 
Diuajpur? They have done nothing; it has to depend on the rainfall 
for cultivation; there is no system of irrigation. To meet this extra- 
ordinary and emergent situation, Government must suspend all ordinary 
work, and fulfil their paramount duty to the people by taking all 
necessary steps to save their lives. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: As coming from one of tin* 
famine-stricken districts, the district of Birhhum, I too have a complaint 
against the Government in the matter of the non-declaration of famine. 
Considering the fact that the number of deaths is not less than 200 per 
week in the area of Balurghat alone, considering that the population 
affected by famine amount to 12 lakhs, and considering that the people 
have clearly been reduced to the dire necessity of living upon the boiled 
leaves of trees, we humble, ordinary people not familiar with the high 
mysteries of politics fail to see which occult reason of State might have 
prevented Government from making an open declaration of famine. 
But I forget that there is one consideration which might have weighed 
with the Government. If once famine is declared Government will be 
bound, by the provisions of their own Famine Code, to undertake the 
whole work of relief, and naturally that is a burden which they shrink 
from undertaking in discharging the high responsibility of their 
trusteeship. I cannot deny that Government has done something, and 
also that some Government officers — not all, by no meaiip* all— have 
devoted themselves heart and soul in certain pails to the task of coping 
with famine relief. I shall give one illustration to the House. In one 
district agricultural loan operations eommeneed in December and 
January when the rabi sowing season was just eommeneing, but unfor- 
tunately there was only one Loan Officer entrusted with the duty of 
distribution. I suggested to the District Magistrate that it the people 
were allowed to approach the Loan Officer direct through the local 
relief committee, it would facilitate matters a great deal, but this was 
not to be. The usual routine of circumlocution has been followed; the 
people had to apply to the Circle Office! , the Circle Officer goes to the 
Subdivisional Officer, the Subdivisional Officer to the District Magis- 
trate, and the District Magistrate to the Loan Officer, and then the 
whole process has to be reversed, the lioan Officer to the District Magis- 
trate, the District Magistrate to the Subdivisional Officer, the Sulidi vi- 
sional Officer To the Circle Officer, and the Circle Officer to the 
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applicant ; and by the time this intermediate process of correspondence 
had finished, the rabi sowing season was over. A very similar thing 
is happening now also. At present there is no dearth of officers, in 
fact there are plenty of them, and yet operations are being hampered 
by thii^ stupid red-tapeism of the Government machinery. There are 
some unnecessary rules; under the first rule in some cases a loan of 
Re. 1 per head is given, in some cases Rs. 2 per head; the next rule 
is that a loan of R<^. 25 is given under certain conditions, and the third 
rule is that people holding 15 or 20 bighas of land are not entitled to 
any loan at all. Does the Government suppose that people holding 15 
or 20 bighas are not in want? I would suggest that these rules be 
relaxed or steps be taken to abrogate these stupid provisions. There 
is no risk in that, because the Loan Officers are subject to the supervi- 
sion of their superior officers; suspend the operation^ of these stupid 
provisions and increase indefinitely the amount placed at the disposal 
of the district authoiities for gratuitous relief. At present the amount 
its Rs. 12,000 to Rs. 14,000 in each district ; that is the maximum. That 
is nothing; it should be increased to at least Rs. 2 lakhs per district. 

Mr. Sachse must be frightened at the prospect of the grant of a 
crore of rupees, but after all the money will not come out of his pocket, 
or mine, or even from the imaginary pocket of the Government; it will 
come from the people and T am (juite sure this House will sanction the 
grant. (Lovd cheers.) 

Sir, I have spoken of the defects of the Government, but there is 
another matter to which I am bound to refer, and that is the apatln 
on the part of the zamindars. If Government has its duty to the 
people, so also the zamindars of Bengal have their duty to their 
tenants. And how are the zamindans of Bengal behaving in this year 
of famine and distress? They are still drawing one crore of jupees as 
rent from their unfortunate tenants; they are still going on with their 
rent suits, and they are still taking the most drastic steps for J the 
execution of their rent decrees. I tell the zamindars of Bengal that 
they are this year on their trial, and their future existence as a class 
will depend upon how they behave themselves in the present ordeal, 
and how they come out of that ordeal. If they do not rise to the 
height of the occasion, I may tell them they will have to pay a heavy 
reckoning when the day of judgment comes, as come it will, and sooner 
than they expect. 

Dr. J. M. DAS GUPTA: I move that the question be now put. 

Mf. PRESIDENT: Dr. Das Gupta, I think we can get on with this 
motion right up to 5 p.m., so you can move your motion about that 
time. 



MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT. 


m 


KH|» ***** Mtulvi EKRAMUL HUQ: One of the Swaraj iot 

members on the other side of the House thanked His Excellency for 
the kind interest he has taken in the famine-stricken people of our 
country. Murshidabad was also awaiting the opi>ortunity of showing 
the distressed condition of the people there. 

My friend said that it was the civilian clique that was responsible for 
the distress of the people. I think he would have been more true if he 
had said that our country civilians were mainly responsible, because 
they come into contact with the people of the country, and it was their 
duty to speak to their superiors and tell them that the situation was 
very grave. They could tell those who had the power to remedy things, 
that they were doing the gravest wrong to the people of the country by 
not attending to the distress of the people. Unfortunately, Sir, Bengali 
officers see things at times through the eyes of their superiors, and if 
their superiors think that they do not like to be told about unpleasant 
things, they keep quiet 

(At this stage there was loud speaking amongst the members, and 
the President called the House to absolute silence.) 

On several occasions 1 have had the privilege of informing the 
House that the situation of Murshidabad also was very grave. I had 
the honour also of moving a substantive resolution to the effect thut a 
substantial amount of several lakhs ought to he granted for relieving 
distress of the people of Murshidabad, hut unfortunately that resolution 
could not come up for discussion. I have also brought the fact of the 
distress to the notice of the authorities, and also in personal conversa- 
tions have been able to arouse their sympathy. I may say that 
Mr. Sachse took steps to minimise the sufferings of the people, hut I can 
assure you that the services rendered by these people and also by Govern- 
ment have not been at all sufficient. Not only in the subdivision named 
by my friend Maharaj Kumar, but also in the Lalbagh subdivision, for 
instance, in thana Nabagram and Sagrndighi as well as in the Sadar 
subdivision, the distress is acute. I may assure Government through 
Mr. Sachse that they will he doing a grave injustice to the people of 
the Sadar subdivision, if they do not extend their help to the people 
there. There the Bhadai crops have also failed, not because that they 
have not grown them, but because they had no money to weed out the 
crops. 

4-45 p.m. 

The only remedy that lies with the Government is to immediately 
grant relief to the distressed people. Whenever the Subdivisions! 
Officers and others grant takari loan they will generally ask for the 
production of a security but nobody in the villages will bind himself 
for another, with the result that the man in distress who has property, 
is not in a position to get the necessary loan. I know that in many 

14 
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cases these people have been offered Rs. 5 or Rs. 10; bat, Sir, may I 
ask if this paltry amount is sufficient for them? These officers must 
have very strange ideas about the needs of their countrymen. They 
are mostly our own countrymen who get fat salaries and are fattening 
on them, but they do not feel for the sufferings of the poor peasants. 
Sir, the peasants may well say in the words of the poet Hafiz: — 

Shab-i-tareek beem-a mauj-o-gardah-a choneen hael ; 

Koja danund hali ma subuk saran & sahil ha. 

Those persons who have not suffered are not expected to know the 
sufferings of the dumb millions. It is necessary that Government 
should immediately relieve the distress cif the people in the areas 
affected. The granting of loans in the shape of the tokavi loan is to my 
mind the only possible remedy. 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: I have been asked 
why has not famine been declared. The reason is that the present 
scarcity affects several scattered districts and within these districts 
only particular localities are affected — even every village within the 
locality is not equally affected. 

Relief is, therefore, best provided by what are known in the Famine 
Code as village works, small works carried out by official agency 
appointed by the District Officer. When famine is declared the Public 
Works or the Irrigation Departments are called on to open large depart- 
mental relief works. 8uch a course would not suit the present condi- 
tions of Bengal ; it would not suit the people affected to leave their 
homes to attend large works at a distance ; it would not in the circums- 
tances be economical. 

In the Famine Code it is stated that the system of village works is 
not suited to districts where distress is very severe. 

When distiess is very severe and famine is declared a more rigorous 
system of administration comes into force. For example, the task wdien 
famine is declared is the ordinary full task which an agricultural 
labourer performs. The rate of wages for the full task in the case of 
an ablebodied man is one seer of rice or the equivalent in money eleven 
pice when rice is at six seers a rupee. This rate is small but the 
smallness of the rate follows from the fact that the obligation of 
Government relates to the saving of life. Under the present system 
they are getting more. 

The figures of attendance at test relief works definitely prove that 
there is no case for declaring famine. In Dinajpur the number attend- 
ing test wprks was 3,437 two months ago, and is now 349 only. In 
Murshidab&d and Nadia test relief works have been closed as people 
ceased to attend. In Bankura and Birbhum the numbers have fallen 
rapidly. It is only in Malda that the numbers are still considerable 
but have fallen from over 6,000 to half that number. 
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The main question for us to consider is the question of gi anting 
agricultural loans before the present season is out. Altogether about 
Rs. 10£ lakhs have been allotted to the affected districts. Government 
have granted such amounts as they have been asked for by local officers 
from time to time and no demand (I say this deliberately) of the local 
officers has been refused. Government have of necessity to act upon 
the recommendations of the local officers. 

It is said that the amounts paid to agriculturists are inadequate. 
But the adequacy is to be determined by the officer on the spot and the 
Government have to depend upon them. 

Loans have been granted by the Co-operative Banks on an extensive 
scale. I may mention only two districts of which 1 have information. 
In Birbhum and Burdwan the Co-operative Banks have lent about a 
lakh and half each, but it has been represented that in the present year 
it is difficult to get money from mahajans in some parts of the count iy, 
and that it is apprehended that a large quantity of lands may be left 
uncultivated for want of agricultural loans. We accordingly asked the 
officers in the affected district* to report whether there is such apprehen- 
sion of lands being left uncultivated for want of agricultural loans — the 
area of such lands, and the amount which might be required. We have 
received reports from three districts, two say no money is required and 
that no land will be left uncultivated for want of loan; and one, Diituj- 
pur, says loans are lequired — a pretty large amount, and we have 
sanctioned it already in addition to what has been sanctioned before. 

Babu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: May 1 ask for 

information as to what amount has been sanctioned on the report of the 
local officers of Dinajpur? 

The Hon’ble Sir NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI: We were asked 
for Rs. d lakhs and that has been granted. We are expecting reports 
from other districts very soon, and Government will consider the question 
as soon as the reports are received. 

No doubt such loans would be useless for agricultural purposes when 
the season passes away. But it has not yet passed, and we hope to get 
the reports very soon and then Government will do as much as available 
funds will permit. 

Government do not wish to minimise the gravity of the situation, 
and will favourably consider lecoiiiineodations of the local officers and 
do as much as Government can. 

As regards the allegation of death from starvation, suicide, sale of 
children and wives, Government have got no report from the local 
officers. A question war put yesterday inquiring whether the Govern- 
ment took any notice of newspaper reports and to-day Babu Jogindra 
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Chandra Chakravarti asked if there were no reports how could inquiries 
be made. I wish he had only read the answer which I then read out. 
I stated in the answer that “ there have, however, been allegations of 
such occurrences, which on inquiries were found not to be true.” These 
allegations evidently referred to newspaper reports. The newspaper 
reports have not been ignored. The local officers of their own accord 
and under direction from Government made inquiries with reference 
to the alleged cases reported in the newspapers, and submitted reports 
from time to time. 

Mr. H. St 8UHRAWARDY. We wish to know if the Hon’ble 
Member can account for the death certificates that have been tampered 
with. It was stated that a death certificate was cut out, and another 
one substituted in its place. 

Dr. J. M. DA8 GUPTA: I want Ut impress upon the Hon’ble 
Member that rhe^e cases have been investigated and several of them by 
my own self. J challenge the Government that if taken to a court I 
will prove that a good many of them are absolutely true because I have 
personally investigated these cases. 

The Hon’ble 8lr NALINI RANJAN CHATARJI : We have got a 
communication horn the District Magistrate and it is this: 

“ Arif chaukidar has noted in his handbook for deaths that a man in 
his mahalla has died of starvation but on being questioned he said that 
the man died of fever and he could not say why the dafadar had written 
‘death by stai ration/ I have examined the dafadar and have recorded 
his statement. He said that he did not write the handbook of the 
chaukidar and the chaukidar had made false statements. I am inquir- 
ing into the matter and shall report inter on. 

As no report has yet been received after inquiry, I am unable to Stoy 
anything further on this point. 

The reports which were received with regard to sales of children and 
deaths, etc., were accompanied in some cases with statements of local 
persons including members of Union Boards, Presidents of Union 
Boards, members of relief committees and relations of the deceased. 
The statements in original together with translations thereof were sent 
up to Government and I will read a few extracts from them to show 
the nature of the reports. As regards the alleged sale of a child with 
reference to which a facsimile appeared in the “ Forward ” I have here 
the report 61 local officers from which I would read a passage and the 
statements of so^ue of the persons examined. “ I have recorded the 
statements of all the 12 persons, except of Suku Mandal who is too old 
to come out and whose son Inkatulla Mandal stated that he did not 
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$$£n his name nor give his consent to do so and made a local inquiry. 
Thus Khsiradi Mandal said: “ Nam’s son Azi has married the second 
daughter of Jaiganbi Bewa. He gave five rupees. Nazu has no house 
of his own; he lives in Samirs house. Bhola Urao Surdar one day came 
with a piece of paper. I can’t read or write/* 

5 p.m. 

I would now place before the House another report regarding 
deaths from starvation. The Collector of Dinajpur wrote on the 11th 
June, 1928, as follows : 

“ I enclose herewith the statements of the Presidents and members 
of Union Boards and Presidents of Belief Committees. I examined 
myself the persons concerned of 20 Vinous and the Suhdivisionai 
Officer examined persons concerned of 5 Unions. I examined 18 
Presidents of the Union Boards who are also Presidents of the Relief 
Committees and the Suhdivisionai Officer examined 4 Presidents of 
Union Boards who are also Presidents of Relief Committees. 1 
examined almost all the Presidents of Patnitola and Porsha police- 
stations to the west of Atrai which is the worst affected area in the 
whole subdivision. I have asked the Suhdivisionai Officer to examine 
the Presidents of the remaining 8 Unions. I shall forwurd them to 
you as soon as I get them from him.” 

It will appear from the statements recorded that there is only one 
case of Union XI of Patnitola which has not been inquired into. All 
other cases have been found either to he false or grossly exaggerated. 
I would read some of t lie statements which were recorded 

(Here the Hon’lde Member was stopped by motion for closure.) 

Dr. J. M. DA8 GUPTA: I rise to a point of order. I beg to move 
that the question he now put, as there is very little time left. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The question before the House is thut the ques- 
tion be now put. But l>efore I put this motion to the vote, I should 
like to say that the provisions of section 40 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Rules and Standing Orders, which require that a motion for 
closure must be carried by a two-thirds majority seem to be in conflict 
with the provisions of section 72 B (4) of the Government of India 
Act which require that all questions must he carried by a majority 
of votes of members present in the House. Under section 72 D (b) 
of the same Act the provisions of section 40 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Rules and Standing Orders must, therefore, be declared ultra 
vires or void to the extent of that repugnancy. So I rule that this 
motion will be carried, or thrown out, as the case may be, by a 
majority of votes of members present in the House. 
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Ou the closure question being put. a division was taken with tbe 
following result : — 

AYES. 


Aoltarjya Chaudhuri, Maharaja Shashi 
Kanta, of Muktagaeha, Mymensingh. 
Afial, Maulvi Sysd Muhammad. 

Ahamad, Maulvi Asimuddin. 

A ham ad, Maulvi Kasiruddin. 

Ahvfcod, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emaduddin. 
Ali, Mr. AlUf. 

Atiqullah, Mr. Sysd Md. 

Bagohi, Babu Romos Chandra. 

Baksh, Maulvi Kadsr. 

Banerjea, Or. Pramathanath. 

Banerjee, Babu Promotha Nath. 

Bunnerjee, Babu Jitsndralal. 

Basu f Mr. P. C. 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. 

Biswas, Babu Sursndra Nath. 

Boss, Babu Bsjoy Krishna. 

Boss, Mr. S. C. 

Boss, Mr. Subhas Chandra. 

Chakravartl, Babu Joglndra Chandra. 
Chakraburtty, Babu Jatindra Nath. 
Chattsrjss, Srijut Bijay Kumar. 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Nurul Huq. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harandranath. 

Choudhury, Maulvi Oolam Mawla. 
Choudhury, Maulvi Khorshsd Alam. 

Das Gupta, Or. J. M. 

Datta, Babu Akhil Chandra. 

Dutt, Babu Saral Kumar. 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur K. Q. M. 

Ganguly, Babu Khagsndra Nath. 

Ghoss, Babu Amarsndra Nath. 

Qltosh Maulik, Mr. Satysndra Chandra. 
Gofran, Maulvi Abdul. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Habibullah, Nawab Khwaja. 

Haqus, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul. 
Himatsingka, Babu Prabhu Doyal. 

Hoque, Kazi Emdadul. 

Huq, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ekramul. 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul. 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Sysd Maqbul. 


Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. 
Karim, Maulvi Abdul. 

Kassm, Maulvi Abul. 

' Khan, Babu Dsbsndra Lai. 

Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali. 
Khan, Khan Sahib Maulvi Muazzam Ali. 
Khan, Maulvi Tamituddin. 

Khan, Mr. Razaur Rahman. 

Maiti, Babu Mahsndra Nath. 

Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath. 

Muksrjsa, Srijut Taraknath. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. 
Nasksr, Babu Hem Chandra. 

Nazimuddin, Mr. Khwaja. 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. 

Rahim, Sir Abd»ur>. 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur- 
Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. 

Rauf, Maulvi 8yed Abdur. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. 

Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath. 

Sanyal, Babu Saohindra Narayan. 

Barker, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Sattar, Mr. Abdool Razak Hajee Abdool. 
Sen, Mr. Satish Chandra. 

Sen, Srijut Nagendra Nath. 

Sen Gupta, Mr. J. M. 

Shah, Mr. Gholam Hossain. 

Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, 
of Nashipur. 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. 


NOES. 


Abbott, Mr. E. G. 

Cassells, Mr. A« 

Chatarji, the Hon'ble Sir Nalirti Ranjan. 
Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi HaAzar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, of 
Dhanbari. 

Cohen, Mr. 0. 4 . 

Coppinger, Lt.-Col. W. V. 

Dash, Mr. A. 4 . 

Dey, Mr. Q. G. 

Drummond, Mr, 4 . Q. 

Outt, Mr. G. 8, 

Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. 

Qhoeo, Mr. M. C. 

Gosnka, Rai Bahadur Badridas. 

Gordon, Mr. A. 0. 

Hapkyns, Mr. W. S. 


Hosain, the Hon’ble Nabob Musharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

James, Mr. F. E. 

Luke, Mr. N. R. 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, the Hon'ble Mr. A. 

MeCluskie, Mr. E. T. 

Mittsr, the Hon'ble Sir Provash Chunder. 
Mukerji, Mr. S. C. 

Nelson, Mr. W. H. 

Prentiss, the Hon’ble Mr. W. D. R. 

Reid, Mr. R. N. 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh, 
taehse, Mr. F. A. 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdus. 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. 

Thomas, Mr. H. W. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 
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The Ayes being 81, and the Noe* 3d, the motion for closure was 
carried. 


The motion that the business of the Council l>e adjourned was then 
put and agreed to. 

(At 5-12 p.m. the Council was adjourned for prayer and it re- 
assembled at 5-25 p.m.) 


Point of Order. 

KRI8HNA B08E: Sir, may I rise on a point of 
order? The motion that has just been carried was that the business 
©t‘ the House be adjourned. My point is that further business cannot 
continue now. The motion was not that the House do stand adjourned, 
but that the business of the House be adjourned, and the business of 
the House being adjourned, it cannot begin again. 



PRESIDENT: I do not agree with you, Mr. Bose. If I 
remember aright, it was decided at the conference of Presidents in 
1920 — and I agree with that decision — that it was highly illogical 
that when a motion for adjournment to discuss « definite matter of 
urgent public importance is carried, the Council itself must be ad- 
journed. So we must take up the next item of business. 



Babu BEJOY KRI8HNA B08E: Anotliei point of order, Sii. This 
could have been ovinted by youi fixinur *> o clock to-day for the adjourn- 
ment motion. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a diflV rent matter altogether. The 
I /adjournment motion, in an\ case, does not adjourn the Council. 

II I now call upon the Hon’ble Nawnb Bahadur to move his re*olu- 
’ tion, No. 18. 


Resolutions 

(on matters of general public interest) 

Constitution of a Committee to Assist the Statutory Commission. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur of Dhanbari: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to 
move that this Council recommend* to the Government that the com- 
mittee to assist the Statutory Commission shall consist of seven mem- 
bers to be elected by this Council by means of the single transferable 
vote. 
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21 # 

I will not weary the Council with a long speech on this resolution. 
I have already said that the Commission suggested that our committee 
should consist of 7 members, that being the number of the members 
of the Commission itself. 

The resolution proposed that the committee be elected by means of 
a single transferable vote. The reasons for suggesting this method 
are that it is one which is designed to secure a fair representation of 
different communities, and is one with which the members of this 
House are familiar. It is the method by which W’e elect the members 
of the Committee on Public Accounts. If, however, the Council prefer 
some other method of election, Government are ready to accept it. It 
is their earnest hope that the Council will be able to agree in 
selecting their representatives and that the committee which goes to- 
represent this Council shall go with the unanimous consent of the 
Council. 

With regard to the amendments, I may say at once that Govern* 
ment are opposed to those which ask that the consideration of the reso- 
lution be postponed, as these amendments practically ask for the 
rejection of the resolution. 

As I have already said, Government would heartily welcome the 
formation of a committee by the general consent of the Council and 
earnestly desire that the committee shall be truely representative of 
the Council. I think that this is the principle which underlies the- 
amendment which stands in the name of Mr. Eazlul Huq, and if so, 
I sympathise with that principle. It is, however, for the Council and 
not for His Excellency the Governor to choose the members of the 
committee and Government cannot therefore accept the amendment, 
as it stands. 

There are two amendments which are intended to fix the porpor- 
tions in which various parties or communities shall be represented on 
the committee. I would remind the Council, and especially the meitf- 
bers of my own community, that it is unlikely that the members of 
the committee will be called upon to vote. Their duty will be to 
examine the evidence, written and oral, which is placed before them, 
to form their opinion and to endeavour to get those opinions accepted. 
It is therefore a matter of comparatively little importance how many 
members each party or community sends to the committee. It is a 
matter of far greater importance that the committee shall be repre- 
sentative and that we shall send to the committee the men who are 
best able to perform the important and difficult task entrusted to them. 
The view of Government is that the method suggested in my resolution 
is likely to secure the best lesult. 

Government would on principle oppose the amendment which 
would prevent the official members from taking part in the election of 
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the committee. Under the constitution such members have equal 
rights with othfcr members of the Council, and it would be unconsti- 
tutional to atempt to deprive them of those rights. We hope that it 
will be possible by the geneial consent to choose the committee without 
voting, but if there must be a ballot, then the official members will 
take part in it. 


5*30 p.m. 

The following motions were called but not moved and therefore 
deemed to be withdrawn : — 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKHERJEE and Babu MANMATHA- 
NATH ROY to move, by way of amendment, that the consideration 
of the resolution be postponed sine die. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI : to move, by way of 
amendment, that the consideration of the resolution be adjourned till 
after a general election of the Council on the issues raised by the 
resolution. 

If the above motion be not carried, 11 a i Narendranath Chnudhuri 
to move, by way of amendment, that the consideration of the resolution 
be adjourned until this Council formulates its scheme of constitutional 
reforms. 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move, by way of amendment, that the 
resolution do take the following form : — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that the question of 
the method of election of the members be settled by His Excellency the 
Governor in consultation with, and in accordance with the wishes of, 
the various groups in the Council.” 


Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ to move that the resolution do take the- 
following form : — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that the said Com- 
mittee shall consist of seven members to be elected by the representatives 
of the different communities in the Council who are desirous of co- 
operating with the Commission in the following proportion, that is to 
say, 3 by Muhammadans, 3 by non*Muhammadans, excluding Europeans,, 
and 1 by Europeans, provided that if the Swaraj Tarty refuse to co- 
operate in the election the proportion shall be 4 by Muhammadans,. 
3 by non-Muhammadans, excluding Europeans, and 1 by Europeans.”" 
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Mr. EYED MD. ATIQULLAH to more, by way of amendment, that 
for the words “to be elected by this Council by means of the single 
transferable vote” the following be substituted, namely: — 

“ 4 Muhammadans, 2 Hindus and 1 European to be elected by the 
Muhammadan, Hindu and European members of the Council, 
respectively.” 

Maulvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI : I beg to move by way erf 

amendment that for the words “ by this Council ” the words “ by the 
non-official members of this Council ” be substituted. 

Mr. President, I move this amendment with some hesitation. Sir, 
there are a large number of members on this side of the House who are 
apparently of opinion that we are still in our political nonage and can- 
not therefore be trusted to manage our own affairs without official tute- 
lage. But if' I have been compelled to bring forward this amendment, 
it is because I want to remind the Government that the procedure which 
they propose to follow in the election of the committee is a violation of 
the spirit as well as the letters of Sir John Simon’s assurance to the 
people of this country. The committee, I must remind the House, 
is a creature of the Statutory Commission and the Commission itself 
lias indicated the manner of election and composition of the committee. 
I deny that the Government has any right to alter the scheme or to 
modify its composition. I shall draw the attention of the House to 
the carefully worded language in which Sir John Simon has expressed 
the intention of the Commission in his letter to Ilis Excellency the 
Viceroy — 

“ We have no wish to dictate the composition of the Indian wing of 
the Conference in more detail, and we should greatly prefer that the 
precise scheme should be reached by agreement between the different 
elements in India concerned. Our main object will be met so long as 
the arrangement is one which secures that the Indian side of the Joii^t 
Conference includes, on appropriate occasions, those who are able to 
upeak for the Provincial Councils just as the Joint Committee would 
speak for the Central Legislature, and so long as the members represent- 
ing India sitting with us do not amount to an unwieldy number. We 
tissume of course that, just as we ourselves are a body selected from all 
British parties and both Houses of Parliament, so our Indian counter- 
part would be, so far as may be, truly representative.” 

The Government has gone back upon the assurance of Sir John Simon. 
The procedure they have adopted is not only a breach of faith with the 
Indians but constitutes an act of discourtesy towards this House and 
tin invasion of its privileges which it is opr duty to guard against under 
all circumstances. Where is the agreement between the different ele- 
ments in the House which was contemplated by Sir John Simon? “ The 



SIMON COMMISSION. 


219 


ties.] 

precise scheme of election and composition should be reached by agree- 
nttnt between the different elements in India concerned f * says this 
letter to the Yiceroy. Far from any agreement the Government have 
not even given the different elements an opportunity to come to an 
sgreement. Before even the members of the different parties could 
come together the fiat had gone forth from Darjeeling that the repre- 
sentatives of the Government would come down to this House with a 
proposal that the members of the committee should Ik? elected by means 
of the single transferable vote. This House should not for one moment 
lose sight of the implication of this proposal. The Government expects 
to carry the resolution by the votes of the majority, that is, the regimental 
votes of the Government if any one will dare to oppose them. All the 
different elements in this House may not fully agree with the Govern- 
ment. Three-fourths of the non-official members may condemn the pro- 
posal of the Government hut that will have no influence upon* the 
Government. I am extremely reluctant and I will he sorry if I am 
understood to ascribe any motive or sinister design on the part of the 
Government. Blit I cannot conceal from myself the fact that if you 
can credit the Government with the ordinary degree of intelligence, 
there is no escape from the conclusion that they must have foreseen that 
the swaraj party would retire from the contest as soon as the first reso- 
lution was passed. You cannot but conclude that the Government must 
have known and had even anticipated that with a House depleted of 
its independent strength it would lie prostrate at the feet of the Govern- 
ment and they would be able to hear down all opposition to their pro- 
posal and elect the committee by the votes of the majority, that is. of 
themselves. That anticipation has been fulfilled; the Swarajists have 
dropped out ; the coast now clear for the election of a committee which 
will represent nobody except the bureaucracy. We have kicked out the 
Swarajists, it is now the turn of t lie Government to kick out all those 
of the House who have not yet agreed to become the flunkeys and the foot- 
men of the bureaucracy. I a«k the House to consider in what way if 
committee elected in this manner will — to quote again the words of 
Sir John Simon — ‘‘be truly representative of the different (dements in 
the House just as the Commission itself is representative of all the parties 
in British Parliament. " Among the Moslems alone there are four 
different groups. The Ministerial group, the Ghuznavi group, the Mos- 
lem party and the Independents. I doubt not that the first two success- 
ful parties have proved to the satisfaction of the Government that many 
of the Independents belong to them. The fate of Ministry after Ministry 
should warn the Government that it is this Independent party which is 
the real power in this Council. Will the member* of the committee all 
belong to one grouj>or to all the groups? I doubt not that during the 
next three weeks one or two groups will succeed in convincing His 
Excellency that the victory of yesterday was entirely due to their 
industry and' that they deserve well of the Government. I understand 
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the very names of the members have been settled. They will form a 
committee of the faithful who will faithfully carry out the mandate of 
the Government House. Sir, we have heard a great deal about the 
reactionary proposals which some gentlemen have been carrying to and 
from the Government House and the Secretariat. 

I do not pretend to know what Sir John Simon and his colleagues, 
will think if the Government of Bengal are going to furnish them with 
a packed committee who will reproduce the music of' the Secretariat in 
the manner of a pre-established harmony. 

But if the Government will have any lingering respect for honesty 
and fair play in public life, if they desire to rectify their initial blunder 
in ignoring the recommendation of the Commission to form the com- 
mittee by agreement, of the parties, their only course is to accept my 
amendment. 

It gives them an opportunity of escaping from a position which has 
laid them open to the reasonable suspicion of being involved in a con- 
spiracy to WTest from the Commission a verdict against the people of 
India. It is still open to them to follow’ the procedure laid down by 
the Commission in some respect. The only honourable course they can 
adopt consistently with that procedure is to leave the voting entirely 
to the non-official members of the House. I am not questioning the 
right of Government members to participate in the ordinary business 
of the House. The Parliament in its wisdom has associated them with 
us for the purpose of ordinary business. I do not question the wisdom 
of the Parliament. I am not inviting you to consider w’hether that 
association has been helpful to the growth and evolution of responsible 
government in India. I do not raise the question whether by the 
manner in which they had been voting in the past they were not giving 
their moral support to a system of corruption that has invaded the pre- 
cincts of this House and have gone far to stifle public life in this 
province. It will be for the Commission to pronounce a judgment upon 
them. The issues that I have raised are entirely different and hav* 
nothing to do with them. I base my demand for non-participation of 
officials upon the construction of the language and the policy of the 
letter of Sir John Simon. If you read the letter, you will see that this 
committee is to be the Indian side, the Indian wing, of the joint con- 
ference. It is to be the representative of Indian people in the same 
way as the Commission itself is the representative of the English people. 
It is not — and it could not be — the intention of the Commission that 
while it will itself be the agent of the British people, the Indian wing 
of the conference should be elected by another set of agents of the same 
British people.. I ask for a reply from the Government benches : 
Should the committee that is going to be elected be the representative 
of the Government, or should it be the representative of the people of 
Bengal? I ask for a frank reply to my question. If you want a com- 
mittee which will be truly representative of the Government, then by 
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«I1 means ask all Government members to vote in the election. There 
*hould be no pretence about it. If on the other hand vou honestly 
-desire that the committee should represent the people, vou have uo other 
option but to follow the example of the Swarajists. I am not an optim- 
ist, but I still hope that better counsel will sometimes prevail with the 
Government, and they may still persuade themselves to come out of an 
awkward situation, which their own policy has created. As regards 
those honourable members who are habitually accustomed to ask for 
guidance from the Secretariat, I shall ask them that if they cannot 
always act as patriotic men, they should at least try to uct as Indians 
on some occasions. 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. A MARR" The mover of the amendment has got 
liis long speech oft, hut it appears that he paid very little attention to 
"vrliat the Hon hie X aw ah Bahadur said when he mo\ed the resolution. 
The Nawah Bahadur dearly pointed out that (Government have issued 
no orders whatsoever and have come to no conclusion whatsoever on 
this matter. He further pointed out that, if the non-otiicial members 
of this House meet together and select the seven men for this committee, 
Government would not object at all and would accept the selected 
members. So there will he no interference on the part of (Government. 
I util that happen*, however, the official members of ibis House propose 
to reserve their right to vote and J do not see how the House can ask 
them to give up that right. 

The motion of Maulvi Xurul Huq Chaudhuri was then put and lost. 

The motion that this Council recommends to the (Government that 
the committee to assist the Statutory Commission shall consist of seven 
members to he elected by this Council by means of the single transferable 
vote was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I wish to announce that nominations for election 
to the committee, about which we have been deliberating, should be 
sent in by Tuesday, the 24th July, and I propose that the election be 
held between 2-15 and 2-V> p.m. on Friday, the did August. It is 
expected that this day will be one of the days of the next session of the 
Council. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have it in command fiom Hi-* Excellency the 
Governor to announce that the Bengal Legislative Council stands 
prorogued. 


B. O. pre« — 63M62S — 121151—1,200—0. 0 . <fr ott*r». 
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Murshidabad, water-scarcity in, 49. 
Water-hvacintb, 108. 

Moitra, Srijut Jogendra Nath 

Baral river, 23. 

Irrigation (ancient) of Bengal, 129. 
Statutory Commission Committee, 
resolution recommending formation 
of, 05. 

Motion for adjournment 

What hapiHUis, if carried, 215. 

Mukharji, Dhirondranath, detenti, 46. 
Mukharji, Kir an Chandra, dotanu, 133. 

Mukherjea, Srijut Tarakfiath 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
opposing resolution recommending 
formation of, 76. 

Munhidabad 

Crimes, increase in certain thanaa, 
45. 

Distress in, 114, 185. 

Water-scarcity in, 49. 

Madia 

Alleged canvassing in bye-election from 
non-Muhammadan constituency of, 
27 . 


Nadia— (cendd.) 

Bhairab river, 183. 

Distress in, 114. 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Brit Chandra 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operation in Murshidabad, 195. 

Berhamporo Medical School, 46. 

Calcutta Police, Assistant 8ub- 
Tnspectors of, 46. 

Calcutta Police, remarks in a 
criminal appeal against certain 
officers of, 57. 

Murshidabad, distress in, 185. 

Murshidabad, increjuf* of crimes in 
certain tlianas of, 45. 

Murshidabad, water-scarcity in, 49. 

Newspaper reports 

Questions based on, 123. 

Noakhali 

Telegraphic communication with the 
Sandwip Island, 32. 

Obituary refsrenoes, 14. 

Ptbnt 

Baral river, 23. 

Cost of transmiHsion of documents to 
Bogra from the record room of, 45. 

Judgeship combined with Bogra, 43. 

Pakrasi, Satiah Chandra, State prisoner, 

48. 

Pal Choudhuri, Mr. Ranjit 

Nadia (nou-Muhammadan) Constitu- 
ency, alleged convassing in the bye- 
election from, 27. 

Statutory Commission Comm i tec, 
resolution recommending formation 
of, 153. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Poona 

Yervadu Central Prison in, 56. 

Prentios, tha Hon’blt Mr. W. D. R. 

Acliarva Itomesh (3iandra, detenu, 
128. 

Banerjee, Kanjit Kumar, detenu, lute, 
26. 

Bogra, cost of transmission of docu- 
ments to, 45, 

Bogra, quarters for Additional Sessions 
Judge at, 44. 

Bogra, separate judgeship for, 43, 

Brahmanbaria, Chittaranjan Jatiya 
Pra this than, 139. 

Calcutta Police, Assistant Sub- 
Inspectors of, 46. 
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Prentioo, tho Hon’blo Mr. W. D. R_ 

(concld .) — 

Calcutta Police, remarks in a criminal 
appeal against certain officers of, 
67. 

Chakrabarty, Satish Chandra, detenu, 

4 S. 

Chaterjee, Jiban Lai, detenu, 62. 

Chaudhuri, Naresh Chandra, detenu, 
33. 

Dacca, ministerial appointments in 
civil courts of, 37. 

Das, Jatindranath, detenu, 61. 

Das, Kiran Chandra, detenu, 126. 

Datta, Bhupendra Kumar, detenu, 
129. 

Detenus, allowances after release of, 
128. 

Detenus, restrictions on certain 
released, 22. 

Eclipses, rule as to closing courts and 
offices for, 88. 

Firearms licences, 132. 

Howrah Civil Court Buildings, 185. 

Juvenile Court in Calcutta, 135. 

Khulna, injunctions to prevent cow- 
sacrifice in, during Bakr-Id, 31. 

Mukliarji, Dh i rend ran ath, detenu, 46. 

Mukhnrji, Kiran Chandra, detenu, 
133. 

Murshidabad, criminal activities in cer- 
tain thanas of, 45. 

Nadia (non-Muhammadan) Constitu- 
ency, alleged canvassing in the bye- 
election from, 27, 28, 29, 30. 

Pakrasi, Satish Chandra, State 
prisoner, 48. 

Ken, Anurup, detenu, late, 58. 

Ken, Narendra Nath, detenu, 68. j 

Sessions cases, trial by jury, 56. 

Typists and copyists of courts, 35. 

Yervada Jail, detenus and State 
prisoners in, 56. 

President 

Adjournment motion, if carried, does > 
not adjourn the Council, 215. 

Attention to the speaker, l&h 

Closure motion how to be decided, 

313. 

Criticism of the decision of, 63. 

Duty of, to see. that no member goes 
beyond bis limits, 75. 

Expunging of speeches, 167, 168. 

Member*! n-charge , presence of, when 

discussion is going on, 148, 1 


President (eoncta.)— 

Member, to ask a, to go to his pri- 
vate chamber is a reasonable 
demand, 168. 

Members not allowed to speak twice 
on one subject except under permis- 
sion of, 90. 

Power of Governor to extend time of 
session in spite of previous contrary 
announcements, 186. 

Reasons for disallowing adjournment 
motion regarding famine conditions 
in Bengal, 17, 18. 

Statement regarding motions for ad- 
journment relating to famine con- 
ditions in Bengal, 107. 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
announcement os to nominations and 
elections, 221. 

Prorogation, 221. 

Rahim, Sir Abd-ur 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
amendments withdrawn, 173. 

Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur- 

Khulna, injunctions to prevent cow- 
sacrifice in, during Bakr-Id, 30. 

Rajshahi 

Baral river, 23. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar 

I)as, Jatindranath, detenu, 61. 

Datta, Bhupendra Kumar, detenu, 129. 
Mukhnrji, Dhirendranath, detenu, 46. 

Ray, K shaun ish Chandra, Maharaja 
Bahadur, of Nadia 

Death reference of, 14. 

Ray, Sftjut Rad ha Gobinda 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operations in Vishnupur and 
Bankura, 199. 

Raport(a) 

Karatoya river, enquiry as to opening, 
at its junction with Kata Khali, 138. 
Mr. Vincent’s Famine, of 1897, 125.. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
resolution recommending formation 
of, 152. 

Roy, Mr. D. N. 

Expunging speeches, authority for, 

168. 
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ftty, Mr. Khran Sankar 

Chakrabarty, Satish Chandra, detenu, 

47. 

Chaterjee, Jiban Lai, detenu, 63. 

Yerrada Jail, detenus and State 
prisoners in, 66. 

Saahaa, Mr. F. A. 

Adjournment motion regarding famine 
relief operations, 202. 

8amtwip 

Telegraphic communication with the 

mainland of Noakhali, 32. 

Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Narayan 

Statutory Commission Committee, 

resolution recommending formation 
of, 157. 

8arbadhikari, Dr. 8ir Deva Prosad 

Chairman, nominated, 16. 

Sarkar, Babu Naliniranjan 

Statutory Commission Committee, 

amendment to postpone considera- 
tion of resolution sine die, 69. 

Barker, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan 

Dacca, ministerial appointments in 
civil courts of, 37. 

Satkhira 

Famine area in, 125. 

Secretary 

Complaint about calling questions, 140. 

San, Anurup, detenu late, 58. 

Sen, Narendra Nath, detanu, 57. 

8en, Srijut Nagendra Natii 

Adjournment motion regarding inade- 
quacy of famine relief measures in 
Khulna, 193. 

Bhairab schemes, 183. 

('losing of courts and offices of district 
magistrate of Bogra, 118. 

Eclipses, rule as to closing courts and 
offices for, 38. 

Forest produce, license fees for, 24. 

Khulna, distress in, 110. 

Khulna, famine area in, 125. 

Khulna rural water-Bupply scheme, 20. 

Sunderban Forests, permits to cut 
fuel and golepata in, 19. 

San Qupta, Mr. J. M. 

Banerjee, Ranjit Kumar, detenu late, 
27. 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
resolution recommending formation 
of, 165. 

Supplementary questions, complaint 
about reasonable time between two 
questions, 130. 
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Til 

Juries’ verdict in, 66. 

S p aach aa , axpunglng at, 73, 186. 

Sp aaa hat axpunsad, 166. 

8taplaton, Mr. N. E. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Statutory Committian 

Amendments to postpone considera- 
tion of resolution recommending the 
appointment of a committee to 
assist, lost, 170. 

Committee, constitution of, 216. 
Committee to assist, 65. 

Resolution as to constitution, carried, 

221 . 

Sub-Inspectors of Schools, 119. 
Suhrawardy, Mr. H. 8. 

Statutory Commission Committee, 
amendments to resolution recom- 
mending, 175. 

Sunderban Forests 

Fuel and golepata, permits to cut, 19. 

Supplementary Questions 

Bar to further, whon the next ques- 
tion is called, 113. 

Reasonable time between two quee- 
tions, R10. 

Tangaif 

Attiah Forests in, 117. 

Thomaa, Mr. W. H. 

Sworn in, 13. * 

Travers, Mr. W. L. 

Chairman, nominated, 10. 

Typists and Copyists of Courts, 36. 
Vishnupur 

Cottage industries in, 201. 

V izagapatam 

Detenus at, 133. 

Voting 

Closure motion, on, 214. 

Motion that resolution recommending 
appointment of Statutory Commis- 
sion Committee be postponed sine die, 
169. 

Resolution recommending formation 
of committee to assist, on, 181. 
Watar-hyaainth, 108. 

Watar-aupply, rural, Khulna, 20. 
Water-supply, rural 
Loan policy for, 49. 

Willoocks, Sir William 
Irrigation (ancient) of Bengal, 129. 
Yervada Jail * 

Detenus and State prisoners In, 06. 







